
 

Overview of this term’s teaching                                              Y5/6                                                             Spring Term 2019 
English:  During the term we will be focussing on a range of grammar issues in order to develop their understanding 

and to ensure that they have a solid understanding of grammatical terms and concepts.  

They will also be looking at the words they are required to be able to spell by the end of the year 5 and 6 academic 

year. 

Core texts will be: The Shadow Cage – Fiction writing, The Lady of Shallott - Poetry 

DT: Children will be looking at coats of arms and designing what their own may look like. Using textiles and joining 

materials. They will also research heraldry and the history behind flags. 

Art: Children will be asking if a sculpture can be powerful. Using mod rock / chicken wire they will create a sculpture 

of a Saxon God or longboat.  

 

Geography: The children will continue to look at the landscape of Dawlish Warren and how factors can change our 

landscape. They will take this knowledge and answer questions that relate to an area of their choice either nationally 

of globally, researching such things as ‘global warming’ and ‘The Industrial Revolution’. Working independently they will 

be able to describe and understand key aspects of climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. 

History: The Anglo-Saxons 

There will be progress made in four areas of learning; life, evidence, people and events.  In this topic the children will 

learn about who the Saxons were and why they came to England, aspects of their daily life such as village life, 

clothing, religion, the Saxon Army, famous Saxon leaders, famous Saxon stories and the archaeological finds at 

Sutton Hoo. They will learn more about the individual Saxon Leaders and transition into the Norman era. This will all 

be completed as part of their independent learning quest.  

Maths:  Children will continue to look at 4 particular units: Number Sense, Additive Reasoning, Multiplicative 

Reasoning and Geometric Reasoning. Within these units they will learn about place value into the millions and learn to 

describe and explain the patterns in a sequence. They will compare the effect of multiplying a number by 1000 with 

that of multiplying the number by 10 then 10 then 10 again (and similarly for division). Children will rehearse 

multiplication facts and use these to derive division facts. They will consolidate written methods for addition and 

subtraction. Children will solve word problems in number, measures and shape and space. The children will extend their 

knowledge of the properties of 3-D and 2-D shapes. They will learn to derive a formula for the area of a rectangle and 

calculate areas of rectangles and squares. There will be a big focus on both arithmetic and applying mathematical 

knowledge to solve word problems 

PSHE:  

The children will discuss and record and look to understand the importance of strong attitudes towards being an 

effective learner. They will learn to understand that we do not always all agree and have coping strategies for when 

others hold a different opinion. We will look at ways in which we deal with certain situations and look to find our own 

strategies for coping with difficult situations both socially and academically. 

 

Science:  The children will be learning about forces and by the end of the unit they will: 

Be able to explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of the force of gravity acting between 

the Earth and the falling object. Be able to identify the effects of friction acting between moving surfaces. Know 

that air resistance slows down objects moving through the air. Know that levers and pulleys allow a smaller force to 

have a greater effect. Recognise that the speed or amount of force transmitted is affected by changing the size of 

the gears in a transmission. 

RE: This learning is designed to compare values and beliefs of Christians and Buddhists with other 

religions such as Sikhism. What do people believe about life? Theme: Beliefs and Questions/The 

Journey of Life 

and Death will be further explored through the Easter story and also following the Understanding 

Christianity unit of work on ‘Salvation’. 

ICT & Computing; The children will learn to use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly. Learning what is 

acceptable and unacceptable behaviour. They will learn ways of how to report concerns about both content and 

contact (Esafety) They will learn what a safe password is and what is SPAM. They will continue to use search 

technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked, and be discerning in evaluating digital 

content. They will also learn about referencing and plagiarism. 

French:  We will continue to build up our knowledge of French, gaining skills in listening and speaking paying particular 

attention to conversational aspects of the language. We will also learn about French culture and history and how to 

hold a basic conversation. 

  

Music:  To accompany our key stage two trip to watch the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra the 

children will be learning clapping techniques to a rhythm and a series of vocal warm up exercises. They 

will be taking part in an interactive session with the orchestra. They will also be following the ‘Charanga’ 

scheme of work 

  

PE:  In games the children will concentrate on tag rugby and handball. They will learn to use different techniques for 

passing, controlling, dribbling and shooting the ball. They will apply basic principles of team play to keep possession of 

the ball, use marking, tackling and/or interception to improve their defence, play effectively as part of a team, know 

what position they are playing in and how to contribute when attacking and defending, plan practices and warm ups to 

get ready for playing safely, recognise their own and others’ strengths and weaknesses in games and suggest ideas 

that will improve performance.  

In gymnastics the focus is upon mirroring and matching, through which the children will demonstrate the importance 

of warming up and explain the benefits. Be able to work with a partner to show mirroring and matching in balances and 

travelling movements. Use a wide range of shapes including some that are original. Realise that certain activities 

require strength, power and suppleness and will achieve a quality performance in a range of these activities by 

performing fluently in a sequence with a partner. They will show a high standard of performance in floor work and 

transfer across to apparatus work. 

In Dance the children will use video to learn a sequence of dances through different time periods. They will watch the 

video to learn the steps. They will practise the movements and then use IT to video their own work. In class they will 

review their routines and compare with the original. 

PE days:  

Monday – Games. (Usually on the field.)  

Wednesday – Gymnastics or dance. 

Friday – Gymnastics or dance. 

Term Dates:   

Half term:  

School starting and finishing times: 

       Children arrive from 8.45 am.  Start at 9.00 am. 

       Finish at 3.30 pm. 

Dinner money:  


