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          NEWSLETTER            July 2019 

A Final Message from  

Mr Tuckett 

Summer holidays have arrived and before we know it, we 

will be back to start all over again. Plans are already 

afoot. Governors and Senior Leaders have development 

plans for 2019 to 2020 and OFSTED has a new 

framework for us to think about. Except I won’t be doing 

any of it because I have decided to retire! And that, is 

a very strange feeling indeed.  

But before all of that I need to tell you about this 

summer term. 

It has been very busy indeed with lots of wonderful 

things happening. The adults, and in that group I include 

volunteers, governors, parents and the teaching team 

have managed to organise, provide and support a 

fantastic range of experiences that have included two 

residential trips and Civic Awards for year 6. 

Once again, we have had a very good set of outcomes for 

all the children and especially for foundation stage, year 

2 and year 6. All of these key year groups have 

performed brilliantly, consistently showing excellent 

progress and attainment well ahead of Devon and 

National results. This includes children with SEND and 

children who have additional funding. Again, well done to 

the children and thank you to all the adults who have 

made a difference. 

I would mention that despite being so successful we still 

have places we can offer in a couple of year groups. Next 

year’s Year 5, and next year’s Foundation Stage both 

have spaces. This seems a pity to us, as the opportunities 

and the learning environment are fantastic. The children 

are happy and relaxed and the learning is broad and 

balanced. We try really hard to meet the needs of 

families and the children. We also try very hard to make 

learning fun and exciting. We want children to love 

learning and school. We try to fit around the children 

rather than expecting them to fit us. A child shaped 

school with high hopes for their achievement. 

Back to the start, as I said, I am not going to be here 

next year. Instead, the school will have a new Head Of 

School, Miss Ingrouille, still ably supported by Mr Butler 

our Executive Head. This, for me, was an incredibly 

difficult decision to make but now that it has been made 

I can sense that it was time. This school has been my 

life for 17 years. No school year is ever easy or even 

relaxing as a teacher or a Head. In that time I have 

helped negotiate more government changes than I care 

to think of and each May has been about as stressful as 

one can imagine stressful to be. (SATS, KS1 and 2, 

phonics and Early Learning Goals.) But, being at Tipton 

has also been exciting, fulfilling, very funny on many 

occasions and above all wonderful because of the 

fantastic community I have been a part of. 

I hope that I have made a good and positive contribution 

to children and families. I know that it has been a 

privilege to be a part of it all. 

My very best wishes to everyone who has been a part of 

my time at Tipton and for the future that will unfold. 

God bless you all. 

New Beginnings from  

Miss Ingrouille 

Stepping into a new pair of shoes, picking up the baton – 

there are many metaphors to describe my transition into 

Head of School at Tipton St John.   

Having been a part of the school and village community 

for over a decade now (strange to believe!), this role has 

become to mean something very special to me.  

It is an immense privilege to work amongst the children 

and families of Tipton St John, and already I get great 

pleasure from meeting previous pupils and families and 

seeing how they have become the fabulous people that 

they are.  

Tipton St John School is a very happy place – illustrated 

by our sports events on the village playing field on 

Wednesday.  A big thank you to all who came and 

supported children and staff to create the relaxed 

atmosphere and real sense of achievement that helped 

to make the day the success that it was.  I look forward 

to many more such events in the years to come, amongst 

other exciting opportunities of course.  

Working alongside Mr Tuckett, along with Penny 

Burnside and Gillian Morris, our previous Head Teachers, 

I have many things to be grateful for. Fantastic 

colleagues and leaders, wonderful children and families, 

wonderful support from church and village and so much 

more.  But I want to particularly thank Mr Tuckett, who 

I can remember sitting there on my interview day as a 

rather younger teacher.  He has been a real inspiration 

in very many ways, and I hope that with your support, I 
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can enable Tipton St John School to move forwards into 

a bright future for us all. 

A Note from Mr Butler 

I would like to take this opportunity, as Executive Head 

of the Otter Valley Federation, to offer my best wishes, 

thoughts and prayers to Mr Tuckett. I have been lucky 

enough to work with Michael since November 2012 when 

we began working in a management partnership and then 

federating Tipton St John and Feniton Schools. 

Where Michael is concerned, the children are at the 

heart of everything which happens at Tipton school. 

Ensuring that high standards are maintained and 

meeting the needs of every pupil is due to the brilliant 

and successful leadership Michael has shown. This has 

been recognised through by OFSTED who rated the 

school as good and SIAMS who gave an Outstanding 

rating. 

Quite rightly, Michael was delighted last year to receive 

a letter from the then Secretary of State for Education 

praising Tipton for the SATs results and placing the 

school in the top 1% in the country. 

Developing and continuing links with the wider 

community has also been an important aspect of 

Michael’s work. Michael is always giving of his time, 

working with the school community, teachers, parents 

and families, and members of village organisations. 

Despite the many challenges such as flooding, lack of 

funding and curriculum changes, Michael has given the 

school a sense of stability. 

THANK YOU for all you have given over all the years to 

all the pupils and families that have been in your care. 

Mr Tuckett will be very much missed as a friend and 

colleague and I wish him well in his retirement. (And with 

walking the SW coast path - 630 miles!) 

A Thank you from the  

Chair of Governors 

The governors would like to thank Mr Tuckett for his 

dedication to Tipton St John School and the Otter 

Valley Federation over the last 17 years. As a governor 

and headteacher he has led by example, embodying the 

schools core values and roll modelling for staff and 

pupils alike. We wish him a very happy retirement, he will 

be missed, and we very much hope and pray that he will 

stay in touch over the coming years. 

With thanks,  

Kevin Brandom, Chair – Otter Valley Federation   

Sports Day 

Sports Day was a great success with both children and 

adults having a fantastic time – the weather was in our 

favour and to compliment the wonderful day the much-

appreciated PTFA provided some much needed 

refreshments. Thank you to all that took part, helped 

and spectated. 

 

 

Class Updates 

Happy Hazel Class! 

I find it an honour and a privilege to teach children in 

their first year of school.  I hope that they will look 

back and have happy memories of their rather wacky 

teacher who loves to jump out of aeroplanes, dress up 

and have class discos as rewards.  

We have had a super year and all the children have 

developed so much socially, emotionally and 

academically. They have really enjoyed their busy 

learning times and guided sessions. It amuses us how 
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often we have found duplo models hidden under trollies 

so they do not have to break them up. 

This half term has been extra busy with lots of learning 

outside in our lovely school grounds. The Federation Day 

was a great success, it was very ‘chilled’ drawing to 

music, making dream catchers and doing yoga and 

listening to meditation stories in the transformed FSU 

yoga studio. 

To finish the year off in style, we are going to Pecorama 

for the day, which will include a ride on a miniature 

steam train. 

I think the most exciting event of the year, as well as 

Lauren having a baby was finding one of our pet snails, 

‘Gertude – Monty’, six weeks later in the book box, still 

alive! 

Thank you to our fantastic families for letting us teach 

your wonderful children and for all the Tapestry 

observations showing what they enjoy doing at home. 

Have a great summer holiday and treasure your time 

together…..they grow up so fast! 

 

Good Bye Mr Tuckett! from Hazel class 

 

 

Maple Class 

 

Maple Class have been sharing grown-ups this half term!  

We have had the good fortune to welcome Mrs Jackson 

to join us in class for the past 6 weeks, to get to know 

our school and teach us some wonderful science – 

amongst many other things.  We also really  like her PE 

games with the hoops and balls  

  

Science was the best though!  We were finding out about 

animal habitats, so we did some careful research about 

mini-beasts.  First we went on a mini-beast hunt to find 

out who lived where.  Then we did some research using 

hoops as quadrats to see what creatures we could find 

at different distances from the paths.  We expected to 

find more creatures in the hoops further away from the 

paths.  Unfortunately, this wasn’t quite the case.  We 

think the people playing football at lunch time might 

have affected our results!  

 

Finally we made our own investigation in the classroom.  

We designed tray environments for woodlice, where half 
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the tray was light and half was dark, or half was damp 

and half was dry, or half was sand and half was compost.  

We left the woodlice to explore their new habitats and 

then counted each half of the tray carefully.  We found 

that the woodlice definitely preferred damp, dark 

places to hide, and that they really like bark! 

 

We also particularly enjoyed practising our performance 

for Mr Tuckett’s tea party on Monday.  But he KEPT 

walking through the classroom and we had to get really 

good at suddenly stopping and pretending to do 

something else!  We think he really liked our song and 

poem though.  We will miss him very much next year.   

Willow Class 

Last Thursday, Willow Class had a wonderful experience.  

Previously, during Science Week we had gathered plenty 

of data about  the trees around our own school grounds.   

Two representatives from the Sidmouth Arboretum, 

came to help us to mount the QR codes containing the 

data about each individual tree species.  Take a look and 

see if you can spot all eight of them. 

 

 

 

The QR code can be scanned with a QR code scanner app  

which will link to the website and show you all about the 

tree and where it is located.    

(https://www.sidmoutharboretum.org.uk ) 

 

 

 

As part of our community citizenship activity we went 

down to the playing field and collected the data of 8 

trees.  These labels will be mounted in the field very 

soon.  Not only did we find out about how to measure the 

height and girth of trees, we also found out about each 

species.  We felt good about ourselves being able to help 

people to learn about the trees.  This facility will be 

enjoyed by all, children and adults alike. 

By Oscar K and Felix. 

 

Willow Class Trip 

What a glorious day it was for our trip from Tipton 

Playing Field to Ottery St Mary.    We have been 

studying the locality to find out about what change has 

happened.  This has involved scientific investigations, 

research, geography field work and historical research. 

Here are a few of our recounts. 

At the beginning, we started walking to the playing field 

to start our trip. Our first stop was at the beach, over 

the bridge.  My group measured the speed of the river 

by throwing a dog biscuit into the stream.  We timed the 

biscuit with the stop-watch, until it went ten metres. 

Earlier, Paul from DWT showed us a beaver mark by the 

river.  After our first stop by the river we kept on 

walking and saw an Archimedes screw.  We realised that 

it was turned off, and Finn answered that it was because 

the river was too low and the motor could burn out. 
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Almost straight after that, we saw two fish ladders.  

One was man-made and the other a natural physical 

feature.  Next, we had our snack, after the adults had 

shown us the fish ladders.  On my next stop I did stream 

dipping.  Harry found lots of interesting insects and Paul 

helped him to identify them. 

As we went further on, Maggie showed us another 

beaver mark!  Eventually, we got to the park where we 

had lunch and got to play in the park.  Next, my group 

went to the church.  At the church it was very good fun 

and interesting.  We looked at the CCTV camera and saw 

some real gold plates and silver cups. After that, we 

went to the heritage centre where I learnt about the 

tar barrels and other interesting facts about changes in 

Ottery St Mary.   

Finally, my group did the quiz, which was outside the 

church and was great fun.  Sadly, our fun day ended as 

we sent back to the park to play until our parents came 

to pick us up.  Overall I really enjoyed it and I would like 

to do it all again! 

By Tom G 

Can I write a recount?  

Friday 12th July  

By Oscar K, Willow Class 

 

 

Oak Class 

What a fantastic year it has been for Oak class. The 

year seems to have flown past even more so than usual, 

especially the summer term. 

 

The children have been involved in so many things. Since 

the last bulletin, the Year 6 children have passed and 

received their Civic Award certificates ending the 

evening at a lavish after award party at McDonalds. To 

follow this they received outstanding results in their 

Sats examinations. Not to be outdone, the Year 5 

children have really stepped up to the mark and are in 

good shape to represent the school next year as a 

wonderful group of children at the top of the school. 
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Then of course we have had the recent Start Bay 

residential, where, weather aside it was truly a 

memorable week of bonding, friendships and 

togetherness. The highlight of course was the talent 

show. 

Reflecting over the year there have been so many 

memorable moments from the Christmas Production of 

Straw and Order to the wonderful experience of the 

Planetarium at We the Curious. Sporting wise we have 

competed with a great deal of both skill and 

sportsmanship. We have danced through the ages and 

conducted water experiments on the school field. 

 

 

Over the last two weeks events have continued to come 

at us thick and fast, the Volunteers tea party, 

Bloomsberry Juice, Sports day, Dance showdown and of 

course yet to come, the emotional Leavers Service. 

A first for Tipton was the eagerly awaited Dance 

Showdown. The girls were fantastic and in my own biased 

opinion stole the show with their performances and 

behaviour throughout the six and a half hours. They 

helped other schools apply make-up and were totally in 

their element experimenting with various colours and 

hair styles – well done to all. 

 

 

A big thank you to the 31 children of Oak class for a 

special year, good luck to the departing 15 and ‘bring it 

on’ the remainers! 
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Thank you from The Norman 

Palmer School 

 

 

Leavers’ Service 

The arrangements for the last day of term are as 

follows: 

 The leavers’ service will start at 1.15pm in the 

church – everyone welcome. 

 After the service, the children will stay in their 

classes and will go down to the lower site where 

there will be a presentation to Mr Tuckett. 

 Following the presentation, the children will be 

taken back to their classes to collect their things 

and they will be handed over to you. 

 Once your child has been handed over to you, you 

are free to leave or can join anyone else who is 

staying to mingle on the lower site. The PTFA will 

be selling ice-creams and ice-pops and this is 

always a lovely social occasion to end the term. 

School Funding 

Following the article sent home with the bulletin on 27th 

June, please remember to write to your MP to put 

pressure on the government regarding the funding 

situation. The lack of funding affects every child in this 

school and the situation is unlikely to change unless MPs 

are asked these difficult questions. 

Lack of funding affects all aspects of school life 

including the school office. We send weekly bulletins 

home to remind you of dates and arrangements for 

events coming up, and we also send you the large half-

termly newsletters that provide you with a list of known 

dates for the term. Please read your bulletin every week 

and make notes of dates from bulletins and the big 

newsletters. Repeating of information and arrangements 

consumes a lot of Mrs Nash’s time, which is time that 

could be spent on other aspects of supporting the school 

and the children. We know that sometimes information 

comes from school a bit late but this reflects the 

pressures on staff, and we always endeavour to give you 

as much notice as possible. 

Newsletters and bulletins are always sent via ParentPay 

so it is essential that each family sets up an account. If 

you are unable to do this then you must contact the 

school office so that we are aware you are unable to 

access newsletters this way. 

PTFA 

As we come to the end of another busy term we just 

wanted to say thank you for your cake baking, donations, 

buying at our events etc. 

Thank you to everyone for the cake donations and 

spending your money on our stall at sports day, we did a 

roaring trade on our 'soft' ice-creams. We raised 

approx. £165, so a big thank you to you all.  

Unfortunately we will NOT be going ahead with the 

rounders and BBQ this evening due to the weather 

forecast. We will attempt to re-schedule this next term.  

Food for thought for the holidays….have you thought 

about coming on board and being on the PTFA 

committee? A lot of the current committee have 

children in years 4 & 5 and will be stepping down at the 

AGM in October and so new people are needed. It is a 

very rewarding, fun job, even if a little busy at times, 

but the more people who offer their help, the more jobs 

can be distributed around. It is a great way to meet new 

people and be on the front line of fundraising that will 

allow us to continue to give our children great 

educational resources & trips out, particularly during 

this time of funding cuts for our children and Tipton 

St.John Primary School.  

Please don't forget to ‘like’ our face book group and 

follow the easy fundraising as you are ordering next 

term’s school uniform or doing your general shopping, to 

help our school raise more funds.  

Final dates this term as follows: 

WEDNESDAY 24TH JULY - END OF TERM DISCO 

Reception and KS1: 6 -7 PM,  

KS2: 7.15 - 8.15  
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Children can wear whatever they would like. £1.50 entry 

on the door to include glow stick, ice pop and snacks.  

THURSDAY 25TH JULY - END OF TERM 

Refreshments at the end of Mr Tuckett’s presentation 

- we will be selling ice pops and 50 square. 

Have a great summer everyone! 

Other Summer Events You 

May be Interested in 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

July 

Tues 23rd  FSU Trip 

Weds 24th  PTFA School Dicso 

 Reception and KS1: 6-7pm 

 KS2: 7.15pm – 8.15pm 

Thurs 25th   13:15 End of term service 

followed by presentation to Mr 

Tuckett 

 End of day: PTFA refreshments 

on the grassed area of the lower 

site. PTFA will be selling ice-

pops and 50 square. 

 Last day of summer term 

 

September 

Monday 2nd   Non-pupil day 

Tuesday 3rd      First day of autumn term 
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