
Mathematics 
The Autumn term will focus primarily on understanding the value of numbers up to 20 for Year 1s and the value of numbers up 
to 99 for the Year 2s. Number work will continue to focus on counting, reading, writing, in digits and words, and ordering and 
comparing numbers.   They will begin to learn to count in steps of 2 and 5 from 0 and in tens from any number, forwards and 
backwards. The children will work with addition and subtraction, beginning to work on multiplication and division near the end of 
the Autumn term. The children will be encouraged to think about which number facts to use when solving problems. Shape and 
measures will continue to be taught throughout the term. 
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Religious Education 
This half term, the children have been beginning to learn 
about Muslims and their beliefs about Allah. We will begin to 
look at how Muslim’s beliefs about Allah impact their life 
choices. After the October half term, we will be thinking 
about incarnation and investigating the key question “Why is 
Christmas important to Christians?”. 
 

History, Geography and PSHE 
In History, we are beginning to understand and comprehend 
the idea of the ‘past’ by investigating the differences 
between our current childhood and the childhood of our 
grandparents. We will be comparing the difference between 
our experience of toys, school, food and transport and how 
the technology has developed over time. 
 
After half term, in Geography, we will be exploring how 
where we live affects our lives. We will be comparing life in 
Tipton St John in Devon to life in both rural and urban 
Japan by thinking about the physical landscape and the 
weather. 
 
In PSHE we will be thinking about how we can be the best 
we can be in a community, like Maple class, and the wider 
community in Devon. We have started to explore the 
purpose and reasoning behind school rules and the law, 
and why we should follow them. 
 

Computing 
Internet safety, at a level appropriate to the children’s 
age, is covered every term. However, it is the primary 
focus of the Autumn term’s scheme of learning. We will 
think about how to stay safe on the internet, and what 
to do if we feel unsure about a particular website or 
pop-up. 	
 

Literacy 
Literacy lessons will follow teaching sequences 
focused on different class stories – both fiction and 
non-fiction, using the story sequence to encourage 
independent creative writing. This will also 
demonstrate their phonic and grammatical knowledge.  
The Year 2 children will follow the No Nonsense 
Spelling scheme over the year. 
In Year 1, we focus are currently focusing on learning 
different vowel phonemes so we can accurately write  
the correct graphemes, listening to the number of 
sounds in a word.  
All children have daily handwriting lessons to develop 
the correct letter formation. 
Independent writing will be encouraged across the 
curriculum. Children will be expected to try their best 
to have neat and tidy work will be expected in every 
subject. 
All children should read on a daily basis at home and 
discuss the text to demonstrate their understanding of 
what they have read. 
 

Art, DT and Music  
 
The children’s art will be focusing on van Gough this 
half term, with the children already having begun to use 
different mediums such as oil pastels, crayons and paint 
to emulate van Gough’s techniques and some of his 
famous art work. The children will be learning how to 
make delightful Christmas decorations next term in DT. 
 
Next half term, in Music, the children will continue to use 
the online resource called ‘Charanga’.  The learning is 
based on Listening and Appraising, Musical Activities - 
creating and exploring and performing.  The children will 
learn how to listen to music, sing the songs ‘Rhymth in 
the way we walk’ and ‘the banana rap’ in reggae style. 
They will learn how to apply key musical concepts such 
as pulse, rhythm and pitch. Inevitably, we will be ending 
the Autumn term having also learnt some beautiful 
Christmas songs.  

Physical Education 
In games, children are developing ball skills for throwing, catching, 
dribbling and bouncing, exploring simple invasion games and a 
basic understanding of offensive and defensive strategy.   
In gymnastics, children will be focusing on balance as they 
investigate how to balance with different numbers of points of 
contact.  This will be in combination of floor and apparatus work.  
In dance, children will be thinking about telling stories from other 
cultures through dance.   

MAPLE	CLASS		

Science 
In Science this term, the children will be learning 
all about animals and their habitats. We will be 
looking at animals in the ocean until the October 
half term, and then we will be learning all about 
dinosaurs and their historical habitats.  A great 
treat for any budding paleontologists!  

 



General	information	for	parents	of	children	in	Maple	Class	
	
Mornings	–	Please	wait	with	your	child	in	the	front	playground	until	the	bell	is	rung	at	8.55am.	If	you	arrive	after	9.00	am,	you	will	need	to	take	
your	child	to	the	school	office.	
	
Collection	from	School	-	If	your	child	is	going	to	be	collected	by	someone	other	than	yourself,	please	let	us	know	and	we	will	write	it	on	the	
door.	We	 understand	 that	 some	 circumstances	 can	 lead	 to	 a	 change	 of	 plan	 but	we	would	 be	 grateful	 if	 you	 could	 limit	 informing	 us	 by	
telephone	to	those	times	when	there	is	no	alternative	as	the	office	is	not	always	staffed.	
	
Communication	–	Do	feel	free	to	catch	us	before	school	if	you	need	a	quick	word.	However,	if	you	need	to	discuss	something	more	formally	
then	let	us	know	and	we	can	arrange	a	convenient	time.		
	
Snacks	and	water	bottles	–	Your	child	can	bring	a	healthy	snack	into	school	for	morning	play	but	please	do	not	send	nut	products.	All	children	
need	a	bottle	of	water	to	drink	from	during	the	day.	Fresh	fruit	is	available	to	all	children	in	Maple	Class	and	they	have	this	every	afternoon.	
	
School	lunches	–	All	children	in	KS1	are	entitled	to	a	free	school	meal.	Please	ensure	that	your	child	knows	what	they	are	having	each	day.		
	
Homework			–	Homework	will	be	introduced	in	October.	Homework	books	will	come	home	on	a	Wednesday	and	need	to	be	returned	to	school	
on	 the	 following	Monday	morning.	Please	 support	 your	 child	 in	doing	 their	homework	and	make	 sure	 that	 they	have	everything	 that	 they	
need.	As	phonics	 is	an	 important	part	of	their	curriculum,	you	may	like	to	play	some	games	on	Phonics	Play.	Most	 importantly,	please	read	
with	your	child	at	least	four	times	a	week.	
	
Reading	Records	–	Please	could	you	date	and	comment	on	your	child’s	reading	in	their	reading	record	on	a	regular	basis.	Listening	to	your	child	
read	for	ten	minutes	each	day	will	make	a	huge	difference	to	their	progress.		Reading	books	and	reading	records	need	to	be	in	school	every	
day.	If	your	child’s	book	needs	changing,	please	encourage	them	to	put	it	in	the	appropriate	box	in	the	reading	corner.	If	you	are	available	to	
help	change	reading	books	for	less	than	15	minutes	a	day,	please	let	us	know!	
		
PE	–	Outdoor	PE	will	be	on	a	Monday	and	Indoor	PE	will	be	on	a	Friday.	As	outdoor	PE	is	weather-dependent,	please	make	sure	your	child	has	
their	named	PE	kit	in	school	every	day	in	case	of	any	timetable	change.	
	

Please	make	sure	that	your	child	has	their	reading	book	and	a	named	PE	kit	at	school	every	day.	
	

Below	are	specific	targets	for	your	child	this	term	and	you	will	be	informed	as	they	are	amended.	
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