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          NEWSLETTER              July 2016 

Farewell to Mrs Penney 

It is with great sadness that after nearly four years 

of working at Tipton St John Primary School, Mrs 

Penney will be leaving us at the end of this term to 

take up a new position at Cranbrook Primary School. 

We will all miss Mrs Penney but wish her all the best in 

her new venture. 

Mrs Garrick is going to take over the running of the 

FSU from September. Mrs McLoughlin will remain as 

the Year 1/2 teacher in Maple for 3 days per week and 

we will be recruiting a new teacher to work for the 

remaining 2 days in Maple class. 

If you have any questions please don’t hesitate to 

contact the school office. 

Possible School Relocation 

Two parent/community meetings have now been held to 

discuss the proposed school relocation to Ottery St 

Mary. Thank you to all those people that attended and 

commented and asked questions. We hope that you 

found the meetings informative. 

The Governors will be in touch again in due course. 

Parking and Safety 

We have received some concerns from worried parents 

and residents regarding parking at school at drop off 

and collection times and would like to remind you of the 

following for the safety of everyone concerned please, 

particularly in light of the accident outside Newton 

Poppleford School recently: 

 Please only cross the road with your child at the 

appropriate crossing points; from the car park to 

the lower site at the crossing point and from the 

lower to the upper site at the crossing point by 

the wooden gate. Please do not cut through from 

the car park straight to the upper site. 

 Please do not park by the railings next to the 

steps at the bottom of the upper site; this 

causes problems with visibility for other drivers 

coming out of/into the junction. 

  Please do not park on the road at the front of 

the lower site, particularly on the bends. A 

parent has reported several near misses where 

cars coming from Fluxton direction have had to 

mount the pavement where parents and children 

are walking because of the poor parking on the 

opposite side of the road which has caused 

drivers coming from the centre of the village to 

have to drive into the middle of the road. 

 Please do not block other cars in the car park, 

particularly at collection time by parking in the 

middle of the car park. There are car parks at 

the village playing fields and in Metcombe Vale 

which can also be used.  

Thank you for your understanding. We would rather 

you were slightly late collecting your child if it means 

you can park safely elsewhere, than be on time and 

park dangerously. 

National Strike Action 

School will be open as normal on Tuesday 5th July. 

 

Transition Arrangements 

Our year 6 children who are moving onto The King’s 

School in September will be spending the week from 

11th – 15th July at King’s to help prepare them for their 

transition. 

 

On Wednesday 13th July we hold our own transition day 

at Tipton where each child will spend the day in what 

will be their new class, from September. This can help 

with any worries that children may have regarding 

moving classes, and the children really enjoy this day. 
 

Class Updates 

Hazel Class 

On Federation Day, Hazel Class welcomed staff and 

Reception children from the Foundation Stage Unit at 

Feniton School. It was a fun day and, as Maple, Willow 

and Oak had gone to Feniton, we had the whole field 

and playgrounds to ourselves! The children made fruit 

kebabs, party hats and bunting to celebrate the 

Queen’s birthday. Then in the afternoon, the rain held 

off and we had games and a picnic on the field.  

Since returning from the half-term break, we have 

welcomed more visitors, when prospective children and 

their parents attended our open afternoon. Chris 

Holland the storyteller came along too, and the young 

visitors joined with Hazel class children to listen to 

Chris telling his wonderful animal stories. 
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Maple Class 

Maple Class have had a busy few weeks with SATs and 

the Phonic Screening Check. Mrs Garrick and Mrs 

McLoughlin are very proud of how hard all the children 

worked and their positive attitude during this time. 

We had a special phonic alien day, which involved the 

children and adults dressing up and imagining that their 

spaceship had landed on our school field. They ate 

space snacks, played space games and tried to teach 

their alien language to humans. 

To promote the pleasure of reading, we are in the 

process of creating a class display of children reading 

in extreme and unusual places out of school. You are 

welcome to come and look at our creative and amusing 

photographs. 

We would like to thank our parents for their support, 

particularly with homework, listening to children read 

and sharing books with them. 

Willow Class 

Willow class are stitching busily, making some beautiful 

fabric collages. Children are very keen to be practising 

their sewing as soon as they get into school! It’s not all 

handicraft though – we are very proud of the recent 

sporting achievements of Willow Class at the King’s 

School Athletics Festival. The Kestrels team came a 

very close second in the sports events, which was 

amazing as the team included some of our younger 

children as well as the Year Fours. The Owls team came 

joint first for the Fair Play trophy, with full marks! A 

fantastic afternoon! Two days later, the class visited 

the LIFE exhibition at Belmont Chapel and spent an 

afternoon in the Cathedral. We were thrilled to find a 

carving of Bishop Patteson on the pulpit! Year Four 

then joined Year Five to sing in a concert with the 

cathedral choristers. They did us proud! 

Oak Class 

Three intrepid campaigners organised a protest walk to 

school as a way of supporting the movement to stamp 

out pollution. The children found out that 100% of our 

grandparents walked to school and over half of our 

parents. Barely 20% walk to school now. In our 

geography work this term we have researched waste 

management and we visited the recycling centre at 

Newton Abbot as well as the waste for fuel plant at 

Exeter. We have also monitored noise pollution by 

collecting data from the various classes at different 

times of day; we measured in decibels using the data 

loggers. The children were interested to find out which 

classes were the noisiest and that OAK can be very 

quiet when they want to be! 

We have written stories modelled on our anti-pollution 

novel, “The Iron woman”, written by Ted Hughes. We 

found some recyclable materials to build the monster 

characters imagined and created by the pupils. We 

hope to finish writing the stories in best this week so 

that we can make a book for future generations to 

read. Already, we have a book of poetry to add to the 

library. 

The children have been working very hard towards 

their end of term reading comprehension and maths 

tests, so it has been rewarding to do some relaxing 

things, such as planting and watching the germination 

of our courgette seeds. In our family groups we have 

been investigating nature, building bug habitats and 

planting up patio exhibits of vascular and nonvascular 

plants. 

Recent Events 

Chorister Outreach 

Years 4 and 5 have been involved in the Chorister 

Outreach programme this term. The children had three 

trips to Ottery St Mary Primary School to practice 

singing with Stephen Tanner, Musical Director of 

Exeter Cathedral School.  

Following this the children participated in a fantastic 

evening performance at Exeter Cathedral with our 

other local participating schools. It was an amazing 

concert with Tipton children singing on their own and 

with the other local schools, and with the Cathedral 

choristers. The singing was absolutely fantastic! The 

children found the visit a real inspiration. 

Thank you to all the children who participated and to 

their parents for attending the concert and collecting 

them afterwards.  Also a huge thank you to Mrs 

Greenwood for attending all the outreach sessions and 

the concert – you are fabulous! 

The outreach programme was run as a collaboration 

between Exeter Cathedral School and the Devon Music 

Service. 
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Summer Fair and Tribute to Mrs King 

The summer fair was extra special this year because 

we began with a tree planting in memory of Mrs 

Caroline King. Some of Mrs King’s family joined us for 

this very special occasion. Penny Burnside and Miss 

Ingrouille both paid tributes to Mrs King and then 

some of the Year 6 children helped Mr Butler to plant 

an apple tree. Every time we see the tree we will be 

reminded of Mrs King and how special she was.  

The summer fair was a huge success again this year 

with a range of messy stalls and lots of fun and 

laughter, whilst raising money for charity. The final 

figure raised was around £145 and this will be donated 

to Cancer Research UK.  

FSU Open Afternoon 
The Foundation Stage Unit welcomed prospective 

children and parents to an open afternoon on Friday 

17th June. The young visitors joined current pupils to 

listen to the animal tales of storyteller Chris Holland 

and got to know each other playing in the well- 

resourced outside area. Parents were able to find out 

how they can access their entitlement to free early 

education for three and four year olds through the 

provision at the school, and about the social and 

educational benefits of an environment which caters 

for pre-school and reception age children. 

 

The unit, which has been open for a year, accepts pre-

school children from the term in which they are three. 

If you know of anybody who would like to find out more 

about what the foundation stage unit could offer their 

child then please ask them to visit the school website 

www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk, or telephone the 

school office on 01404 812943 to arrange a visit. 

 

Walk to School Day 

By Hattie, Mary & Imogen, Year 5 

Do you know how pollution affects the world? Start 

being healthier today and walk some of the way. Some 

children from Tipton St John Primary School have been 

doing this to help the environment in the local area. 

On Wednesday 22nd of June, Tipton St John Primary 

School had a walk to school day to stamp out car 

pollution. In school we have been learning about 

pollution and the 3Rs (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle) and 

we wanted to make a difference ourselves. 

 

The children who were doing it were split into three 

groups; one was in the Golden Lion car park, one in the 

playing field car park and one at the bus stop in 

Metcombe Vale. The walk to school day started at 8:30 

when teachers got to the three car-parks. 

We left the car parks at twenty to nine to make a nine 

o`clock start at school. The teacher was at the front 

and any adults who were helping were with children in 

younger years, as only children in years five and six are 

allowed to walk on their own because they have travel 

plans. We all had high-visibility jackets on to make 

ourselves seen in the dingy, drab, dark morning. It had 

stopped raining when we left but it was still a cold-

hearted morning like it had been in the early hours. 

 

 

When we arrived at the school we lined up in our 

classes and did three stamps and three cheers to 

stamp out pollution. 

Parliament Outreach Visit 

On Wednesday 29th June Oak class received a visit 

from the Parliament Outreach Service. The Regional 

Education Outreach Officer for the South West who 

visited, held an assembly which gave the class an 

introduction to Parliament by giving an overview of the 

three key parts of Parliament and how they work 

together to make laws. The children then had a 

workshop called ‘It’s all in the Debate’ where the 

children gained knowledge and skills in the art of 
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debating and holding a House of Commons style debate 

on a current issue. The children found this visit very 

interesting. 

Sports Updates 

Football Tournament at Sidford Fete 

Six of our year 6 boys attended the football 

tournament at Sidford fete with Mrs Garrick. The 

children got through to the semi-finals, playing against 

Sidmouth Football Team, only missing the final on 

sudden death penalties.  

Year 3/4 Quad kids 

On 13th June our year 3/4 children travelled to The 

King’s School for the Quad Kids tournament. The 

children competed in a range of activities; vortex 

throw, 50m sprint, long jump and 400m run.  

The Tipton premiership team came second overall out 

of the four schools participating. Both Tipton and 

Payhembury Owls teams received maximum points in 

the Fair Play competition, really demonstrating their 

values throughout the tournament. Because 

Payhembury were higher overall in 3 of the events than 

Tipton they receive the Fair play trophy for this year, 

but we are very proud of what our children have 

achieved. 

Year 1/2 Multi-skills 

Our year 1/2 children also went to King’s for their 

multi-skills festival. The children had a lovely time and 

learnt lots of new skills.  

East Devon School Games  

Rounders Finals 

Our year 5/6 children did incredibly well to get 

through to the East Devon School Games Rounders 

Finals. Although we didn’t win, a great time was had by 

all. 

Parent Governor Elections 

Recently the Governing Body requested nominations for 

two parent governors to join the board of governors. 

We received two nominations: 

Mr Martin Smith - who has children in years 1, 4 and 6 

at Tipton St John. 

Mr Smith stated on his nomination form that: 

"My wife and I are extremely proud that our three 

children attend Tipton St John. We have always been 

keen to support the school and the Federation and are 

passionate about the importance of village schools in 

the heart of rural communities. I have 18 years’ 

experience in education; during this time I have been a 

Headteacher of a Secondary School, Chair of a 

Learning Community (a Primary - Secondary School 

Partnership), as well as representing Devon schools on 

county committees. I would like to think that I can use 

this experience to actively support the Federation." 

Mrs Karen Davies - who has a child in year 4 at Tipton 

St John 

Mrs Davies stated on her nomination form that: 

"My daughter Olivia is currently in Year 4 and my 

eldest daughter, Madison, is in Year 9 at Kings. We 

recently moved to Ottery St Mary in December 2015 

from Cornwall, where I was the HR Manager in an 11-18 

College, working closely with the Headteacher, Senior 

Leadership Team and Governors. This gave me a good 

understanding of the education environment which I 

think could be really useful in this Parent Governor's 

role. We are very lucky that out children are able to 

attend such a lovely school and I would love this 

opportunity to become involved." 

As we had two vacancies and two nominations there was 

no need to hold an election and the governors are very 

pleased to welcome Mr Smith and Mrs Davies as they 

join the Governing Body. We hope they will be able to 

join us at our next Full Governing Body Meeting on 

Monday 11th July at 6:30pm at Feniton. 

PTFA 

School Disco 

Apologies but the date for the school disco has been 

changed to Thursday 14th July instead of Friday 8th 

July. Hazel and Maple class will be able to attend from 

6-7pm and Willow and Oak from 7.15 – 8.30pm. There 

will be a £1 entry charge on the door. 

The disco theme this year is ‘Loud and Proud’ – please 

come dressed in your best party clothes to show your 

amazing dance moves! 

End of Term BBQ 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
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We will hold our end of term BBQ on Wednesday 20th 

July at the end of the school day after the leavers’ 

service. There will be stalls selling books, second-hand 

uniform, cakes and fruit kebabs, a silent auction and a 

‘hook a duck’ stall. 

We would like to say a special thank you to Copperhill 

Farm meats in Sidmouth who are donating sausages for 

the event as well as supplying the burgers. 

If you are able to help in any way at the BBQ 

please let the PTFA know – we are very short of 

helpers! 

Advance Notice of AGM 

The PTFA AGM will be held on Thursday 6th October – 

please come along and join us! We always need new 

members! 

Congratulations to Luke  

Our congratulations go to Luke in Year 5 who 

auditioned for a part in a film that will be shot for 10 

days over the summer. Out of a considerable number of 

children who auditioned Luke was chosen for the part. 

Very well done Luke! 

Local Events 

Devon Library Summer Reading 

Challenge 

The Summer Reading Challenge is the UK’s biggest 

annual reading promotion for children aged 4 to 11. Last 

year, in Devon County Council public libraries over 

12,000 children took part! 

The Summer Reading Challenge combines FREE access 

to books with fun, creative activities in the library 

during the summer holidays. Throughout the Challenge, 

library staff and teenage volunteers support the 

children, helping them to discover new authors and to 

explore a wide range of different types of books and 

ways of reading, 

How the Challenge works; Children sign up at their local 

library and receive The Big Friendly Read collector 

folder. Children borrow and read at least six library 

books of their own choice during the summer, 

collecting special cards to complete their folder and 

rewards along the way. 

Library staff and teenage volunteers are on hand to 

advise and run family-friendly activities. 

Children who complete the Summer Reading Challenge 

are presented with a certificate and a medal.  

Alex Clements Summer Coaching 

Tuesday 26th July – Multi Sports Coaching Day 

Friday 29th July – American Football Coaching Day 

Monday 1st August – Cricket Coaching Day 

Tuesday 2nd August – Cricket Coaching Day 

Wednesday 3rd August – Cricket Coaching Day 

Friday 12th August – Multi Sports Coaching Day 

Friday 19th August – American Football Coaching Day 

Friday 26th August – Multi Sports Coaching Day 

All days run from 9am until 3pm for boys and girls 

£15 a day or £10 for a half day 

Come and join the fun this summer at Ottery St Mary 

Cricket Club! To make a booking or for more 

information, please visit the website: 

http://aclementscoaching.wix.com/aclementscoaching 

Or email: aclementscoaching@hotmail.com 

Venn Ottery and Southerton 

Residents’ Association Summer Party 

Saturday 23rd July from 18:00  

Venn Ottery Village Green 

Children's Corner, Raffle, BBQ, Live Music 

Just bring a chair, table, rug, cutlery/crockery and 

drinks 

£5 per child (under 5s free), £8 per adult 

Tickets from Tipton St John Village Store or call 

Howard on 01404 812229 

Ottery St Mary Choir 

Would you like to join a Church Choir? 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
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At Ottery St Mary Parish Church we are lucky to have 

an enthusiastic Choir with a strong membership of 

children and young people as well as adults, but we are 

always keen to recruit more children.  Why not see 

what our Choir does by coming to our Concert in the 

Parish Church on Saturday 9th July at 7pm?  The 

theme is "Celestial Skies" and will include both serious 

and fun music and words.  Entrance is £5 (£2 for those 

in full-time education) with proceeds going to the 

Church. If you cannot get to the concert you can find 

out more about our Choir by enquiring at the Church 

Office (Tel: 812062) or email 

churchoffice@otterystmary.org.uk  

Or you can contact Judith Reynolds directly on 812527 

or judith@judithreynolds.freeserve.co.uk 

 

Summer holiday activities - Tennis, 

Cricket and Swimming for children at 

the University of Exeter 

Our excellent children’s holiday programme will be 

running throughout the summer, with Tennis, Cricket 

and Swimming activities available alongside King's 

Camps. These fun sporting activities are a great way to 

keep kids active over the school holidays or to 

introduce them to a new sport. All sessions make use of 

the University’s superb facilities and excellent 

coaches, and are available at great prices. Half-day and 

full-day options are available for Tennis and Cricket, 

while Intensive Swimming consists of daily 30-minute 

sessions over a course of five days. The sessions aim to 

build children’s confidence and help them to develop 

their sporting abilities in a fun, safe and supportive 

environment. View the full range of activities online for 

full course information, dates and prices. 

For Tennis and Cricket, book a place online or contact 

the Sports Park reception on 01392 724452, or at 

exetersport@exeter.ac.uk. 

For Intensive Swimming, contact St Luke's Sports 

Centre on 01392 724940 or at 

stlukessportscentre@exeter.ac.uk. 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

 

July 

Mon 4th – Thurs 7th  Arts week 

Monday 4th Year 3/4 Tennis club at King’s – 

week 4 

Thursday 7th PTFA Bag2School Collection 

Friday 8th Year 6 drama workshops 

(afternoon) 

Mon 11th – Fri 15th Year 6 Induction Week at King’s 

Monday 11th Full governing body meeting at 

Feniton 

Tuesday 12th  3.45pm Meeting for parents of 

new starters 

Wednesday 13th Whole school transition day 

 3.30pm Open evening for 

parents 

Thursday 14th PTFA School Disco 

Wednesday 20th  3.30PM PTFA BBQ 

 Last day of summer term 

 

September 

Thursday 1st Non-pupil day 

Friday 2nd  First day of Autumn term 

Mon 12th – Fri 16th Sports week 

 

October 

Thursday 6th PTFA AGM 
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