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          NEWSLETTER            April 2019 

Message from Mr Tuckett 

Easter is still a fair way off so prepping for the Easter 

Service is a little odd. We had great eggspectations for 

the usual and very traditional launching of eggs made by 

a particular chocolate factory. The challenge was a little 

more eggsacting than usual and turned out to be a very 

eggciting event. 

 

During the past half-term we have managed to do a 

great many things. Chief amongst these was science 

week ably arranged and led by Mrs Ladbrook. I had no 

idea we had astronomers, tree specialists, bird people 

and even forensic scientists within easy reach of the 

school. 

 

The aim of the week was to enthuse and engage the 

children in a range of science and show everyone what 

wonderful opportunities there are and what a 

spectacular and special world we live in. I think we 

achieved this. I was particularly struck by the final 

event where a number of parents and friends of the 

school spoke about their particular area of science. 

What was brilliant, was that so many of our speakers 

were women. This is an important message to get across 

to our children. We need more girls to take up science - 

based subjects. 

 

We have had a number of visits from our governing 

board. They do such an important role for both our 

schools. Their reports were reassuringly positive and 

developmental. If you encounter any of our governors, 

please say a thank you. They do not get paid to do their 

roles and often end up being sounding boards for issues 

rather than nice things. 

 

Thank you to PC Simon Evans. He came in to talk about 

e- safety on the 27th of March. I know that those who 

went found the presentation helpful. As a nation we 

seem to be a little bit ‘it will be all right’ in terms of safe 

use of the Internet.  

 

What concerns me most is that our young people have 

consistently found new and different ways to use the 

Internet and apps since its inception but have also 

consistently shown that they have often not developed 

fully the life skills to stay safe and cope with challenges. 

Staying up to date with the latest developments is, in my 

view, one of the trickiest parts of safeguarding our 

children at school and in the home. From my own 

experience as a head, sometimes, the outcomes of young 

people’s decisions are truly dreadful. 

 

On a more cheerful note World Book Day was a lovely 

day. The hats were a picture with many very imaginative 

creations. We had a great time looking at all the 

different hats and working out which story they 

represented. Well done to everyone who participated or 

helped. It was a truly positive and exciting day for the 

children. 

 

The Easter Service is set to start at 2.15pm. We hope 

to see as many as possible for this, the most important 

festival in the Christian calendar. 

 

Happy Easter.  

 

ParentPay 

Over the Easter holidays, if you have not done so 

already, please log into your ParentPay account (the 

system we use to send communications and which you use 

to make payments to school) and register your email 

address and mobile phone numbers. We would like to get 

to a stage by the end of this year of not accepting any 

more cash or cheques. Those who wish to pay by cash 

can do so using PayPoint. 

Egg Launching! 

Thank you so much to everybody who supported this 

hugely successful event yesterday – it really was a huge 

amount of fun and has to be one of the top events in the 

Tipton school calendar! Thank you to all of you who 

helped your children with creating their egg launchers 

and those who were able to come along on the day itself. 
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Class Updates 

Hooray for Hazel Class! 

The children in Hazel Class have been very busy in the 

unit, learning lots of new and exciting things. They loved 

Science Week, particularly seeing real owls and making 

lots of mess with custard powder and water.  To keep 

their three snails company on the nature table they have 

also had tadpoles in for a few weeks. 

 

 

 

The main theme this half term is dragons, castles, 

princesses and princes. They have created a wonderful 

castle role play area but the dragon to guard outside has 

disappeared! If you see a dragon flying over the school, 

please report it to a member of staff. 

 

 

The last week of term will explore the meaning of Easter 

and we will have fun doing some cooking, art activities 

and Easter bunny egg hunts, which may have to include 

eating some chocolate. 
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Maple Class 

 

The highlight of Maple Class this half term has been 

Science Week.  We loved seeing the owls at the start of 

the week, and then things just kept on getting better.  

We found out lots about our Maple Tree with the 

visitors from Sidmouth Arboretum.   

One of the things we enjoyed most was on Wednesday 

afternoon when we investigated our sneezes!  We have 

been learning about Florence Nightingale in history, and 

thinking about how she made the hospitals healthier 

places by opening windows, keeping things clean and 

stopping germs from being able to spread.  So we 

pretended that a squeezy bottle was a sneeze.  We all 

placed a little picture of ourselves on a long strip of 

paper.   Faye stood at the end with the squeezy bottle 

and had a ‘sneeze’!  We could see where the dirty water 

droplets landed, and we could work out how many people 

on the strip were ‘infected’.   

 

Then we tried holding our hand over the water bottle.  

This was better.  But the best effect was using a tissue!  

We’ll try this next time we have a cough or a cold!   

 

History has been another favourite this term – finding 

out about some awesome women, like Mary Seacole and 

Harriet Tubman.  Did you know that Isambard Brunel 

designed a hospital for the Crimean War, and used some 

advice from Florence Nightingale?  We found that out 

ourselves.  What an exciting time of change the 

Victorian Period was.   

Willow Class 

Unsurprisingly, the children in Willow Class are rather 

tired. They have been working really well as a class to 

develop their story writing, you can see their stories on 

the display board, letter writing, science and DT reports 

and news stories. They are all getting much more 

confident and pleased with what they have achieved. 

Reading has also been a big ‘thing’ this term. We had 

World Book Day; which they all enjoyed, making some 

brilliant hats based on a book they really liked. More and 

more of the children are now ‘free readers’ thanks to 

the huge efforts of mums and dads and also a special 

mention for Mo; one of our wonderful governors, Sam an 

ever dependable and patient mum and Lynne an ever 

cheerful and chuckling grandmother. Reading is central 

to accessing every part of life so this work by adults and 

children cannot be underestimated. 

Willow had a great Science week; learning about the 

Willow tree, hearing what it was like to use science in all 

sorts of life areas, looking and holding some pretty 

spectacular minerals and making some very interesting 

observations about how things fly and what makes a 

difference to aeroplane performance. They still have 

some questions to answer but all the adults were very 

impressed with their focus, observational skills and the 

ability to ask great questions. It was a lot of fun too! 
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In the run up to the egg machine challenge and linked to 

Roman weaponry they have built and tested launchers. 

Again, the focus on the challenge, working in small teams 

and perseverance allowed for a great set of lessons. 

They even included talk about calibrating a force, 

testing to establish consistency and accuracy and even 

elevation as a factor. The reports that followed were 

excellent. 

Willow also took part in the orienteering day at Killerton. 

The weather was sunny, the attitude to challenge was 

excellent and the fact that one of our teams managed 

to outperform all other teams from our local community 

by four minutes was the metaphorical ‘icing on the cake’. 

Willow Class is now looking forward to their short two- 

night, three day residential on Dartmoor. You will read 

about this in our next bulletin.  

Oak Class 

Written by Kellie and Emma (year 6’s) 

Over the last term we have been looking at how dance 

has changed throughout history. We have had great fun 

watching, performing and looking at how society and 

behaviours have changed over time. 

We started off by performing a Tudor dance called the 

‘Pavane’, it was very graceful and contact between the 

boys and girls was minimal. We had to remain calm and 

keep our heads up, there was supposed to be very little 

smiling although we didn’t quite manage that! After 

three weeks we managed to stop the giggles and pull 

together to make an impressive class routine. 

Wow! We would never have known how hard it is to waltz. 

It involves complicated footsteps, grace and a rise and 

fall throughout the sequence. To begin with it was hard 

as we had to hold hands (eeeeukkk!) But by the end some 

of us had really mastered the ‘box step’ and 

demonstrated good coordination and rhythm. 

 

We focused next on the 60’s and noticed how people had 

changed - clothes, attitude and movement were a far cry 

from the Tudor times. We watched and tried ‘rock n roll’ 

and then the twist, which was enjoyed by the whole class 

and easy for all to learn. We tried the ‘hand jive’ and 

then the ‘mashed potato’ and believe it or not this isn’t 

your dinner but an actual dance! 

 

There was a slight down turn in our enjoyment when Mr 

H introduced us to the 1980’s, which included such 

memorable dances as Agadoo and ‘The Birdy song! For 

some reason he seemed to really enjoy these dances and 

as for Mrs G, the very mention of ‘Time Warp’ and ‘Rock 

the Boat’ got her soooo excited.  

The ‘Backstreet Boys’ are back!!!! Or in this case Oak 

Class are back. We learnt cool moves from the 90’s and 

more up to date dances and we worked hard to perfect 

them, although neither Mr H or Mrs G have yet to work 

out quite what a ‘Whip or a Nae, Nae’ is. Daisy said, “It 

was great fun and made me laugh so much.” 

We enjoyed this unit of work immensely; even some of 

the boys have to admit it was fun. From Tudor Dancing 

to Waltzing, 60’s to present day. Overall we think we all 

enjoyed the 60’s the most as we added our own moves 

to what we were already learning. 

Science Week 

11th -15th March 

A Sanctuary of Sizzling Science! 
Written by Felix (year 4) 

On the week starting the 11th March it was science 

week. Tipton St John had a wonderful introduction from 

two real scientists, John and Jon! Pretty easy to 

remember, huh! John was a forensic scientist and Jon is 

an environmental scientist. John quoted, “science is like 

an onion, as you peel off a section, there’s always more 

questions.” 
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The next day, they had even more science. John came in 

with two others, Caroline and Jill. They talked to us 

about trees. Each class had their own tree, Hazel, 

Maple, Willow and Oak. They had to give us as much 

information as possible, because there was a 

competition to see who could win a quiz. Oak won. After 

the competition, willow went out to measure the height 

and girth of the trees in the playground.  

 

Maple [the class below willow] did a sneeze experiment 

to see how germs spread. They even made a pictogram. 

On Wednesday in Willow, someone called Mr Crook came 

in. He did rocks and minerals. It was pretty good fun. 

One child was very happy because he got a prize. It was 

a little crystal. Oak class had a wonderful space 

telescope experiment. I wish I was there but I wasn’t.  

 

Maple class made paper planes. Izzy exclaimed,” It was 

really fun.” The whole school had a beach school in for 

collective worship, Poppy said, ”If I could take 

something from science week I would take beach 

school’” 

 

 On Thursday Maple had a man called Dave come in to 

talk to them about bubbles, VERY BIG bubbles. Also, 

they made magnetic beads. They put them on a string 

and pulled off one and when the bead reached the end 

of the string, ZOOM! They flung off to the rest of the 

beads. The last thing that Willow did was make 

aeroplanes. They made darts, helicopters and gliders. It 

looked such fun. Finn said,” I enjoyed science week and 

making planes.” The class said that if you add mass to 

the front of the dart it goes further. 

 

 

Friday was the last day of science week. The final thing 

that we did was that we had 5 scientists, Mrs Nash, 

Howard Hughes, Rachel Heal, Jemma Wiltshire and Jane 

the doctor who is Harry’s mum. Howard is a farmer, 

Rachel is an engineer, Mrs Nash was a biologist who 

worked out how to store seeds at Kew gardens and 

Gemma, who is a meteorologist, works in the met office. 

Howard uses all of those in his job. They all talked to 

the school and that was it for science week at Tipton St 

John. 
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P.S. Never let an owl in your classroom! 

By the beginning of next term, we are aiming to have a 

gallery of photos on the school web site on science week 

so that you can see what the children got up to!  

Stockland Cross Country 

 

A big well done to all of this year’s Stockland runners. 

It is good to see them all still smiling after all 4 races! 

Bottles, Lunch Boxes and  

Food Pots 

Please remember to take home all bottles, food pots and 

lunchboxes from the trolleys and classrooms on the last 

day of term. Any items left at the end of term can 

become a health-hazard over the holidays and will be 

disposed of after the last day of term.  

PTFA 

Many thanks to everyone who has supported our events 

this term. We have had a great term. We still have our 

Easter bingo this evening and the Easter hat 

competition tomorrow so please support these events if 

you can. 

The raffle for Maggie’s Easter cake will be drawn on 

Friday after school.   

We have some great events coming up next term. 
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Dates for Your Diary 

April 

Thurs 4th   3.45 pm PTFA Easter Bingo in 

the village hall 

Fri 5th   End of term service at 2.15pm 

 Last day of Spring term 

Mon 8th – Mon 22nd April  Easter holidays 

Tues 23rd  First day back at school for 

Summer term 

Weds 24th - Fri 26th   Willow class residential 

Mon 29th   Year 5/6 Quad Kids tournament 

Tues 30th   Year 3/4 Quad Kids tournament 

  Top Ten Year 6 mini superstars 

challenge (session 1) 

May 

Throughout May  KS1 tests 

Thurs 2nd  No hot meals today (pre-

ordered packed lunches only) 

Mon 6th  Bank holiday 

Tues 7th   Top Ten Year 6 mini superstars 

challenge (session 2) 

Mon 13th – Thurs 16th  KS2 SATs tests 

 FSU Headcount week 

Thurs 16th  School summer census 

Mon 20th  Full Governing Board meeting 

Tues 21st   Sports crew training 

Weds 22nd  Kwik cricket festival for Oak 

class 

Mon 27th – 7th June  Two-week Half-term 

 

June 

Mon 3rd  Top Ten Year 6 mini superstars 

challenge (session 3) 

Mon 10th – Fri 14th  Phonics screening check for 

year 1 

Mon 10th   Top Ten Year 6 mini superstars 

challenge (session 4) 

Tues 11th   Active summer club for years 4-

6: session 1 

Weds 12th  Whole school and year 6 leavers’ 

photos 

Sat 15th  Tipton Work Day 

Mon 17th – Fri 21st   Oak class residential 

Tues 18th   Active summer club for years 4-

6: session 2 

Mon 24th   Go Ride for years 4/5  

Tues 25th   Active summer club for years 4-

6: session 3 

 

July 

Mon 1st   Year 1/2 multi-skills 

Tues 2nd   Active summer club for years 4-

6: session 4 

Weds 3rd  Year 6 – Junior Life Skills event 

Fri 5th  Federation Day 

Mon 8th – Fri 12th  Year 6 induction week at King’s 

Mon 15th  Volunteers tea party (invitation 

only) 

 Full governing board meeting  

Thurs 18th  Sports Day 

Mon 22nd  Reserve sports day  

Thurs 25th   13:15 End of term service  

 PTFA BBQ from 14:15 

 Last day of summer term 
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