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          NEWSLETTER            October 2018 

Welcome from Mr Tuckett 

Well here we are at half-term and what a busy half-term 

it has been! The children are settled and happy in their 

new classes, there have been lots of trips and plenty of 

sporting events for the upper school! 

We had a lovely Harvest festival in the church. Thank 

you to those parents that joined us for the service. Oak 

class delivered bouquets of flowers to various people in 

the village who were very grateful to have been in our 

thoughts. The children enjoyed giving these gifts as 

much as the recipients enjoyed receiving them. 

We had a wonderful visit from the Sidmouth science 

festival organisers who brought various experiments in 

to school to show the children. This was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all – especially the electric shock 

experiment!   

Please take note of all the dates listed at the end of the 

newsletter – it is going to be another busy half-term! 

I wish you all a relaxing half-term break before the long 

half-term that leads us into, dare I say it, ‘Christmas’!  
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Class Updates 

Hazel Class 

The children in Hazel Class have had a wonderful start 

to the school year. They have worked really hard at 

trying to line up quietly and sit still on the carpet, which 

is not very easy when you are only three, four or five 

years old!  

The Foundation Stage Unit is a happy place to be, where 

we look after and help each other.  We try to have ‘kind 

hands, kind feet and kind words’ at all times in and out 

of the unit.  

We like to take care of the environment and creatures 

and have been very excited to get two more snails, to 

keep Prince Louis company.  

Our theme is the seaside and each family did a 

wonderful project. Projects are on display in the unit. 

This week we have acted out the story of Rainbow Fish 

which has been linked to the phonics, handwriting and 

maths we are learning.  

 

There is never a dull moment in Hazel Class, we are 

always busy doing something which leaves lots of little 

people rather tired at the end of the day! 

 

Maple Class 

 

Maple Class have really enjoyed a super trip to Jacob’s 

Ladder in Sidmouth this half term.  Everybody worked 

together to make a really enjoyable day.  Here is 

Jazmyn’s take on the activities: 

“First we got on the coach.  I felt a bit wheezy at first. 

When we got off we did a fun scavenger hunt.  We 

searched for six things. Next we went in the slippery, 

slimy rockpools.  We found lots of creatures.  

Then we looked at our unique creatures.  We found 

crabs, starfish, shrimps and seasnails.  

 

 

Soon it was time for yummy lunch.  Everybody sat on the 

steps to have their lunch.  

 

 

After that we drew on pretty stones.  Everyone wanted 

to draw one.  Later we made beautiful picture rockpools.  

We put seaweed, stones, shells, feathers and sand. 
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Finally, it was time to go back to school.”  

Our home learning projects are following the same 

theme, giving us chance to find out more about the 

wonderful creatures that live in the oceans, and the 

many special features they have to help them survive.  

Here is an example of Poppy’s work from home: 

 

And Isla has written a wonderful story, thinking about 

speech: 

Bernard the robot loved to play on the monkey bars.  

“Wheeee!” he said.  When he got off and walked a little 

way HE REALISED HE HAD FORGOTTEN HIS ARM!!  

He went back to find it but Bear said “An old man was 

using it as a walking stick”. “Oh no!” said Bernard. He 

went to find the old man but the old man said “I threw 

it for my dog to chase.”  “Oh dear!” Bernard said.  Then 

they went to find Dog but Dog said “It was too heavy so 

I left it by the pond.”  “I will never find my arm.” He 

moaned.  Bernard’s friends offered to help him find it.  

It wasn’t Cat’s telescope and it wasn’t Fox’s vase.  At the 

Donkey Sanctuary he thought he saw his arm being used 

as a brush to sweep donkey poo.  But when he turned … 

“My arm!” he said.  The went back home and did a 

wiggling, flapping, flopping dance to celebrate. 

Well done everybody for a great start to the year! 

Willow Class 

 

What a jam-packed half-term it has been in Willow 

class! The term started early on with a trip for years 4 

and 5 to Seaton Jurassic as a prize for their wildlife 

work last term. The children had a fantastic day both at 

the centre and on the beach looking at rock pools. 

Luckily the weather was warm and sunny. 

This week we had a very interesting and informative 

visit to Farmwise which was held at Westpoint. 

Farmwise is organised by DCC and supported by a wide 

range of people and businesses from the agricultural, 

countryside and food sectors. The event, open to 

primary school children, aims to educate the children 

about farming in Devon, how food is produced and how 

farming fits into the countryside. There were twelve 

activity zones at the event; dairy, beef, sheep, poultry, 

wildlife, environment, fruit, vegetables, arable, food, 

pigs and forestry. We had a good day. 

We have also been working incredibly hard in all of our 

subjects and have been writing some reports on our day 

at Farmwise. 

Miss Treble has now gone on maternity leave and we look 

forward to hearing some baby news soon. Next term Mr 

Tuckett and Mrs Ladbrook will be sharing the teaching 

in the class. 

I am also pleased to say that the Willow class residential 

will go ahead in April next year. Thank you for your 

support. 

 

Oak Class 

Seven weeks have just flown by and Oak Class have 

unbelievably already starting to think about the 

Christmas production! 

The sixteen Year 5 children have taken a bit of time to 

get used to the pace of upper key stage two and the 

demands placed on them by Mr Hatswell. However, they 

are learning fast and have quickly got used to his not so 

funny jokes! Meanwhile Year 6 have certainly stepped up 

to the mark and have settled seamlessly into the 

responsibility that has been placed on them as the 

oldest class in the school. 

These weeks have seen the class successfully complete 

an outstanding piece of English writing, where the 

children wrote a detailed 24-hour chronological report 

on the pond area located at the back of our classroom. 

Who would have thought that such a small area would 

host such creatures as; buzzards, poison dart frogs, Koi 

carp, beavers, chipmunks and deer!  

 

The children have embarked on a number of sporting 

competitions playing some wonderful netball, running 

their socks off in the cross country and entertaining the 

Tipton Barmy Army in some highly skilful footballing 

displays. The highlight of which has been the girl’s team 
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winning the cross-country competition and moving on to 

represent East Devon in our regional finals alongside our 

Year3/4 boys team. To finish the sporting half-term 

Emma, kindly volunteered to host a whole school dance 

activity in the village hall. It was great fun and the 

children really enjoyed themselves. Thank you Emma. 

 

In addition, we experienced an informative and 

thoroughly enjoyable day at ‘We the curious’ science 

centre in Bristol. The children took part in a vast number 

of activities and workshops and to end it all a 

planetarium visit. Many of the Year 5 children said it was 

the best school trip they had ever been on. As ever the 

behaviour and attitude of all was exceptional. 

 

 

 

 

 

I am also pleased to say that the Oak class residential 

will go ahead in June next year. Thank you for your 

support. 

Stockland 

Our Stockland runners from years 3,4, 5 and 6 have now 

completed two of the four races this season. There are 

two more to go in the spring term! Well done to everyone 

for taking part, they have shown a great team spirit! 

Child Safeguarding  

– No phones allowed 

We would like to request your assistance in making the 

school premises a mobile-free zone. This means that 

mobiles are not to be used in the school buildings or on 

the playgrounds/grassed area.  

The main reason for this is to safe-guard ALL the 

children. There are children in the school who for safe-

guarding reasons cannot have their photo taken. A 

digital image is also a piece of personal data and we have 

a responsibility to ensure this is managed safely and 

appropriately. 
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Please note that this means not using your mobile phone 

at drop-off times and pick-up when you are waiting for 

your child. 

We understand that many parents feel sad that they 

cannot take photos of their children at school events. 

We share this sadness that we have to implement this 

policy too, but safeguarding is our number one priority. 

Public events such as the Christmas Fayre are difficult 

for the school to ’police’ and therefore we ask all 

parents who accompany their children to these events 

to ensure they are responsible for the digital images and 

do not share photos which include other children without 

their parents’ permission.  

At the Christmas performances we will endeavour to 

take photos of each class and we will include the children 

with parent permission. We will email these photos with 

the weekly bulletin or put them in the end of term 

newsletter. 

CAP UK Assembly 

This week your child attended an assembly led by Child 

Assault Prevention Charity (CAP UK). 

CAP takes a fresh approach to assault prevention, aiming 

to reduce fear by focusing on what children can do, 

rather than on what they can’t. 

Trained facilitators will focus on children’s rights to be 

Safe, Strong and Free and explore potential as-sault 

situations (ask your child to show you the actions!) 

https://safestrongfree.org.uk/parents/ 

 

Social Story Training 

On Monday 29th October at 3.30pm we will be holding 

social story training at Feniton Primary school which will 

be led by an Educational Psychologist. This session is 

open to all parents and will be particularly useful if your 

child suffers from anxiety. 

For more information please contact Feniton Primary 

School on 01404 850303. 

Withycombe Raleigh Parent 

Information Sessions 

 

Data Collection 
 

Parent Lite is now up and running but there are still a lot 

of parents that have not registered for this service. 

Please do register as this will make updating your child’s 

records much easier for you. 

After half-term, families that have not registered will 

be sent hard copies of the data collection forms.  

If you are having any issues with registering for Parent 

Lite or using the system then please don’t hesitate to 

contact Angela in the school office. 

New Lunch menu 

Your child will have brought home a new school lunch 

menu which starts after half-term. There are a few 

small amendments to this menu – please mark them onto 

your copy: 

 Puddings every week on a Wednesday and 

Thursday have been swapped with each other. 

 Week 3, Monday vegetarian is NOT Smoky 

lentil black bean chilli but will be INDIAN 

VEGGIE RICE. 

 Week 3, Tuesday main is NOT Salmon and 

broccoli past bake but will be TOMATO PAST 

BAKE. 

A copy of this amended menu is on the school web-site. 

Dangerous App 

We would like to alert you about a new app which is going 

viral among many primary and secondary school age 

pupils. The app is called Doki Doki (literature club). The 
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game is advertised as a school dating app and does not 

require parental checks to download. It is a free app and 

although users should be 13+ years, children can easily 

agree to being over the designated age. Once 

downloaded children have unlimited access to their own 

account. 

The app begins as a colourful and light-hearted game, 

but takes a sinister turn within an hour of children 

playing, where their online friend starts to talk about 

depression and eventually commits suicide. 

Police have issued a warning over the free-to-play game, 

labelling it ‘a risk to children and young people’. Please do 

check that your child does not have this app installed 

because of the associated dangers. 

Pupil Premium Funding 

Pupil Premium Funding – Is your child eligible? 

All children in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 automatically 

get universal free school meals. However, parents are 

encouraged to apply for free school meals at any time, 

as this provides additional Pupil Premium Funding to 

support your child’s learning. 

From Year 3 onwards, children whose parents are 

getting any of the following are entitled to free school 

meals and pupil premium funding of £1320 a year: 

• Universal Credit (provided you have an annual net 

earned income of no more than £7,400, as assessed by 

earnings from up to three of your most recent 

assessment periods). 

• Income Support (IS). 

• Income-based Jobseekers Allowance (IBJSA). 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

(IRESA). 

• The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit. 

• Support under Part VI of the Immigration and Asylum 

Act 1999. 

• Child Tax Credit (provided you’re not also entitled to 

Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income as 

assessed by Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs, that 

does not exceed £16,190). 

• Working Tax Credit run-on (the payment you get for a 

further 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working 

Tax Credit). 

Children who receive a qualifying benefit in their own 

right can also get free school meals. 

Children whose parents are currently serving in the 

armed forces are also entitled to an additional £300 of 

funding per year. 

How to apply: Apply through the Citizen Portal 

https://oneonline.devon.gov.uk/CCSCitizenPortal_LIVE

/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fCCSCitizenPortal_live  

This is the quickest and easiest way to apply and will 

result in you getting an instant decision. Alternatively, 

call the Education Helpline on 0345 155 1019 or speak to 

Angela in the school office. 

Proposed School Admissions 

Policy for 2020-2021 

Please see the proposed admission policy for 2020- 2021 

on our school web site:  

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/important-

documents-2/admissions/  

This document is open for consultation between 1 

November 2018 and 5 January 2019. 

PTFA 

A big thank you to all who have helped out before, during 

and after events we have had this year. We had our 

Annual General Meeting on Monday evening which saw a 

few more people join us in helping to raise much needed 

funds for our children’s school. I would like to welcome 

Lydia Baker, Lucy Coleman, Charlotte Jardine-Brown & 

Emma Wilson on board. Please come forward and speak 

to any member of the PTFA if you would like to join us. 

You may see us having a meeting in the playground to 

discuss the up and coming events.  

We are coming up to the most exciting, fun and busy 

time of the year with the Christmas fayre on Dec 12th 

after school in the village hall from 3:30 - 5pm. Lots of 

fun to be had at the fayre with stalls like lucky cups, 

Bottle lotto, Tombola and the Raffle, your children’s 

handmade craft, 2nd hand toys and many more. We will 

be asking for 1/2 hour slots for help on manning these 

stalls nearer the time.  

A Christmas lunch for the children which the PTFA 

organise with a special guest arriving, will be on Dec 19th. 

Some of you lovely people wrapped gifts up for us last 

year, we are looking for more wrappers this year to take 
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the pressure off, so please see a PTFA member if you 

would be able to help.   

Don’t forget to join our Facebook group ‘Tipton st john 

c of e primary school PTFA’ to keep up to date with 

events coming up.  Thank you to Tracy Kensdale for 

keeping this up to date with information and events. 

Do any parents work in a bank or building society? Does 

your company do match funding? We would love to hear 

from you if they do, as the PTFA could get some money 

from your company if you help at an event. It is an easy 

way to add a little more money towards our children’s 

education. Please let the office, or a PTFA member know 

if you fit the category!! 

Easy Fundraising 

We are registered with Easyfundraising and we need 

your help!  

Easyfundraising is a great website where you can help 

Tipton St John Primary School raise funds simply by 

doing your everyday online shopping with over 3,300 big 

name retailers like Amazon, Argos, John Lewis, ASOS, 

Booking.com, eBay, Boden, and M&S. 

Every time you shop, we receive a small donation to say 

‘thank you’ and it’s completely free too! We want to raise 

as much as possible so please sign up. Another great 

reason to sign up before October 31st is that easy 

fundraising will donate £5 for every new supporter that 

signs up and spends their first £5 so we get more money 

for you doing your usual shop. Win, Win!! Please visit the 

referral page (www.easyfundraising.org.uk/referrals/) 

and sign up as detailed below.  

We only have 41 supporters so far so could really do with 

lots more, especially during the build up to Christmas 

when many of you will be starting your Christmas 

shopping!  There is even an App available from the 

easyfundraising site if you prefer to shop from your 

mobile device!  Easyfundraising really is so simple to use; 

funds raised through this could make such a difference 

and enable us to purchase more vital equipment for the 

school.  To sign up please follow the steps below: 

1. Please follow the link below and follow the 

instructions: 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/referrals/    

2. After clicking on ‘support this cause’ you will 

be asked to create an account.  

3. You can bookmark your account page to simply 

find it whenever you are shopping online.   

4. If you forget to shop through the 

easyfundraising page, a ‘donation reminder’ will 

pop up whenever you are on a site which 

supports Easyfundraising so we never miss out 

on a donation.  

5. Thank you and let’s see how much we can raise 

this Christmas! 

A big Thank you to the people who have already helped 

up raise money this year 

 

Coming up this Week 

Friday 19th October is our monthly Refreshments/cake 

sale and 50 Square draw- this is where we ask a class a 

month (this month it is the Owls and Squirrels in Mrs 

Garrick’s Hazel class) to bake or buy some cakes. Most 

people generally bake 8 -12 cakes, or a tray bake. Please 

ensure cakes DO NOT contain any nuts or sesame seeds. 

Please bring donations in on the morning and give to 

either a PTFA member or to the office. At pick up time 

the cakes and hot/cold drinks will be available to buy.  

Steph is selling our 50 square, this month and there will 

be 2 lucky winners - the prizes are a Seaton tramway 

trip and a trip to Kents Cavern. Don’t forget to buy a 

couple of squares to be in with a chance of winning a 

great day out for half term.  
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PTFA Dates for Your Diary 

30th November - Mufti day - In return for your child 

wearing their own clothes we ask each class to bring in 

the following items on the morning of the 30th. 

Hazel - Gifts/Smellies 

Maple - Bottles 

Willow - Biscuits 

Oak - Chocolates 

5th & 6th December - Could we ask you all to bring 

cakes for us to sell at the school performances – please 

give to a PTFA rep in the morning.  

12th December - Christmas Fayre – 3.30pm - 5pm in the 

village hall 

19th December – PTFA Christmas lunch and party for 

the children (no hot school meals this day). 

If you are free to help at any of the above events, please 

let the PTFA know.  

January 2019 - Bags 2 School: Start saving items like 

clothes, shoes and blankets that you might otherwise 

put in the recycling box. It all helps the school - more 

information nearer the time.  

Thank you - we look forward to your help and 

support at the last events of 2018!! 
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Dates for Your Diary 

October 

Mon 22nd – Fri 26th  Half-term 

Fri 26th  Reception class photo in the 

Sidmouth Herald 

Mon 29th  3.30pm Social story training at 

Feniton for parents  

Tues 30th  This Girl Can club ‘Aesthetics’ at 

King’s – session 1 

Weds 31st  Individual school photos and 

family groups by Tempest 

 

November 

Fri 2nd  Cross country East Devon Finals 

– selected children only 

Mon 5th  Year 5/6 Ability Counts Festival 

– selected children only 

Tues 6th  This Girl Can club ‘Aesthetics’ at 

King’s – session 2 

Thurs 8th  Film club cancelled today 

Mon 12th  Active Autumn club at King’s – 

session 1 

Tues 13th  This Girl Can club ‘Aesthetics’ at 

King’s – session 3 

Weds 14th  Flu vaccinations at school 

Fri 16th  Children-in-Need 

Mon 19th  Active Autumn club at King’s – 

session 2 

Tues 20th  This Girl Can club ‘Aesthetics’ at 

King’s – session 4 

Mon 26th  Year 5/6 Sportshall Athletics  

 Active Autumn club at King’s – 

session 3 

Thurs 29th  Reception and year 6 school 

measurement programme 

Fri 30th  PTFA Mufti-day   

December 

Mon 3rd  Active Autumn club at King’s – 

session 4 

 Full Governing Body meeting 

Weds 5th  Parents to bring in cakes in the 

morning for PTFA to sell at the 

two Christmas performances 

 Whole school play rehearsal – 

parents collect off-site at end 

of day 

  6pm Christmas performance 

night 1 

Thurs 6th  5.30pm Christmas performance 

night 2 

Fri 7th  2.30pm Christingle service in 

the church –all welcome. 

Weds 12th  School Christmas dinner 

 3.30pm – 5.00pm PTFA 

Christmas Fair in the village hall 

Weds 19th  PTFA Christmas lunch and party 

(parents to bring in food as 

requested by school in individual 

letters). No hot school lunches 

this day. 

Fri 21st  Last day of term 

January 

Mon 7th  Non-pupil day 

Tues 8th  First day of Spring term  

 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.feniton.devon.sch.uk/

