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            NEWSLETTER              May 2016 

There is much in the news that might give the 

impression that education is struggling with a whole 

variety of concerns. At Tipton we are making the most 

of the new opportunities presented by the 2014 

curriculum, keeping our children at the forefront of 

what we do, and supporting them through our school 

values. We genuinely want every child to be the very 

best that they can be. The school needs your help to 

support the children, tell us when we can do things 

better and offer your support when you see a need. We 

continue to work to be the very best school that we 

can be. 

CLASS UPDATES 

Oak Class 

 

We have been working really hard to remember all the 

things we have learnt in our time at Tipton. We all went 

to Feniton to watch the play. There were loads of 

really terrible jokes and some quite challenging maths. 

Although we were visiting we did answer a lot of the 

questions and had a good time. We have also been very 

successful in rounders and our team is through to the 

East Devon finals. Back at school we have been planning 

playground games for all the other children to play. We 

tried them out recently, for the first time, and had a 

lot of fun helping other children have a lot of fun. 

Afterwards we agreed that doing things for others can 

make you feel really good.  

Willow Class  

We have been enjoying beginning to learn about the 

amazing living things in our world and how they are 

organised and work together.  We have also thought 

about different ways people worship, and had a super 

time asking Rev. Ward some tricky questions about 

what Christians believe.  The weather is letting us be 

outside much more, so we have been hunting for 

different living things in our school grounds, and 

practising our athletics skills ready for the festival at 

King’s.  We are also really enjoying putting in the 

actions and dance moves for our song about Blackpool 

and the seaside! 

 

 

 

Maple Class  

Maple Class have been learning about Mr s Garrick’s 

experiences in India and were delighted with the gifts 

and work from the children’s home. The class wrote 

thank you letters which will be taken out by students 

from The King’s School. 

The children have been enjoying the new playground 

markings and using them to support their maths, 

writing and during their daily ‘Fizz Whizz’ and PE 

lessons.  Maple maths detectives have been hard at 

work to solve some tricky word number problems and 

have had to find the clues to solve the puzzles.   

We have also thoroughly enjoyed exploring watercolour 

paints and mixing colours for art. Our learning has been 

inspired by the Japanese painter Hokusai and the 

children have created their own fantastic ‘Great Wave’ 

paintings.   

Hazel Class 

 

We are very fortunate this term to have a PE teacher 

from The King’s School coming in to do dance with the 

children. She visits every Monday and has been 

inspiring the children to create movements based on 

mini-beasts. We have had some wonderful crawling 

caterpillars and fluttering butterflies.  A visit by the 

Donkey Sanctuary, early in the term, gave the children 

experience of larger animals and they were all 

interested in finding out how to look after donkeys. 

After listening to the story of St George and the 

Dragon, before St George’s Day, the children had fun 

making flags and shields and dressing up as knights. 

Another popular story this term has been Jack and the 

Beanstalk and we now have a beanstalk ‘growing’ in the 

classroom. We have, of course, started growing our 

own bean seeds. The children have been fascinated to 

see the germination process and in time we shall 

measure and see whose plant is the tallest. Thankfully 

they are ‘runner’ rather than ‘magic’ beans! 
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School Questionnaires 

Every two years, we send out a parental questionnaire 

to find out what you think of Tipton School. Your views 

are very important 

to us and help to 

make Tipton 

Primary School a 

very special 

school. This 

information feeds into our school development plan, 

which helps us decide the priorities for the next 

academic year.  

Your views do make a difference. We hope every 

parent will take the time to complete the 

questionnaire.  

There is an additional questionnaire for parents of new 

starters to the school and you will have received a link. 

There is also a separate questionnaire for parents of 

the FSU to evaluate the online journal. 

It would be very useful if you could complete a 

separate questionnaire for each of your children. This 

is the first time we have used an online system to 

collect results, so fingers crossed it works! 

Science PSQM 

This year and into next,  the school is aiming for 

recognition as a Gold Award School in the Primary 

Science Quality Mark scheme.  In order to achieve this 

we need to have achievements recognised in areas such 

as enjoyment and progress for all of the children,  

management of the subject, activities that enthuse the 

children and involvement of families and communities 

beyond the school.  We already have much evidence 

from activities such as those that happened during 

science week, visits and visitors and excellent science 

lessons, plus the science and the gardening clubs.  

However, you can help by letting us have any photos or 

write ups from the children of science based activities 

that they do at home.  I know from chatting with them, 

that kitchen science is a favourite activity on rainy 

days and many of you go to wildlife parks, woodland 

areas or the coast for family days out.    Also, if you 

have an expertise, an interest or a talent, which you 

would be prepared to share with the children which is 

science based, and safe, we would love to hear from 

you in order to make sure the children benefit from 

every avenue we can explore, and organise after school 

activities for our super scientists known as 

STEMLETS.    As a rule, science happens right through 

the school on a Thursday afternoon and teachers are 

always grateful for adult help …then we can run more 

investigations.  

Please address any comments re PSQM, or help with 

after school activities or the classroom,  to Mrs 

Ladbrook in the first instance.   

Year 1 Phonics Screening 

Tests 

 

 

 

 

 

This national test will be conducted by Mrs Garrick and 

Mrs McLoughlin with individual children, in the summer 

term week beginning 13th June. 

 

Sunny Days 

We seem to be getting some of these 

at last. We will take measures to 

ensure that children are not in direct sun for too long 

on sunny days but it would be really helpful if mums and 

dads could make sure that the children have 

appropriate sun protection.  

These precautions might include: a hat, sun cream and 

even an iced drink. 

Special School Lunch Menu on 

Thursday 19th May 

Next Thursday we have a special ‘Wild West Cowboy’ 

lunch menu for school census day. We really do need as 

many Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 children (Universal 

free school meals) as possible to order a hot school 

meal on this day please. 

 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.feniton.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.ottervalleyfederation.org/


 

 

Page 3 

www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk www.feniton.devon.sch.uk www.ottervalleyfederation.org  

RECENT EVENTS 

Maths Quantum Theatre 

Years 4, 5 and 6 visited Feniton to 

watch a play loosely based around 

Treasure Island. The story was very 

cleverly adapted and involved a good range of the 

maths covered in upper Key Stage 2. 

‘It was fun and teaching us things at the same time.’ 

Harry Y4 

‘I enjoyed joining in and answering all of the questions.’ 

Kishan Y6 

Year 5 Space afternoon at King’s 

The year 5 children spent a wonderful afternoon at 

King’s on 3rd May looking at lots of things to do with 

space. Some of our children won the ‘Best value rocket’! 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

Federation Day – Friday 20th May 

 

Happy 90th Birthday Queen Elizabeth! We have a 

special day planned for Friday 20th May which will 

bring Feniton and Tipton St John children together for 

a fun day of activities at Feniton School to celebrate 

the Queen’s 90th Birthday. Plans are underway and we 

hope it will be as successful as previous federation 

days, which have focused on Devon and on the 

Commonwealth. 

 

 

Arts Week: 4th-7th July 2016 

Between the 4th and 7th July we are holding our Arts 

Week.  We have a visiting artist called Lucy Jackson 

with us for the 4 days. Lucy specialises in running 

children’s art workshops.  Our week will be based 

around the theme of ‘Creation’.  The children will all 

contribute to art which will be displayed around the 

playground to enhance our outside environment.   

To make this possible, we need to start collecting 

materials and ask that families can start collecting 

from the following list to enable this exciting project 

to go ahead.   

We will need lots of: 

 coloured plastic lids (milk bottle lids, water bottles 

etc.) 

 other interesting coloured tough plastic items - 

paintbrush handles, plastic skipping ropes, plastic 

tubes  

 containers; thick plastic bottles particularly 

coloured ones (coloured washing up liquid bottles, 

shampoo bottles etc.) 

Please do support this by bringing materials into school 

and placing in the box on the steps by the school office 

so that we can ensure we have enough resources for 

the project. 

School Music Concert – Friday 1st July 

As you will be aware, the school has a concert in the 

Church each term. The aim of the concert is to allow 

the children the chance to perform the music they 

have been working on in class and for individual 

children to perform their musical instruments. We 

hope to see lots of parents again at this event this 

term. The concert will take place at 1.15pm on 1st July. 

Volunteers Tea Party – Friday 1st July 

The concert will be followed by a tea part for all of 

those who have helped the school in a voluntary 

capacity. May I take this early opportunity to say an 

enormous thank you to all those who have made a 

positive contribution to the life of the school and the 

learning of the children. We couldn’t do the great job 

that we do without your support. 
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Lolly Day: Friday 1st July 

Also on the 1st of July – we will have Lolly Day. This is 

a chance to raise funds for 

children at our link schools in 

the Solomon Islands. The 

lollies will be available for sale 

at £1:00 at lunch time. Let us 

hope for a bright sunny day! 

 

Chorister Outreach Programme 

The school has engaged with the Chorister Outreach 

programme which is a collaboration between Exeter 

Cathedral and the Devon County Music Service. This is 

a fantastic opportunity which will involve our year 4 

and 5 children, along with similarly aged children from 

other local schools.  The children will have 3 sessions 

at Ottery Primary School where a musical director will 

work with the children and on the third session the 

Cathedral choristers will attend. The culmination of all 

of this will be a singing performance at Exeter 

Cathedral on Wednesday 15th June. Mrs Greenwood is 

supporting our children at all the sessions and with the 

preparation for this fantastic event. 

Summer Fair 

Each year the children work together to create a 

wonderful summer fair. The stalls are their own 

creations and the children identify the charity that 

they wish to make a donation to. 

We hope to see as many parents as possible on the 

afternoon of 27th May.  

Work Day 

I know this seems like a long way off but it does mean 

that you have lots of warning! We would like to propose 

that we meet on Saturday the 24th of September. 

There are a wide variety of tasks that need doing. 

Every pound saved doing one of these tasks is an extra 

pound we can spend improving the school and our 

children’s education. When Devon are one of the worst 

funded counties and the Otter Valley Schools are 

among the least well-funded in Devon, every penny 

counts. If you can spare even a part of the day we 

would love to see you. 

SPORT 

Stockland Cross County 

Sixteen children from Years 3 to 6 completed the four 

Stockland Cross Country events. This was Mrs 

Garrick’s first experience of the races and she was 

extremely proud of all the children for their effort 

and support of each other.  

There were around twenty schools taking part and we 

were delighted to receive trophies for the Year 5/6 

boys who came 3rd overall and Nancy Smith who came 

2nd overall girl for Year 3/4, both amazing 

achievements.  

Thank you to the parents who drove and supported the 

event and the children who all appeared to enjoy 

getting wet and muddy. 

Rounders 

We are delighted that our team of year 6 pupils has 

been selected to go through to the East Devon finals 

to be played on June 9th at the King’s playing field.  

Thank you to Ellie Wood who captained the team so 

well and to our super batsmen who led us to a 19-7 ½    

win in the final game of the rounds. See the trophy on 

our shelf in the reception area of the school. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ottery St Mary Learning Community  

Mini Superstar Girls Champion 

Ellie Wood has won the OSM LLC Mini Superstars girls  

challenge – many congratulations to Ellie! 
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Mrs King 

Mrs King was a very special part of Tipton School and 

is fondly remembered by all who knew her. Directly 

after her passing the school, with help from donations 

from friends, family and the local community erected 

the covered area at the back of the lower site. 

Now that the ground has been cleared on the back 

playground we can finally go ahead with the planting of 

a tree in memory of Caroline King. The planting will 

take place before the start of the summer fair.  

Contacting School 

There was a 'prayer for the day' on Radio 4 a few 

weeks ago in which the speaker suggested that we 

should say nice things in writing and difficult things 

face to face. 

It is true that at school the most difficult problems to 

deal with are the ones which we have no knowledge of. 

With this in mind, we always encourage all parents to 

talk to us about issues as soon as they arise and face 

to face, so that we can deal with the issue promptly 

and effectively. 

If an issue concerns your child, do consult the class 

teacher and for more general issues, or for issues that 

can’t be dealt with by the teacher, you are always very 

welcome to make an appointment with Mr Tuckett via 

Mrs Nash. The Office email is admin@tipton-

stjohn.devon.sch.uk or telephone: 01404 812943. 

Permission Slips Reminder 

This is just a friendly reminder of the process for 

returning permission slips to school for trips, due to 

slips not being returned on time in some classes. 

For future trips requiring permissions we will email a 

copy of each letter as well as sending a paper copy 

home with your child. If we are missing permissions by 

the deadline for the slips to be returned we will send 

one reminder (this may be via email or paper). If 

permissions are not received by the day before the 

trip then your child will be unable to attend and will 

remain at school and you will be notified by email that 

this is happening.  

 

Pupil Premium Grant 

Children eligible for free school meals now receive 

much greater benefits through the Pupil Premium 

Grant (PPG) and it is definitely worth checking to see if 

you can claim this benefit. The grant is worth £1320 

per pupil in 2016/17 and is provided to pupils who meet 

the criteria below. This money comes directly to the 

school for us to invest in educational provision for your 

child.  

Children in KS1 

In KS1 ALL children now receive free school meals, but 

if you are eligible under the criteria below please do 

apply because the school will receive the £1320 to help 

your child. If your family circumstances change and you 

no longer meet the criteria, your child will not receive 

free school meals in KS2, but the school WILL continue 

to receive PPG each year for your child for 6 years! 

Children in KS2  

In KS2 your child will receive a free school meal, but 

this will not be known to other children as the 

information is simply held in the school office. Most 

families pay online for lunches and trips, so the 

children are not aware of who has paid / not paid. The 

children themselves will not necessarily be aware. If 

family circumstances change, your child will not receive 

free meals, but the school will receive the grant to 

support their learning for 6 years! 

Children in Pre School 

An Early Years Pupil Premium has become available 

since April 2015 for 3 and 4 year olds. This will be paid 

to schools at a rate of 53p per hour. Eligibility is based 

on the criteria set out below. Please let the main office 

know if you think you may be eligible. 

Who is Eligible? 

The school only receives this money if parents apply 

for it. Parents are eligible to apply for this grant if 

they receive one or more of the following benefits: 

 Income Support (IS) 

 Employment & Support Allowance (income 

related) 
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 Child Tax credit without Working Tax Credit 

with an annual taxable income (as assessed by 

HMRC) of less than £16,190 

 Income based jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA) 

 Guaranteed Element of State pension credit 

 Support under part V1 of the Immigration & 

Asylum Act 1999. 

 Universal Credit 

 If you have recently become unemployed but 

are still receiving Working Tax Credit, you 

may be entitled to free school meals for a 4 

week period only (applies to KS2). 

Children who receive this grant will also be entitled to 

50% off all school visits, including residential visits in 

KS2 and they can claim a free school jumper or 

cardigan each year. The school use the PPG to fund 

these incentives. 

Impact on Learning 

The school is held accountable by the government, so if 

your child receives this grant, the school must use it to 

support their learning. We achieve this at Tipton by 

employing teaching staff to work more closely with 

your child in small groups or individually to help them 

improve their Literacy and Maths.  

We invest in staff training with a specific focus on the 

needs of pupils receiving this grant. We buy additional 

resources targeted at individuals and groups of 

children. Without the PPG the school would not be able 

to provide these extra opportunities.  

What To Do Next?  

Parents can call 0845 155 1019 for advice or pop into 

the office and speak to Mrs Nash. We also have 

information on our school website. Details can also be 

found on the Devon County Council website: 

https://www.devon.gov.uk/free_school_meals.htm#app

lying-fsm  

Children who have a parent in the Services are also 

eligible for a grant of £300 and children in care 

receive £1900. If you meet one of these then please 

do check your situation is known to the school. 

Melanesian Mission UK Events 

Friday 20th May: 7pm at Ottery St 

Mary Parish Church: Solomon’s talk by 

Revd Cate Edmonds and Katie Drew 

Fresh from their recent trip to the Solomon Islands, 

Revd Cate and Katie will be talking about their trip, 

attending the enthronement of the new Archbishop, 

visiting religious orders and talking to villagers 

displaced by climate change. 

Saturday 21st May: 10:30–12:30 

Coffee Morning at St Andrews Parish 

Church, Feniton 
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Dates for your diary 

May 

Mon 9th – Thurs 12th   Year 6 SATs 

Monday 16th FSU Headcount Week 

 Year 5/6 Quad Kids at King’s 

Mon 16th – Thurs 19th KS1 SATs 

Thursday 19th  Year 5 Prayer Spaces Day at 

Ottery Church 

 School census day 

 ‘Wild west Cowboy’ special lunch 

menu 

Monday 23rd  Years 4 and 5 to Ottery Primary 

for Chorister Outreach 

 Full governing body meeting at 

Tipton 

Friday 27th  School Summer Fair (afternoon) 

Mon 30th May  Half-term  

-Fri 3rd June 

 

June 

Monday 6th June Non-pupil day 

Wednesday 8th  Year 6 Leavers’ photo 

Thursday 9th  East Devon Rounders Finals 

Friday 10th  Oak class attending LIFE 

Exhibition in Belmont Chapel in 

Exeter 

Mon 13th – Fri 17th  Year 1 Phonics screening checks 

Monday 13th  Year 3/4 Quad Kids at King’s  

 Final year 4/5 Chorister 

Outreach visit to Ottery 

Primary 

 Year 3/4 Tennis club at King’s – 

week 1 

Weds 15th (eve) Years 4 and 5 rehearsal and 

concert in Exeter Cathedral 

(evening) 

Friday 17th  FSU Open afternoon 

Monday 20th  Year 3/4 Tennis club at King’s – 

week 2 

Tuesday 21st Year 5/6 Go Ride Cycling at 

King’s 

Thursday 23rd Polling day – no school hot meals 

but pre-ordered packed lunches 

only. 

Monday 27th  Year 1/2 Multi-skills at King’s 

 Year 3/4 Tennis club at King’s – 

week 3 

Wednesday 29th  Oak class visit from Parliament 

Education Service 

Thursday 30th  Year 6 Life Skills visit to The 

Donkey Sanctuary  

 

July 

Friday 1st  Lolly Day  

  End of term music concert 

 Volunteers tea party (invite 

only) 

Mon 4th – Fri 8th  Arts week 

Monday 4th Year 3/4 Tennis club at King’s – 

week 4 

Thursday 7th PTFA Bag2School Collection 

Friday 8th PTFA School Disco 

Mon 11th – Fri 15th Year 6 Induction Week at King’s 

Monday 11th Full governing body meeting at 

Feniton 

Wednesday 20th  3.30pm PTFA BBQ 

 Last day of Summer term 

 

September 

Thursday 1st Non-pupil day 

Friday 2nd  First day of Autumn term 

Mon 12th – Fri 16th Sports’ Week 

Saturday 24th  School Work Day 
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