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          NEWSLETTER            15 December 2016 

Staffing 

It has been a term of staff accident and illness. I 

am pleased to be able to confirm that staffing 

should be back to normal - a relief for all! Thank 

you for your patience and well done to the 

children for coping so well. We look forward to 

seeing Mrs Ladbrook next term and are very pleased to 

have Mr Hatswell back in class. Who knows, I may not 

be limping after Christmas! Don't hold your breath on 

that one. 

We still have a Meal-time Assistant vacancy at school – 

please see the school web site or contact the school 

office if you are interested. 

Maths No Problem 

You may have heard that the school has invested in a 

new maths scheme this term. We are responding to a 

number of influences. They include: higher 

expectations for all as a result of the new curriculum 

set out in 2014, research that shows that the 

Singapore approach to mathematics learning is highly 

effective, and staff development. 

We believe that parents may well want some input on 

this so we will be providing parent open evenings to 

have a look at the new scheme and receive key pointers 

from staff on how to support this approach. These 

meetings will be on offer at Feniton and Tipton. You 

are very welcome to attend either. Dates are to be 

confirmed. 

E-safety 

This is an on-going aspect of education for children and 

for their parents. We need to remain vigilant but 

positive about the Internet and technology. We will 

again be offering parents the chance to attend training 

in order to keep you up to date with issues and provide 

practical approaches to the management of IT in the 

home. 

It is important to note that all the significant issues 

that the federation has had to deal with have been at 

home. They are few and far between but you and the 

school want none. A date has already been set for two 

sessions at Feniton on 25th January 2017 at 2.30pm 

and 6.30pm and there will be a session at Tipton later 

during the year.  

 

Funding  

It is interesting to note that funding for schools has 

been mentioned in the national news. The reality is that 

a number of things hitherto part of the funding 

formula will be withdrawn. On top of this, things such 

as a 1% pay increase, funding around supporting special 

educational needs, increased costs for employment, 

very poor funding for Devon schools when compared 

with other counties and a number of other factors 

build a picture where each child will actually see a drop 

in funding.  

On top of this, education is in line for 3 billion pounds 

of ‘savings’ nationally.  

The federation’s shortfall to the National average is 

equivalent to 3 extra teachers a year. 

The cut to fill Devon’s deficit in the High Needs block 

is equivalent to 1.5 Teaching Assistants across the 

federation 

For Tipton the new apprenticeship levy is the same as 

the whole of the repairs and improvement budget plus 

all the stock items like pencils, pens, exercise books, 

glue, art paint, etc., or, the same as all the staff 

training and the budgets for English, Maths and 

Science. 

It is true that the government is saying that they will 

be reviewing the inequalities in county funding but this 

was meant to be happening in April 2017, but has 

already been delayed to 2018.  

All schools will be less well funded in the next financial 

year. 

It is vital therefore that we all support the PTFA in 

the great work that they do, and help in as many ways 

as possible to save money through work days, 

volunteering and other practical measures. This is going 

to be a very difficult period for all schools. They are 

already under considerable pressure. If we work 

together to support each other we can make sure that 

our children continue to get the great chances offered 

at Tipton. 
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Writing moderations 

Recently, teachers in years 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 have met 

with teachers at Feniton to look at writing. This is 

called a moderation process. The aim is to share good 

practice, compare standards (which we set high) and 

agree how well our children are progressing. 

This is something that helps teachers to be clear about 

expectations, learn from other teachers and share 

good practice. It is very important that schools do 

this. The risk is that schools become complacent and 

sit on past success. In our federation we are always 

looking to search out new opportunities and to learn 

and improve what we do. 

The staff training day on the 3rd of January is a case 

in point. We will be going over to Exmouth to spend the 

day working with the staff of Feniton, Withycombe 

Raleigh and St Martins in Cranbrook. We have 

deliberately chosen to work with these schools because 

they are different and therefore more likely to offer 

insights and approaches that we might have overlooked. 

The focus will be on ‘Talk for Writing’ but we will also 

be considering how to help teachers demonstrate 

progress in children’s books. We are hoping that this 

will be the start of close collaboration with these 

schools on a wide variety of issues. 

Craft Day 

Thank you to all the parents who came in to support 

the children in the making of craft items for the 

Christmas Fair. Some lovely things were made and by 

all accounts a lot of fun was had. Well done to all and 

thank you for the support of the PTFA. 

Sports Hall Athletics 

Years 5 and 6 went to a sports hall athletics 

tournament at Kings recently. I was very pleased with 

the attitude and confidence that the children showed. 

It was notable that the Tipton children seemed to be 

more focused and more strategic in their approach. 

We were competing against Ottery and West Hill. The 

final events were the relays. Despite being a much 

smaller school the children comprehensively won both 

the events we took part in. This was despite the fact 

that some of the teams had year 10 children making up 

the numbers for some of the other schools. Well done 

years 5 and 6. 

School Christmas Play 

Despite changing to two nights and limiting the 

audience size the plays at King’s went really well. A big 

thank you, to the children, for coping with two late 

nights and adapting so well to the hall.  

I thought the acting was first rate, as was the dancing 

and singing. Thank you for supporting them and for 

your generosity in contributing so kindly to the 

collection for a defibrillator for Tipton Village. It is 

great to think that as a result of the children’s 

performance a life or lives may be saved. It is a really 

good thing that the children learn that by working 

together they can make an important difference. 

We collected £298.28 from the collection. 

Tickets for Turkey Raffle 

Please note that we are still selling tickets for the 

turkey raffle. The draw will take place on Friday 

morning. A 7Kg free-range turkey is very kindly being 

donated by one of our families. The turkey will come 

from Spurtham Farm in Uppottery. Tickets are £1 

each. All money made will go towards the defibrillator. 

Christingle  

Thank you to the church community for coming in to 

school to help the children make 

Christingles. It created a real buzz 

and supported the ethos of the 

school. They worked together, had 

fun, learnt a bit more about the real 

point of Christmas and made an important 

contribution to the service that followed the next day. 

The service itself always has me in two minds. The 

candles and the service are beautiful and bring 

community and family together. However, with my H&S 

hat on I was really pleased to have so many parents and 

friends there to help. All went well and hopefully, 

everyone who attended, is feeling a little bit more 

ready for Christmas. 

Advent Spaces 

This year and last year we have run this set of 

activities. The aim is to help children think about 

important aspects in the run up to the 25th.  As a 

church school we believe it is our responsibility to 

gently help children to think about the meaning of the 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.feniton.devon.sch.uk/


 

 

Page 3 

www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk www.feniton.devon.sch.uk www.ottervalleyfederation.org 

festival and what we can do collectively to make sure as 

many people as possible share in this. The activities 

were fun but thought provoking. Our children are great 

thinkers. 

One teacher mentioned how brilliant it was to see our 

older children teaching the younger ones. The older 

children in the Ethos Team were so confident and clear 

about what they wanted to share and the younger 

children showed a marvellous respect for the teaching 

they were receiving. 

PTFA Christmas Party 

The PTFA have traditionally set up a fantastic lunch 

for all the children with parental support. I am pleased 

to report that behaviour was excellent and manners 

were impeccable.  

After lunch Father Christmas arrived. I hope that 

children and adults alike have been good this year and 

that you have a lovely Christmas. 

Christmas Service 

I do hope that as many as 

possible can come to the service 

on the 16th December. It will be held in the church at 

2:15. The children love to have parents and family at 

the service and it is a lovely way to start the holiday. 

After the service please allow the children to return to 

class and be released at the usual time. Thank you. 

Error with school term dates 

for next academic year 

Unfortunately there was an error in our school term 

dates for next academic year 2017-18. You were sent 

an amended list of dates earlier this week. The only 

dates affected were the end of the autumn and start 

of the spring terms next year. We break up on 

Thursday 21st December 2017 and return to school on 

Monday 8th January 2018. The corrected dates are on 

the school web site.  

Local Events 

West Hill Panto 

West Hill Village Hall  

Registered Charity No. 1160370  

Friday 6 January 2017 at 6.30pm and Saturday, 7 

January 2017 at 1.00pm  

 Wonder Productions join us for their 7th year to 

entertain us with their performance of CINDERELLA, 

a fun filled pantomime for the whole family!  

 Get swept away by one of the most enchanting fairy 

tales of all time, as Wonder Productions brings to life 

this Christmas, the most loved pantomime of them all – 

Cinderella.  

 This classic rags to riches story tells us of the 

beautiful young girl who is cruelly treated by her 

jealous Ugly Step-sisters. If she’s to meet her Prince 

Charming and find true love before the clock strikes 

midnight, she’ll need all the magic her Fairy Godmother 

can muster up, along with the help from her best 

friend Buttons.  

 Will Cinderella get her fairy tale ending? Book your 

tickets now to find out!  

Bar, tea/coffee and soft drinks, ice creams, sweets 

and raffle prizes.  

Children’s area to sit right in front of the stage.  

Tickets £9 per adult and £7 per child under 16 

available from West Hill Post Office or phone Tricia 

Heard on 01404 814191.  Group discounts available on 

Friday night.  

 All proceeds will go to Village Hall improvements.  

East Devon Nature Reserves 

Reindeer trail, Tuesday 20 December, 

10.30am to 3pm, Seaton Wetlands 

Father Christmas needs your help! Follow the clues 

around the Wetlands to help track down his missing 

reindeer. Followed by Christmas crafts and hot drinks. 

No booking required. £3 per child. Find out more at 

wildeastdevon.co.uk 

Wassailing walk, Saturday 7 January, 

10am to 11am, Cranbrook 
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A wassailing walk down to the Cranbrook Community 

orchard with the Country Park Ranger to bless the 

trees and encourage a new harvest. No booking 

required, free, donations welcomed. Find out more at 

wildeastdevon.co.uk 

Countryside calendars 

This year the Countryside service ran a photography 

competition. There were over 150 entries of views and 

wildlife found in East Devon. The top 12 are included on 

the Countryside calendar which is being sold for just 

£6 each.  

Purchase calendars online: https://goo.gl/mrFGMZ or 

call 01395 517557 

All funds raised will go back into the management of 

East Devon District Council Nature Reserves. 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

 

Friday 16th  2.15pm Church service 

 Last day of term 

 

January 

Tuesday 3rd  Non-pupil day 

Wednesday 4th   First day of Spring term 

 13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 1 

of 6 for Willow class 

Monday 9th  Basketball club for years 4, 5 

and 6 at King’s (week 1 of 4) 

 Year 5/6 Football league at St 

Peter’s, Exeter (selected 

children only) 

Wednesday 11th 13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 2 

of 6 for Willow class 

Monday 16th  Basketball club for years 4, 5 

and 6 at King’s (week 2 of 4) 

Wednesday 18th  13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 3 

of 6 for Willow class 

Thursday 19th Playground Leader 2 training 

Monday 23rd  Basketball club for years 4, 5 

and 6 at King’s (week 3 of 4) 

Wednesday 25th  13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 4 

of 6 for Willow class 

Monday 30th  Basketball club for years 4, 5 

and 6 at King’s (week 4 of 4) 

 Year 5/6 Football league at St 

Peter’s, Exeter (selected 

children only) 

February 

Wednesday 1st 13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 5 

of 6 for Willow class 

Monday 6th  Year 5/6 hockey tournament at 

King’s 

 Year 5/6 Football league at St 

Peter’s, Exeter (selected 

children only) 

Wednesday 8th  13:45 – 14:45 Swimming lesson 6 

of 6 for Willow class 

Mon 13th – Fri 17th  Half-term 

Monday 27th  KS2 Cheerleading club at King’s 

(week 1) 

 

March 

Wednesday 1st  Stockland race 3 

Monday 6th  KS2 Cheerleading club at King’s 

(week 2) 

 Year 5/6 Football league match 

(selected children only) 

Wednesday 7th King’s cross country race 2 

Monday 13th  KS2 Cheerleading club at King’s 

(week 3) 

Tuesday 14th  Year 3/4 orienteering at 

Killerton 

Thursday 16th  9:00 Reception height & weight 

checks 

Monday 20th   Year 5/6 tag rugby tournament 

at King’s 

 4-5pm KS2 Cheerleading club at 

King’s (week 4) 

Mon 20th – Fri 25th  Bikeability for year 5 plus some 

year 6 children 

Wednesday 22nd  Stockland race 4 

Monday 27th  Year 5/6 Football league at St 

Peter’s, Exeter (selected 

children only) 

 Full GB meeting 

Friday 31st  Last day of Spring term 
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