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          NEWSLETTER            23 November 2016 

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 

envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 

Corinthians 13: 4-8 

PTFA 

Thank you PTFA 

On behalf of the children we would like to say a huge 

thank you to the PTFA for all their fundraising and for 

the activities, items and experiences they have 

provided for the children. Most recently they have 

paid for Maple and Hazel classes to go to The 

Northcott theatre to see Mr Poppers Penguins with a 

follow up workshop back at school. They are kindly 

contributing to Oak class to attend a Saxon day at 

Escot today, and in January they will be contributing 

£300 to Willow class towards the coaches for 

swimming lessons.  

Without these contributions we would not be able to 

run many of the trips that provide such memorable 

experiences for the children.  

Christmas Fayre 

The PTFA Christmas fayre is just around the corner 

(Sat 26th November 2-4pm). Please do come and 

volunteer and support this event to raise more valuable 

money for the children. 

Lucky Cups 

Please return your lucky cups to school by Friday this 

week. 

Children’s Christmas Party 

The PTFA will also be running their usual Christmas 

party for the children on Wednesday 14th December. 

You will shortly receive a letter requesting a food 

contribution for the party. 

Craft Afternoon 

On Thursday 24th November we are having PTFA craft 

afternoon in each class where your child will make a 

craft item that they can purchase at the fayre. If you 

would like to volunteer to help in your child’s class for 

the afternoon, please sign up on the sheet on the PTFA 

notice board.  

Class Updates 

Hazel Class 

The Owls have been busy creating lots of work to go up 

on the walls in Hazel Class. They have been learning 

many new sounds and how to read and write them. The 

Squirrels have been doing mark making activities with 

different resources.  

The children have been exploring the school grounds in 

their wellies and discussing how we can continue to 

improve the outside area. They have made bird feeders 

using lard and seeds, planted bulbs and produced art 

work with leaves they had collected.  

We are starting to practice for our Christmas 

performance and have changed our role play area into a 

grotto for Father Christmas and his little helpers.  

 

Maple Class 

Maple class have been working very hard at getting into 

a snappy routine.  We have been using and getting used 

to our new maths scheme and enjoy having our own 

workbooks and textbooks to use.  The children are 

working at encouraging each other in all of our work 

and helping each other to find out what we can do even 

better.   

Over the last few weeks we have been developing our 

drawing skills in art.  We went outside to look carefully 

at our school building so that we could make 

observational drawings including lots of detail.  We 

then used pens and a water wash to finish them 

off.  We think they look great!    

In RE our topic has been Celebrations.  We have shared 

parables from the Bible and looked at light festivals 

such as Hannukah and Diwali.  Our Indian dancing was 

very impressive!  Now we look forward to Christmas!    
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Willow Class 

 

Willow Class have been on a visit to Sidmouth College 

to meet Shushma, a Hindu lady who came to explain 

more about Hinduism to children from our local primary 

schools.  We already knew the story of Divali, but we 

enjoyed making decorated plates with our hopes and 

dreams for the Hindu New Year and trying out some 

rangoli patterns.  We also listened to some traditional 

music used in worship and tried out some yoga 

exercises with Shushma.  One thing we really liked was 

hearing Shushma read from the Bhagavad-Gita in the 

proper Sanskrit language that it is written in.  We 

hadn’t realised that it’s actually poetry and has a real 

rhyme and rhythm!   

We’ve also been putting the finishing touches to our 

clay work from when we were on residential.  Some of 

the glazes look a strange colour, but Mr Butler has 

explained that they will change their appearance in the 

kiln.  He’s taken all our work away now to be fired, so 

we’ll have to see what the results show!  Mr Tuckett 

says it’s the best clay work he’s seen for ages, so we’re 

feeling quite proud of ourselves.  

Today we started working on our dance performance 

for the Christmas Play.  Fingers crossed, we’ll have it 

‘alright on the night’! 

Oak Class 

Year 6 have had a hectic few weeks and have been 

working really hard. They have completed their mid-

term tests, finished their English unit on ‘The Secrets 

of Stonehenge’ and Geography unit on the River Exe 

Estuary.   

The coming weeks are going to be even more hectic 

with the Christmas production approaching far too 

quickly for comfort. Rehearsals are at an early stage 

but the children’s sense of humour and fun is already 

shining through and I am sure ‘it will be all right on the 

night’!  

As part of our unit on the Anglo Saxons the children 

are due to spend the day at Escot, experiencing how 

they lived and from a sporting perspective the sports 

hall athletics tournament is imminent at Kings.   

Over the next few weeks in English we will be looking 

at nativity themed poetry and in maths focusing on 

both division and fractions; times table knowledge is 

therefore essential. 

 

Coats Please 

The weather is getting colder and wet. Please can we 

make sure that children always come to school with a 

coat. While on the subject, I am regularly picking up 

and piling coats and bags and jumpers after everyone 

has left. Please can you ask the children whether they 

have got everything before the children leave and then 

look at them quizzically!  

Parent Evenings 

I hope that everyone had the chance to talk with their 

class teachers. If you didn’t it isn’t too late. We are 

happy to make arrangements that fit with you. It is an 

excellent chance to talk about things, sort things out 

and make sure school and home are giving a clear and 

supportive structure to the children’s learning. 

School Photos 

School photos were taken on Wednesday last week. 

Please have your orders back in school by Friday 25th  

November. 

The Willow Domes 

We have had the willow domes for a long time now. The 

children love to play in and around them. Sadly, they 

are starting to show their age. Unless we can find 

someone to revitalize them I suspect we will lose them 

in the near future. 

If you have any experience with Willow and would like 

to make a lot of children very happy we would all love 

to hear from you. We are more than happy to give some 

time to help and hopefully others will feel the same.  If 

you think you could help please could you contact Mrs 

Nash so that we can put a team together and make 

plans. 
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Other jobs 

There are still some outstanding jobs to be done on the 

school site that we didn’t manage to get done at the 

work day, especially the following which will help us to 

prepare for the winter: Clearing of gutters and drains, 

sweeping of leaves. If you are able to help please let 

Mrs Nash know. 

Christmas 

Yes I used the word. A lot later than the retail sector 

though! 

Our Christmas play is starting to come together. We 

will be doing The Magical Christmas Jigsaw. All the 

children will be involved and we hope you will all be able 

to attend on one of the two evenings. I am sorry it is 

more complicated now but the fire regulations have 

changed for The King’s School hall and this was the 

only place we could do it. The Tipton Village hall’s legal 

capacity is tiny and can’t accommodate much more than 

the school before going over numbers. 

We are trying our very best to make this work but 

there will be difficulties. Please be kind to Mrs Nash. 

We will do everything we can to be fair and 

accommodate peoples’ needs. 

Thank you in anticipation of your support in preparing 

costumes and helping with songs and scripts. In many 

ways the play is a Christmas Present from the school 

and children to you.  

 

‘I always prefer to believe the best of everybody, it 

saves so much trouble.’ Rudyard Kipling 

Christmas Play Tickets 

This year we will be holding our Christmas play over 

two nights - Monday 5th December at 6.30pm and 

Tuesday 6th December at 6.00pm (children should be at 

King’s 15-30 minutes before the start time).  

You should have received a letter regarding 

arrangements for the Christmas performances which 

includes a section on ticket requests. The reply slip 

must be in school by Friday 25th November so that we 

have time to allocate and print tickets. If you do not 

send your form in you will not be allocated any 

tickets. 

With The King’s Hall restrictions, if every child 

requests their maximum number of tickets then we can 

only allocate 5 tickets per family in total across the 2 

nights (i.e. 3 one night and 2 the other).  

Please only request tickets that you need and if you 

have siblings in school, please complete one form for 

tickets for both children – thank you. 

School Christmas Lunch: 

Thursday 15th December 

Reply slips for pre-ordering school Christmas lunch are 

due in today (Weds 23rd November.) If your child does 

not order a lunch by today then you will have to provide 

them with a packed lunch on this day. There will be no 

late orders as this becomes impossible for the Feniton 

kitchen staff to manage. 

Children-in-Need 

Thank you for contributing to Children-in-Need. We 

raised a grand total of £136.89. 

Christingle 

The Christingle Service is also rushing towards us. This 

will happen on Friday 9th December starting at 

2:30pm. It is in school time and is led by the church. 

The Christingles will be made by the children and the 

symbolism will be explained. It is always a beautiful 

service. The whole family is welcome. We would love to 

see the church bursting at the seams with light and 

sound.  

Cotley Farm Christmas Trees 

When parents or teachers buy a Christmas tree from 

Cotley Christmas Farm, if they present a voucher (this 

will be emailed to parents), Cotley Farm will donate £1 

to our PTFA.  

Cotley Farm are a family run farm based in Devon. For 

more information, you can visit their 

website: http://cotleychristmas.co.uk/ 
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Operation Christmas Child 

Shoe-Box Appeal 

Thank you to all those families who brought shoe boxes 

into school. We managed to donate 10 boxes from 

school. 

Local Events 

Sidmouth International School – 

Host Families Required 

Do you have children under 14 years living at home?   If 

so, do you want to earn additional income for you and 

your family?  You can earn up to £7500 a year tax free 

as part of the Government's ‘rent a room scheme’.  

You and your family can enjoy a cultural experience and 

make new International friends! 

Our Junior (8-13yrs) overseas students who come to 

study English Language all year round are  looking for 

host families in  Sidmouth, Sidford, Sidbury, Tipton, 

Honiton, Ottery, Feniton, West Hill, Newton 

Poppleford, and surrounding areas. All students attend 

school 6 days a week and door to door transport can be 

provided.  

For more details and an information/application pack 

please contact Vici Wilson,  Accommodation Officer on 

Tel: 01395 516754 or email: vici@sidmouth-int.co.uk  

 

West Hill Panto 

West Hill Village Hall  

Registered Charity No. 1160370  

Friday 6 January 2017 at 6.30pm and Saturday, 7 

January 2017 at 1.00pm  

 Wonder Productions join us for their 7th year to 

entertain us with their performance of CINDERELLA, 

a fun filled pantomime for the whole family!  

 Get swept away by one of the most enchanting fairy 

tales of all time, as Wonder Productions brings to life 

this Christmas, the most loved pantomime of them all – 

Cinderella.  

 This classic rags to riches story tells us of the 

beautiful young girl who is cruelly treated by her 

jealous Ugly Step-sisters. If she’s to meet her Prince 

Charming and find true love before the clock strikes 

midnight, she’ll need all the magic her Fairy Godmother 

can muster up, along with the help from her best 

friend Buttons.  

 Will Cinderella get her fairy tale ending? Book your 

tickets now to find out!  

 Bar, tea/coffee and soft drinks, ice creams, sweets 

and raffle prizes.  

Children’s area to sit right in front of the stage.  

Tickets £9 per adult and £7 per child under 16 

available from West Hill Post Office or phone Tricia 

Heard on 01404 814191.  Group discounts available on 

Friday night.  

 All proceeds will go to Village Hall improvements.  

 

Dates for Your Diary 

 

Wednesday 23rd  Oak class trip to Escot 

 Deadline for school Christmas 

lunch orders 

Thursday 24th Craft afternoon (whole school) 

Friday 25th  Deadline for Christmas play 

ticket requests 

 Lucky cups into school 

Saturday 26th 2-4pm PTFA Christmas Fayre 

Monday 28th  Year 5/6 Sportshall athletics at 

King’s 

  4-5pm Mini-handball club for 

years 4, 5 & 6 at King’s 

 

December 

Thursday 1st  Year 6 height & weight 

screening checks 

Friday 2nd  Last day of clubs (except 

cookery) 

Monday 5th   1pm whole school to King’s for 

Christmas play rehearsal 
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  4pm Parents collect children 

from King’s  

 4-5pm Mini-handball club for 

years 4, 5 & 6 at King’s 

 6.30pm Christmas play at King’s 

(night 1)  

  6.30pm Full Governing Body 

meeting 

Tuesday 6th 6.00pm Christmas play at King’s 

(night 2) 

Wednesday 7th  3.30pm – 4.45pm: Extra cookery 

club 

Thursday 8th Children making Christingles in 

the church 

Friday 9th 2.30pm Christingle Service in 

the Church 

Wednesday 14th  Mid-day: PTFA Christmas Party 

Thursday 15th  School Christmas Lunch 

Friday 16th  Last day of term 

 

January 

Tuesday 3rd  Non-pupil day 

Wednesday 4th   First day of Spring term 

 13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 1 

of 6 for Willow class 

Monday 9th  Basketball club for years 4, 5 

and 6 at King’s (week 1 of 4) 

 Year 5/6 Football league at St 

Peter’s, Exeter (selected 

children only) 

Wednesday 11th 13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 2 

of 6 for Willow class 

Monday 16th  Basketball club for years 4, 5 

and 6 at King’s (week 2 of 4) 

Wednesday 18th  13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 3 

of 6 for Willow class 

Thursday 19th Playground Leader 2 training 

Monday 23rd  Basketball club for years 4, 5 

and 6 at King’s (week 3 of 4) 

Wednesday 25th  13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 4 

of 6 for Willow class 

Monday 30th  Basketball club for years 4, 5 

and 6 at King’s (week 4 of 4) 

 Year 5/6 Football league at St 

Peter’s, Exeter (selected 

children only) 

February 

Wednesday 1st 13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 5 

of 6 for Willow class 

Monday 6th  Year 5/6 hockey tournament at 

King’s 

 Year 5/6 Football league at St 

Peter’s, Exeter (selected 

children only) 

Wednesday 8th  13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 6 

of 6 for Willow class 

Mon 13th – Fri 17th  Half-term 

Monday 27th  KS2 Cheerleading club at King’s 

(week 1) 

 

March 

Wednesday 1st  Stockland race 3 

Monday 6th  KS2 Cheerleading club at King’s 

(week 2) 

 Year 5/6 Football league match 

(selected children only) 

Wednesday 7th King’s cross country race 2 

Monday 13th  KS2 Cheerleading club at King’s 

(week 3) 

Tuesday 14th  Year 3/4 orienteering at 

Killerton 

Thursday 16th  9:00 Reception height & weight 

checks 

Monday 20th   Year 5/6 tag rugby tournament 

at King’s 

 4-5pm KS2 Cheerleading club at 

King’s (week 4) 

Mon 20th – Fri 25th  Bikeability for year 5 plus some 

year 6 children 

Wednesday 22nd  Stockland race 4 

Monday 27th  Year 5/6 Football league at St 

Peter’s, Exeter (selected 

children only) 

 Full GB meeting 

Friday 31st  Last day of Spring term 
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