
Overview of this term’s teaching                                              Y5/6                                                             Spring Term 2020 
English:  During the term we will be focussing on a range of grammar issues in order to develop their understanding 
and to ensure that they have a solid understanding of grammatical terms and concepts.  
They will also be looking at the words they are required to be able to spell by the end of the year 5 and 6 academic 
year. 
Core texts will be: The Secrets of Stonehenge, The Highwayman and Ripley’s Mighty Machines  

DT: The children will investigate ‘monster machines, how a cam works and then apply their learning to the construction 
of a machine of their design. 
Art: The class will look at the work and clay figures produced during the time of the Indus civilisation. This will 
compliment our unit of work in history. 
 
History: the children will be researching crime and punishment across a range of eras and how it has changed since 
1066.  They will use evidence to suggest ways in which there is change over time.  Explore historical themes and know 
the main crimes associated with different periods of time.  They will report upon crime prevention and detection over 
time. 
In addition they will also look at the early civilisation of the Indus. Looking at how they lived, where they lived, 
everyday life, religious beliefs, culture and entertainment. They will also investigate why the civilisation came to an 
end. 
 

Maths:  Children will continue to look at 4 particular units: Number Sense, Additive Reasoning, Multiplicative 
Reasoning and Geometric Reasoning. Within these units they will learn about place value into the millions and learn to 
describe and explain the patterns in a sequence. They will compare the effect of multiplying a number by 1000 with 
that of multiplying the number by 10 then 10 then 10 again (and similarly for division). Children will rehearse 
multiplication facts and use these to derive division facts. They will consolidate written methods for addition and 
subtraction. Children will solve word problems in number, measures and shape and space. The children will extend their 
knowledge of the properties of 3-D and 2-D shapes. They will learn to derive a formula for the area of a rectangle and 
calculate areas of rectangles and squares. There will be a big focus on both arithmetic and applying mathematical 
knowledge to solve word problems 

PSHE:  
This term the focus links with the moral aspect of the learning in Religious Education.  It is about the benefits of 
target setting and target getting through believing and achieving. By the end of the unit the children will:   

• Know the skills and attributes of an effective learner and take measures to develop these skills. 
• Know what some of the people in the class like or admire about each other. 
• Recognise when using an excuse instead of finding a way around a problem. 
• Recognise and celebrate their own achievements.   

They will be able to set realistic goals and set performance indicators to measure the steps towards achieving those 
goals. They will be able to make a personal learning plan and break the plan down into smaller, achievable goals.  They 
will know that it is up to them to get things done by taking the first step. 

Science: The children will review their understanding of light and shadow and explore how light travels. 

They will investigate how we see things through light entering the eyes and explore how light can be 

reflected and change direction. They will investigate reflections from a variety of surfaces and be able 

to plan and carry out an experiment to investigate how shadows behave, in addition explore the 

differences between shadows and reflections and consolidate knowledge of how we see things.  

 

 

RE: The unit enables children to deal with aspects of people’s values and commitments and aspects of 
belief about spiritual dimensions of life.  It explores how religious beliefs affect approaches to moral 
issues. The children will be able to describe what a believer might learn from a religious story and link 
things that are important to them and other people with the way they think and behave.  They will know 
that the Commandments are important to Christians and Jews and that for Christians, Jews and 
Muslims, the scriptures are important in helping believers to make good moral choices.  The children 
will research two religious charities and compare their work. They will also focus on the ‘Understanding 
Christianity’ scheme of work, answering the question; ‘What does it mean if God is holy and loving?’ 
 
 
 
 

ICT & Computing; In addition to learning about internet safety and how to apply different programs to their learning, 
at the end of the unit children will: understand and apply the fundamental principles and concepts of computer 
science, including abstraction, logic, algorithms and data representation.  They will analyse problems in computational 
terms, and have repeated practical experience of writing computer programs in order to solve such problems. They 
will evaluate and apply information technology, including new or unfamiliar technologies, analytically to solve problems. 
At the end they will be responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and communication 
technology. Children will write code that detects the length and direction of the drag and uses these values to set the 
parameters for how an object will move. Children will be able to use coordinates and random numbers in code to 
address a set challenge. They will learn about citation and referencing of their work. 

French:  We will continue to build up our knowledge of French, gaining skills in listening and speaking paying particular 
attention to conversational aspects of the language. We will also learn about French culture and history. 
  

Music:  The children will follow the ‘Charanga’ unit of work. Focusing on a specific style of music, analysing, 
reproducing as well as creating their own interpretations. They will look at rhythm, beat, style , history and tempo.. 
The children will also listen to a range of contemporary music and evaluate it, responding to questions about 
instruments, style and how the children respond. 
  

PE:  In games the children will concentrate on tag rugby and hockey. They will learn to use different techniques for 
passing, controlling, dribbling and shooting the ball. They will apply basic principles of team play to keep possession of 
the ball, use marking, tackling and/or interception to improve their defence, play effectively as part of a team, know 
what position they are playing in and how to contribute when attacking and defending, plan practices and warm ups to 
get ready for playing safely, recognise their own and others’ strengths and weaknesses in games and suggest ideas 
that will improve performance.  
In gymnastics the focus is upon mirroring and matching, through which the children will demonstrate the importance 
of warming up and explain the benefits. Be able to work with a partner to show mirroring and matching in balances and 
travelling movements. Use a wide range of shapes including some that are original. Realise that certain activities 
require strength, power and suppleness and will achieve a quality performance in a range of these activities by 
performing fluently in a sequence with a partner. They will show a high standard of performance in floor work and 
transfer across to apparatus work. 
In Dance the children will use video to learn a sequence of ‘Bollywood’ style dance moves and routines to compliment 
our History unit of work. 

PE days:  
Monday – Games. (Usually on the field.)  
Wednesday – Gymnastics or dance. 
Friday – Classroom Dance 

Term Dates:   
Half term: 17th – 21stFebruary 
School starting and finishing times: 
       Children arrive from 8.45 am.  Start at 9.00 am. 
       Finish at 3.30 pm. 
Dinner money:   



 


