
  

 

www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk www.feniton.devon.sch.uk www.ottervalleyfederation.org 

          NEWSLETTER            December 2017 

Message from the  

Head of School 

We have settled very nicely into our new routines 

and have made it through the longest term in the year. 

Christmas beckons and all that we have left to do is 

the end of term service. (2.30pm on Thursday.) 

The children have settled particularly well and gelled 

beautifully as a learning community. The staff has been 

particularly struck by the way the children have been 

working together, enjoyed each other’s company and 

supported one another when things have been more 

challenging. Everyone has worked hard and done their 

best. The progress in all cases has been very positive. 

Staff changes and moves have made a significant 

difference. Miss Treble has settled brilliantly into 

Willow Class with the able support of Mrs Ladbrook. 

Miss Treble took Willow to Heatree on Dartmoor for a 

short residential this term. The children and staff 

came back bubbling and fizzing with enthusiasm. 

Miss Ingrouille has moved into Maple class. This has 

been a spectacular success in many ways. One teacher 

and a great team of TAs have helped the class to be 

settled and happy. All of the children have made 

fantastic progress this term and our phonics progress 

has been really good. Well done Maple class. 

Hazel Class has had the challenge of not having their 

class teacher. Mrs Rounsefell has ably stepped into the 

breach. The children are making incredible strides 

forwards socially, physically and in their number and 

phonics work. We do hope to have Mrs Garrick back 

soon but in the mean time I am very pleased to have 

such an accomplished replacement for the children. 

The FSU is always a happy busy place. 

Oak have been working really well with Mr Hatswell  

and had a lovely, settled start to the year. They 

performed brilliantly in probably the most challenging 

play we have ever attempted. It was a pity that we 

were late getting to King’s on the Monday for the 

rehearsal but this was outside of our immediate 

control and meant we did not have the chance to work 

through the whole play before the performance on 

Monday. The Tuesday performance went really well. We 

will discuss with King’s whether it might be possible to 

have the hall for longer next year and will certainly 

remind the coach company of the booking next time! 

We live and learn.  

Years 5 and 6 have successfully beaten all the other 

schools in our local community in the two major 

tournaments held at King’s this term. They won the 

Indoor Athletics trophy and the Netball Trophy. This 

is quite remarkable when one considers that we are 

such a relatively small school when compared to 

Ottery, Feniton and West Hill. It confirms our belief 

that we are getting it right in sport. We believe that 

healthy physical activity is hugely important and must 

form a significant part of our curriculum. We are 

trying to create good habits for life. 

I would like to thank all parents for their support this 

term. I would ask that you continue to focus on reading 

and phonics during the break.  

Reading 

In foundation it is all about those important sounds and 

the tricky words. It is also about reading the children 

stories and sharing books. (I do know that it may well 

be the same book. I hope it is one you like if that is the 

case!) 

In year 1 and 2 we need to encourage the children to 

read out loud and to share books with you. They need 

to be using their sounds and grown-ups need to be 

careful to say the sounds rather than the names of 

letters. They need to be able to use their phonics to 

build words. 

In years 3 and 4 we are aiming to be able to read more 

challenging texts out loud and start to be able to 

answer questions about what they read. (We must 

continue to listen to the children read, encouraging 

self- correcting, fluency and confidence.) Just because 

they can make the sounds of the words does not mean 

our job is done. There is a huge amount still to do. 

In years 5 and 6 we assume fluency and expression. We 

are now starting to move towards something called 

inference and deduction (using non-specific information 

to form an opinion and support with evidence.) The 

children also need to be able to comment on the 

decisions made by authors. (Authorial intent.) These 

are high order skills and need practice. You listening to 

them and discussing a range texts in depth on a regular 

basis has a significant impact.  
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We do all these things at school but you and your 

opinions are incredibly important to your children. They 

need every bit of support they can get in addition to 

school.  

Engendering a love of books and words is key, so make 

the experience fun. (If it isn’t then we will be happy to 

have a chat with them to explain why it is so 

important.) Please read stories you love with your 

children. For me, one of my best memories was my 

Father reading to me at bedtime and my mother 

working on my reading. Visit the library or camp - out in 

the children section of any bookshop. There’s a coffee 

shop in Waterstones! I don’t have shares but if you 

have to go shopping it is a nice way to have some down 

time. 

Remember that you can take a GCSE, and an A level and 

a degree in English literature. We must not assume 

that our job is even half done by the time they leave 

Tipton to go on to King’s or elsewhere but what we do 

about reading at this stage makes life, later on in 

school, so much more rewarding. 

I do hope you all have a lovely Christmas and enjoy the 

new year.  

Please note that we start back on 

Monday 8th January. 

 

Christmas Play Collection 

Our collection at the end of the Christmas 

performances raised £109.13 for the Norman Palmer 

School in the Solomon Islands. Thank you for your kind 

contributions. 

School Term Dates 

Please only use term dates supplied by school or from 

our school website.  

Parents searching on Google looking for term dates will 

come across a variety of third party sites that claim to 

show our term dates but are, in the majority of cases, 

displaying generic dates for Devon schools that are not 

accurate for individual schools. These sites are often 

advertising products such as holidays! The school term 

dates have been re-sent to you with this newsletter 

and are always on the school web site.  

 

Christmas Service 

I do hope that as many as 

possible can come to the service 

on the 21st December at 2.30pm in the church. The 

children love to have parents and family at the service 

and it is a lovely way to start the holiday. 

After the service please allow the children to return to 

class and be released at the usual time. Thank you 

 

Class Updates 

Hazel Class 

It has been a busy and exciting half-term in Hazel 

class. We learnt a lot about crossing the road safely 

when we took part in Road Safety Week, supported by 

the Brake charity and enjoyed a variety of follow-up 

activities in the classroom. 

We also thoroughly enjoyed organising a cake sale to 

raise funds for our trip to Pennywell Farm. The 

children created labels and signs for the event and 

even cooked some chocolate crispy cakes to sell! 

 

 

 

The trip itself was exciting and magical. Highlights 

included watching and talking part in a beautiful 

nativity, seeing Father Christmas and riding on the 

Pennywell train!   
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The half-term ended with Hazel opening the Christmas 

production of ‘Bethlehem’ with their wonderful 

rendition of ‘Little Donkey’. Well done everyone! 

 

Maple Class 

Maple class have been learning furiously this half term!  

Reading has been making amazing progress, so a big 

thank you for all your work at home.  Recently, Year 

one had a brilliant time at Pennywell Farm seeing the 

Nativity Story with Mrs Rounsefell and Mr Tuckett 

while Year Two did some fantastic drama work about 

our class story.   

 

 

And then it became Christmas.  We were so proud of 

our dance in the Christmas Play, and think that 

everybody, even Miss Ingrouille, really did their best 

to put on a super-sparkly performance.   

 

We’ve also done some beautiful art work for the 

Christmas Service.  We are looking forward to the 

holidays now, and to the exciting things we will learn 

next year. 

Willow Class 

 

Residential 

In November Years 3 and 4 packed their bags and set 

off to Heatree House in Dartmoor for an action packed 

two days. The children (and teachers) really did have a 

marvellous time on this trip and I have to say all the 

children set an amazing example for Tipton School. The 

trip started with some team games where the children 

needed to work together to solve various challenges 

out in the woods. The children quickly learned that 

they needed to work together to complete the 

challenges and at the end they had collected all of the 

materials to help them set off a water bottle rocket. 

The winning team were those who fired their rocket 

the furthest.  
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After a quick lunch and a bit of time in their rooms the 

children were ready for their next activity which 

involved finding their way around a huge (extremely 

muddy) obstacle course. Let’s just say, it was lucky 

Heatree provided us with waterproof clothes for this 

activity.  

 

After a delicious supper, a class quiz and a teddy bear 

parade, the children were ready for bed. The next day 

started with some bushcraft –half  the children built a 

fire, made bread and toasted marshmallows while the 

other half built shelters for animals.  

 

After a swap, we decided to have lunch in the woods 

before heading back to pack our bags. The trip ended 

with some wonderful activities all relating to our 

history topic – The Bronze Age.  

 

 

The children got to experience life in a Bronze Age 

roundhouse, make their own clay, grind their own flour 

and make some jewellery. I would like to say a big 

thank you to Jan and Rod who came to help out on the 

trip and an even bigger thank you to the children who 

really did make the two days so fantastic. What a 

wonderful trip we had! 

Non-Living Things 

This half term willow class have been investigating 

what makes non-living things change….such as chocolate 

and butter melting, water freezing and the processes 

of evaporation and condensation.  The children have 

generated their own questions when researching the 

water cycle.  Can you answer any of these? 

• How much does a cloud weigh? 

• How did the water cycle start? 

• Why doesn’t all of the water in the sea 

evaporate? 

• If heat rises, why is it cold up in the sky? 

There has been much excitement in the classroom, with 

balloons filled with ice and taking measurements using 

data loggers.  Hopefully, we have learnt how to draw 

and label diagrams in all of this excitement! 

Continuing our Eco Warriors project, we have planted 

trees and shrubs at the Burrow’s farm as part of our 

partnership with the Woodland Trust. Thank you to 

Claire and Paul for helping us with this.  Please help us 

to continue this project by recycling Christmas cards.  

These can be brought into school in January and then 

we will take them to a recycling collection post in 

Marks and Spencer’s.  Also, we have set up the 

hedgehog house and are monitoring it to watch for 

evidence of inhabitants.  If you have set up any support 

for wildlife in your gardens, water containers, food 
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stores, bird feeders or other things, please let us 

know….perhaps send us a little picture to add to our 

scrapbook. 

Homework 

As always, the children took their most recent 

homework projects very seriously. They were asked to 

produce a project about one of the pre-historic time 

periods (Stone Age, Iron Age or Bronze Age) and I 

have to say I was astounded by the quality of the 

homework. Among the projects were eye-catching 

posters, PowerPoint presentations and lots of children 

had even gone to the effort of building their own 

roundhouses or weaving looms. Thank you to all parents 

for helping your children with their projects and a huge 

well done to all of the children. The projects have 

really made our classroom displays look fantastic this 

term. 

Send A Cow 

It has been fantastic to see three boys in Willow Class 

(Nate, Nye and Alex) take the initiative to raise some 

money for the charity – Send a Cow. This charity helps 

families who live in poverty by sending them a cow (or 

other animal) which can provide them with 

food/resources to help the families survive. The boys 

came up with a whole school challenge to design a book 

cover. Entries were 50p and they raised £24.05 which 

will be sent to the Send a Cow charity. In addition to 

this the UK government will double this amount if it is 

sent in before the end of December, so the actual 

amount raised will total £48.10. Well done - what a 

fantastic achievement! 

 

Christmas Craft Afternoon 

The children have really been getting into the spirit of 

Christmas in the last couple of weeks of term. On the 

5th December we had the annual PTFA craft afternoon 

where the children had great fun making a variety of 

different Christmas decorations to be sold at the 

Christmas Fair. The children were also in charge of the 

budget this year. As a class, we decided which 

decoration we would make after the children had 

researched prices of materials and thought about the 

profit we could make from each item. The children 

really enjoyed doing this and I think for some of them 

it was a bit of a shock how much things can cost! The 

craft afternoon ran smoothly with the help of some 

brilliant parent volunteers. The class are looking 

forward to seeing how much profit we make from our 

items. 

Nativity 

As a class we put in lots of effort into learning the 

Christmas songs for our annual nativity performance.  

Not only did we learn the words for all of the songs, 

but Willow class were also in charge of one of the 

dances for the play. Our last few indoor P.E slots have 

been used for the children to choreograph and learn 

our dance. For those parents who came to watch, I’m 

sure you’ll agree that the dance was brilliant and the 

children worked really hard to make sure it was a 

success. Thanks to parents for all the brilliant 

costumes and for helping your children learn their 

words. 

Oak Class 

This half term has just flown by, with it being a more 

hectic than usual half-term. 

 In November the Year 6 children were one of five 

schools invited to spend the day at East Devon Council 

as part of ‘Takeover day’. 

They took part in their very own council meeting along 

with a health and safety inspection of one of the most 

disgusting kitchens they had ever come across and 

then looked at both trade and communication. 
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It was a really fun day where the children got to dress 

up in character, see how the council operates and above 

all else they had the chance to sample an extremely 

posh buffet! 

The children continued to excel with their sport 

achievements- winning the local schools Sports-hall 

Athletics competition and missing out by one point on 

the Fair-play trophy. 

Fractions have been the main focus in maths and in 

English the children have been studying ‘A drove of 

bullocks’ with a focus on descriptive vocabulary and 

adverbial phrases. 

 

As some of you may have noticed there was also the 

small matter of our Christmas production, the children 

performed really well and despite a transport mishap 

that affected their preparation, produced two 

wonderful performances. 

PTFA 

A huge thank you to the PTFA for all the fundraising 

they have done this term, plus all the events they have 

supported at school. A particular thank you for the 

school party which all the children thoroughly enjoyed! 
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           Christingle 

Thank you to the church community for helping 

the children to make Christingles. It created a 

real buzz and supported the ethos of the school. 

They worked together, had fun, learnt a bit more 

about the real point of Christmas and made an 

important contribution to the service that followed the 

next day. 

The service itself always has me in two minds. The 

candles and the service are beautiful and bring 

community and family together. However, with my H&S 

hat on I was really pleased to have so many parents and 

friends there to help. All went well and hopefully, 

everyone who attended, is feeling a little bit more 

ready for Christmas. 

 

Science Mark Gold Award 

At the end of November Mrs Ladbrook attended a 

presentation in London to receive the Gold Science 

Mark award that the school had achieved. 

 

Scopay 

Following weeks of problems with our school lunch 

system, we have now migrated to a ‘cloud’ based system 

which should solve the problems experienced by 

parents, where account balances were not being 

updated. 

If you experience any further problems please do not 

hesitate to contact the School Office. 

Simplified T&Cs  

for Popular Apps 

The Children’s Commissioner for England and TES have 

produced simplified terms and conditions for 

Instagram, WhatsApp, YouTube, Snapchat and 

Facebook to help parents and carers support their 

children to manage their rights and privacy online. 

These T&Cs will be sent to parents along with this 

newsletter. 

Primary School Applications 

Applications for primary school places closes on 15th 

January 2018.  

Local Events 

Please note that we are not endorsing any local events 

that we put in our newsletter - we are simply passing 

details on in case you or your children are interested.  

Exeter Children’s Orchestra 
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East Devon Wildlife Events 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 
 

December 

Thurs 21st  2.30pm End of term Church 

service 

 Last day of autumn term 

 

January 2018 

Mon 8th First day of Spring term 

 Active Spring Club at King’s for 

years 4-6 at King’s 

Mon 15th  Active Spring Club at King’s for 

years 4-6 at King’s 

Thurs 18th  School census 

Mon 22nd  Active Spring Club at King’s for 

years 4-6 at King’s 

Tues 23rd  This Girl Can Club at King’s for 

Years 3-6 

Mon 29th  Active Spring Club at King’s for 

years 4-6 at King’s 

Tues 30th  Bag2School Collection 
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