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          NEWSLETTER            March 2018 

Child Sickness 
If your child has an infectious illness such as vomiting 

or diarrhoea; please ensure you keep your child off 

school for 48 hours following the last bout of illness. 

Children returning to school early put all other children 

and staff at risk of contracting the illness. Thank you. 

 

Message from the  

Head of School 

The Easter Term is almost over! How can that have 

happened? Children and staff are both ready for a 

break but we have one last important event coming up; 

the Easter service. 

We have been getting the songs polished and are 

working on the contributions from the classes, 

thoughts, readings and prayers. The service is 

tomorrow (Thursday the 29th March) starting at 

2.15pm. All are welcome. Each member of the 

congregation will be given a daffodil during the service. 

After the service we will dress the large cross on the 

lower site.  

Sadly, as you know we have had to postpone the Easter 

Eggstravaganza event until next term due to the poor 

weather that is forecast. The date set for the re-

scheduled event is Friday 20th April. Fingers crossed 

for better weather! Please do come and support the 

children. The PTFA will be selling refreshments and it 

is always a really fun event.  

If we don’t see you before the end of term I would like 

to wish you a very happy Easter.  

 

Vandalism at School 

I am sorry to have to report that damage to school 

property has continued to take place on the back 

playground. This has included accessing the school 

roof, and shed roof, jumping from the school roof and 

shed onto sheds in the village hall area, damage to 

equipment on the back playground and littering of the 

back playground.  

The school asks respectfully that there is at least one 

adult supervising activity on the playground, even for 

children who are no longer at the school.  

We have had to resort to the police who have spoken 

to a number of people with their parents. Even this has 

not stopped damage to children’s equipment. We ask 

that any person who sees children behaving in an 

irresponsible manner phone the school and leave a 

message or phone the police. Please record names if 

you know them. 

School phone number: 01404 812943 (You can leave a 

message.) Police: 101 

The school is a special place. The playground is a public 

space. Our space. We want children to have areas to 

play in. Please encourage people to use the grounds with 

respect. 

PTFA 

A massive thank you to the PTFA for all the events 

they have run this term and for all the school activities 

they have supported. This is only achieved by a large 

amount of work and commitment from those involved, 

so thank you, 

The most recent event on Monday; the bingo, was a 

huge success with extra tables having to be 

arranged!!Thank you to everyone who helped and 

everyone who supported this event. I understand the 

chocolate raffle prizes were very much enjoyed. 

The PTFA have asked us to give a particular mention of 

thanks to Mr Hatswell, Mrs North and some of the 

year 5/6 boys and year 4 girls that helped at the 

event. Thank you also to Maggie for making the lovely 

Easter cake which was won by the Holland family. 

The next PTFA event will be the pamper evening on 

Friday 27th April. 
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The PTFA is currently helping to fundraise for new IT 

equipment for the school. Much of our equipment is now 

out of date and unsupported, making it increasingly 

difficult to use. We need to replace our server, mobile 

devices such as iPads and some desktop machines. All 

these machines then need licences and software which 

is an on-going expense. The hardware update 

programme has been estimated to cost around £12000. 

It will not be possible for us to do this without PTFA 

support so we are most grateful to the PTFA for 

agreeing to support this programme.  

World Book Day 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Stockland 
The final Stockland race has been run for this season, 

narrowly escaping the snow that we had two days 

earlier!  

 

All the runners did amazingly well! 
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Science Week 

Science week is a national initiative following a 

different theme each year.  This year, the topic was 

Exploration and Discovery.   Information about this 

week can be found at: 

https://www.britishscienceweek.org/  

  . 

 

 

Taking on the role of archaeologists, some of the older 

children made fake coprolites (fossilised faeces).  

Then, friends and family had to excavate them and 

collect the dietary evidence. They used lolly sticks or 

cocktail sticks to make sure they didn’t miss anything, 

as some of the evidence was really small.   

 

 

 

They also investigated catapults and ended up having a 

contest to see how accurately they could launch 

marshmallows at a target.  They looked at building 

bridges and who could build the longest and strongest. 

In Willow class the children found out about mountain 

ropeways and built models of mechanisms that would 

transport tomatoes down a mountainside.  Some of the 

results were outcomes of squashed tomatoes and ideas 

had to be reviewed and improved!    Investigation into 

wind-up toys led them to think about ideas of their 

own, making wind-up toys from a cotton reel, elastic 

band, a washer and matchsticks.  

The younger pupils investigated tins to try and sort out 

what was in the tins without labels.  Those with solid 

food in them rolled further than liquid.  Then they 

opened them to find out if they were right.   They also 

built bridges that had to be 10 cm tall.  If they wanted 

to beat the world record they would need to build it in 

3 minutes…..but took about twenty. 

Science week - fantastic fun and 

great science!    

By Felix 

Mostly, science week was fantastic, and could only have 

been improved by more days!  We made bubble snakes 

and wiggly, jiggly wind-up toys. I wonder what was 

going on in the classrooms?   

Harry said, “I think that science week went very well.”  

His friend Oscar added, “I think science week was very 

cool and my favourite part was the bubble snakes.” 

On Thursday, Willow made bubble snakes that often 

came out like a big blob and not a snake. Some added 

food colouring to change the colour of the bubbles, but 

actually, it only made the first few bubbles turn colour.  

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.feniton.devon.sch.uk/


 

 

Page 4 

www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk www.feniton.devon.sch.uk www.ottervalleyfederation.org 

We found out that if you put too much colouring in it 

wouldn’t work.  We think this was because we had 

changed the ratios in the recipe.    We needed twice as 

much water as washing up liquid.  Some bubble snakes 

were long and some were short because of the size of 

bottle used as a funnel.   We needed a J-cloth, an 

elastic band, a plastic bottle and bubble mixture. 

 

On Monday, Willow class made a tomato transporter 

that could travel down a zip wire.  We could use a 

bottle, some Sellotape or stronger electrician’s tape, 

some string, yoghurt pot, straws and pieces of net.  

Some of them could hold up to 30 tomatoes and more 

than other transporters, and some could barely hold 

five.  Some were decorated, some weren’t and some did 

not even work!  In fact most of them did not work 

because the next day was the day for improving and 

fixing them; most succeeded! 

Then, on Tuesday, Willow made some wind -up toys.  

Don’t worry it won’t wind you up!  You need an elastic 

band, two matchsticks, one long and one short, a 

washer and a cotton reel.  Some worked straight away 

and some needed just a little tweak.  Some jumped up 

and down, some went forward and some spun round like 

a ballerina.   

Class Updates 

Hazel Class 

Hazel Class has been very busy trying to teach a 

dragon their phonic sounds and remembering to put 

finger spaces between words when writing a sentence. 

The dragon is working really hard but sometimes needs 

support from our puppets ‘Have a Go Harold’ and ‘Don’t 

Give Up Duck.’ 

Sometimes the dragon can be a little bit mischievous 

and not share with others. The children are trying to 

demonstrate our nine Christian Core School Values and 

class code by being kind, caring, helpful and working 

together to be the best that they can be. 

The children take it in turns to be the Special Helper. 

They do certain jobs and get to take our class dragon 

and unicorn home for a sleepover. They write about 

their adventures and share it with the class the 

following day. Sometimes the dragon breathes fire and 

burns their tea! 

We are always very busy and learning new things every 

day. We love to play in our castle role play area, act our 

fairy tales, make magic potions and explore our school 

grounds. There is never a dull moment in the 

Foundation Stage Unit! 

Maple Class 

Maple Class have had a great half term with lots going 

on! 

Following the cold snap, and the disappointment of 

World book Day being cancelled, we had a fabulous 

time wearing our costumes the next week – as you can 

see from Ripley’s report!  Miss Ingrouille was dressed 

up as a grumpy old man who didn’t know what his name 

was.  She kept talking in a funny voice and we thought 

it was hilarious! 

Then it was science week and Miss Ingrouille let us 

make poo!  It was so messy to mix, using flour, salt, 

water and oil, and then we had to mix in different bits 

of food.  The next day we picked apart the ‘poo’ and 

tried to work out which character each one belonged 

to.  We had to think carefully about where different 

foods would grow best and which countries they were 

from.   We also built Lego bridges to see how far we 

could make a self-supporting bridge with no pillars.  

Our longest bridge was 74 cm! 

Now we are coming up to Easter, and getting ready for 

the DT challenge at the end of term.  Who knows what 

we will get up to in the Summer? 
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Examples of some lovely work from 

Maple class 

By Ripley 

 

 

By Sasha 

 

Willow Class 

 

Eco Warriors 

It is getting near to the end of this competition and in 

May we do have to submit our entry to the Devon 

Wildlife Trust.  The snow has given us plenty of 

evidence that we are making a difference to the 

wildlife in Tipton St John.   Liam had to break the ice 

on the school pond to ensure the water remained 

oxygenated.  But, we do think the first showing of frog 

spawn did not survive.  Our bug hotel has not been very 

active during the cold weather, but we trust that as 

spring comes it will become inhabited again.  Mr 

Tuckett caught a squirrel on camera, digging to find 

some nuts! 

 

Planting trees and mending holes in the hedgerows at 

Ayla and Dillon’s farm was started last term.  Thank 

you to Claire and Paul Burrow for enabling us to do this. 

We did it last term and are hoping to go back now, in 

spring, to see the progress and monitor wildlife 

visiting.  Do you have anything new in your garden to 

encourage wildlife to grow or inhabit the area? 
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At the start of the term, Paul Kensdale helped Oscar 

to make a bird table which we could attach to the wall.  

From the classroom we can monitor which birds are 

visiting it.  We have hung a fat ball (half a coconut 

filled with fat and mealworms) to the ledge as well.    

 During this half of the term, Lydia Solman visited to 

talk to the children about hedgehogs and how to build 

ways that they can get through fences and hedges and 

not get trapped in our gardens.   All of the children 

took home an instruction leaflet to help them to do 

this. We also received kind donations of bird feeders, 

bird food and lavender plants to plant out and attract 

insects, which in turn feed the birds.  We made a bird’s 

nest from a whisk, straw, dog’s hair and some feathers 

and have been watching to see if anything inhabits 

it…or if the nesting material is stolen!  We have some 

wild flower seeds to scatter when the weather 

becomes a bit warmer.   

Please, please send us any news you have about things 

you have done in your garden to enhance wildlife.   We 

need this for our competition entry. 

Bicton’s Big Bug Homes 

By Felix 

On the whole, everybody who went enjoyed the day, 

but some thought it was brilliant! Everybody had a 

bugtastic day and I was the photographer. We all went 

around Bicton on the Bicton train in the plant grounds 

and we drew diagrams of the plants we identified.  

Let’s find out more about the day. 

 

When Alex, Oscar and I got to the Bicton Bug Day, we 

played stamp the shadows as a warm up. Bugs and 

insects are so important for plants as they help to 

pollinate the plants and they are food for birds and 

small mammals.   We were told how to make the bug 

hotel and we had to use bamboo sticks for bees and 

leaves for the smaller insects….ladybugs, caterpillars, 

spiders. Rotting wood would support the habitat for 

slugs and snails.  So we had six sections, two of each 

type of habitat.   We were looking for insects in the 

left over leaves and these would be the first visitors 

to our hotel!  When the bees go into the bamboo, they 

fill the end of the hole with wax….that is how you know 

you have got bees.  
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These were put in our gardens when we got home.  

Could you make one for your garden?  Send us a 

photograph if you manage it to:  admin@tipton-

stjohn.devon.sch.uk 

The Orchestra of Amazement! 

By Ivy 

 

What happened when we went to the orchestra?  Well, 

mostly we were learning about actions (secrets and 

codes had the most actions). Oh, and Secrets and 

Codes is a song that they played beautifully!   

The Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra had many 

violins and all of the violin bows went up and down 

together.   Wow, their timing was perfect.    

At one time, we played a guessing game, matching their 

notes to a movie.  Generally, most people got it but 

everyone got it eventually.  

Excellent Exeter University courses 

By Nye 

Several times a year about seven or eight people are 

lucky enough to go on a special enrichment course at 

Exeter University.  The majority of them only go on 

one or two as they cost £35.   

You get dropped off by your parents (I’d set off at 

08:20 because of traffic) and after that you get 

signed in and wait ‘til everyone arrives.   

Normally, there are about eight courses each season, 

including science courses, coding courses and creative 

courses.  Personally, I have been on an Art and English 

course, a science course called Yucky Mucky Materials 

and another science course called Ingenious Inventors.    

Rosa enthused,  “I liked finding the finger prints,”  

after she had been to the forensic science course.   

Oscar went to a Design Technology course and he 

declared, “I really liked designing my own computer 

game.”  

What I say to other primary school children is, “Would 

you like to go on a University course?”  Find them on 

line at www.enrichment@exeter.ac.uk . 

Oak Class 

Whoosh and another term has whizzed by. The children 

have been involved in so many activities and in between 

have managed to produce some excellent work, 

especially in their writing - where they have been 

looking at the persuasive techniques used to promote 

an idea. There were some outstanding pieces of work 

encouraging people to come and visit Tipton.  

 

During science week they made a dubious tasting 

cheese and followed this up with a poo investigation. 

 

As ever the class were outstanding in their sporting 

achievements, competing in the East Devon finals in 

both athletics and netball and losing narrowly on 

penalties in the hockey tournament. Both girl’s and 

boy’s football teams were also successful in their 

recent matches.  
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Focus now is on revision for the Year 6 children and 

the soon to be arriving SAT tests. Year 5 will be 

supporting them with their revision as well as gaining 

experience with what to expect next year. 

New School Lunch Menu 
There is a new school lunch menu for next term which 

has been emailed home and is on the school website. 

You will also receive a paper copy. 

You will notice that the jacket potato option looks 

slightly different to usual on the menu. This is simply 

to allow more choice for the children to have tuna or 

coleslaw on certain days. Please note that cheese & 

beans will still be available every day. 

Missing Tipton Tops 
We are missing most of the bright yellow Tipton sports 

tops. If you have one at home please return it as soon 

as possible as we need these for other events. 

 

School Monkey Bars 
The school monkey bars are currently out of action 

until one of the wooden beams can be replaced. We are 

currently waiting for a contractor to do this. Until 

then, please do not let your children play on the 

monkey bars as they are not safe. We are hoping this 

will be done by the beginning of next term. If you do 

see any children trying to play on them please ask them 

to get off for their own safety. 

 

Exeter Uni Courses 
If your child has been given details of Exeter 

University courses – please note that there is currently 

a 20% off promotion for next term’s courses if you 

book by Friday 30th March. 

If your child does attend one of these courses please 

ensure that you let the school office know in advance 

when your child is attending otherwise we will be 

phoning you on the day to ask why your child is not in 

school. Thank you. 

Water bottles at end of term 
Please remember to take home old drinks bottles, lunch 

boxes, coats and jumpers at the end of term. Any 

unclaimed items will be disposed of at the beginning of 

next term.  

 

Local Events 

Please note that we are not endorsing any local events 

that we put in our newsletter - we are simply passing 

details on in case you or your children are interested.  

Thelma Hulbert Gallery 

Sat 31 March  

Homemade Automata 

Drop in anytime between 11am and 3pm. 

Join artist Izzy Wild, who will show you how to turn 

some ordinary household items into extraordinary little 

moving creatures. 

Suggested donation £2 

Wednesday 11 April 

Moving Colour 

Drop in anytime between 11am and 3pm. 

Using the work of Alexander Calder as inspiration we 

will be making colour move. Working with artist Tamsin 

Pender, we will be preparing for the Honiton Festival of 

Imagination by making a big collaborative mobile which 

will feature as part of the festival on Sat 27 April. You 

can also make colourful mobiles to take home. 

Suggested donation £2 

 

Sat 21 April – A special workshop 

with Fire the Inventor 

Mechanical Art Workshop for Families  

Exercise your artistic and engineering skills while 

learning some basics about the science of mechanical 

movement in this creative technology workshop. Using 

a mix of pre-made parts, chopsticks, a box, and a load 
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of art and craft materials, you can make a moving toy 

or automata that bursts into life at the turn of a 

handle.  

Booking essential - £5 per participant – there are 3 

time slots:  

11am, 12.15. 1.45 – each session will last for an hour. 
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Dates for Your Diary 
 

March 2018 

Thurs 29th  CANCELLED - Whole school 

Easter Egg Challenge 

 End of term service at 2.15pm in 

Church 

 Last day of Spring term 

April 2018 

Mon 16th  Non-Pupil Day 

Tues 17th  First day of Summer Term 

 Year 5/6 Tag Rugby at King’s 

Fri 20th 9.15am Re-scheduled 

Eggstravaganza! 

Mon 23rd  Vision screening for Reception 

children 

 Year 5/6 Quad Kids at King’s 

Tues 24th  4-5.15pm Top Ten Mini 

Superstars Challenge at King’s 

(selected children only) 

Thurs 26th  Year 5/6 netball at Ottery 

Primary after school (selected 

children only) 

Fri 27th  PTFA Pamper evening 

May 2018 

Throughout May KS1 tests 

Mon 7th  Bank Holiday 

Mon 8th  4-5.15pm Top Ten Mini 

Superstars Challenge at King’s 

(selected children only) 

Sat 12th PTFA Dog walk and scavenger 

hunt on Tipton village playing 

fields 

Mon 14th – Thurs 17th  KS2 SATs Tests 

Mon 14th  KS2 SPAG tests 

Tues 15th  KS2 English Reading test 

 This Girl Can Club at King’s: Girls 

in Years 4 -6: Session 1 

Weds 16th  KS2 Maths Papers 1 and 2 

Thurs 17th  KS2 Maths Paper 3 

 School Census 

Mon 21st  4 – 5.15pm Year 5/6 Rounders at 

The King’s Field  

 Full Governing Board meeting 

Tues 22nd  This Girl Can Club at King’s: Girls 

in Years 4 -6: Session 2 

Weds 23rd  Year 5/6 Cricket competition at 

Ottery Cricket Club 

 Willow class Kingfisher Award 

trip 

Mon 28th – 8th June 2 week half-term 

 

June 2018 

Mon 11th First day back to school after 

half-term 

 Phonics check week for year 1 

 Year 3/4 Quad Kids at King’s 

 4-5pm Active Summer Club for 

years 4-6 at King’s: Session 1 

Tues 12th  This Girl Can Club at King’s: Girls 

in Years 4 -6: Session 3 

Weds 13th  Class photos and year 6 photo 

Sun 17th – Wed 20th Oak residential 

Mon 18th  4-5pm Active Summer Club for 

years 4-6 at King’s: Session 2 

Tues 19th  This Girl Can Club at King’s: Girls 

in Years 4 -6: Session 4 

Thurs 22nd  PTFA Midsummer night’s quiz 

Mon 25th 1.20pm – 3.10pm Virtual Reality 

performance for Oak class plus 

Oak parents  

 4-5pm Active Summer Club for 

years 4-6 at King’s: Session 3 

Tues 26th  4-5.30pm Years 5/6 Go Ride 

Cycling at King’s 

Fri 29th  Whole school sporting activity 

 

July 2018 

Mon 2nd Year 1/2 multi-skills at King’s 

 4-5pm Active Summer Club for 

years 4-6 at King’s: Session 4 

Tues 3rd  Year 3/4 Kingfisher Awards 

Picnic 
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 This Girl Can Club at King’s: Girls 

in Years 4 -6: Session 5 (final 

session) 

Weds 4th  Bag2School Collection 

Fri 6th  Federation Day 

9th – 13th  Year 6 Induction at King’s 

Fri 13th  PTFA School disco 

Mon 16th – Fri 20th  Parent evenings this week 

(individual class dates to be 

confirmed)  

Mon 16th  Full Governing Body meeting 

Fri 20th    Sports Day  

Fri 27th  Leavers’ Service 

 Last Day of Term 

 

September 2018  

Mon 3rd  Non-pupil day 

Tues 4th First day of Autumn term 
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