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          NEWSLETTER            December 2018 

Message from Mr Tuckett 

The second half of this term is always incredibly busy. 

It depends on staff, volunteers and all of you working 

your socks off to make sure that all the big events go 

well and according to plan. 

Thanks to the PTFA who have: supported the children in 

their craft afternoon and then in setting up the 

Christmas Fair, laid on cakes and drinks at King’s for the 

two performances of ‘Straw and Order’, planned and set 

up the Christmas Party and arranged for Father 

Christmas to attend and managed to smile and manage 

to give us squares and cakes on an incredibly regular 

basis. 

Thanks to all of the volunteers who come in to help the 

children, whether in dance, or reading or just to have a 

chat. A special thanks to those who are making an 

incredible contribution to maintaining the school and 

ensuring we can use it when things go wrong. 

And finally, a massive thanks to the staff who despite 

having to cope with incredible challenge, much of it 

outside school, have managed to be there for the 

children, keep them learning and helping them to 

produce work and performances in the ‘top drawer’ 

consistently. 

Speaking of performance; I would like to take this 

chance to congratulate everyone on the Straw and 

Order performance. I suspect that this was one of the 

best I have seen and have had many conversations to 

that effect with you all. (It is always a boost to staff 

morale when we hear things like that from you by the 

way.) The movement, delivery of parts, singing and dance 

were all really well done. Thank you for supporting the 

children with their song and play words and with 

costumes.  

The second sort of performance was the schools’ 

performance in the tests the year 6 children have to 

take before moving on to Secondary School. I did send 

you a link last week to the results ranking tables. In 

summary they were as follows: (Out of 390 schools) 

•Tipton came 4th overall in terms of attainment. 

•Our children made more progress in maths than in any 

other school in Devon. 

•Our children made fantastic progress in reading and 

good to great progress in writing. 

•Our children did not just pass their exams, in each area 

assessed, 50%+ produced results at greater depth. 

Everyone had a part to play in this. We are not 

complacent. We know we need to keep working to get 

better but I think we can be rightly proud of our 

achievements. 

Have a very happy Christmas. Our theme for the service 

on Friday, starting at 2.15pm, will be managing 

expectations. We all like to get presents and eat lovely 

food but after having had 58 such Christmases I have 

no doubt in my mind that friends, family and people are 

the best part. 

See you all in the new year. 

Class Updates 

Hazel Class 

The Owls and Squirrels have had a very busy term, full 

of fun and lots of learning. They have all settled in really 

well to the unit and worked hard at tidying things away 

after they have played with them. The children are very 

caring towards each other and try to remember to have 

kind hands, kind feet and kind words. Each day someone 

is a Special Helper and Santa Bear and a diary goes to 

their home for a sleepover. 

 

We enjoy looking after our pet snails. Amazingly one of 

them escaped quite a few weeks ago and has just been 

found this week, still alive! Our largest snail, Prince 

Louis-Sparkle loves to eat fresh cucumber. 

The children and staff in the unit had a wonderful day 

at Crealy Adventure Park. We had so much fun going 

down the bumpy slides, feeding goats and stroking long- 
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haired rabbits. The park was very quiet, well, until we 

arrived!  

 

There is never a dull moment in the FSU as we are always 

busy doing something, which usually involves quite a bit 

of mess. The staff are very proud of how much progress 

everyone has made and hope that they all enjoy spending 

time with their families and enjoy the magic of 

Christmas. 

 

 

Maple Class 

 

Maple Class news seems to be all about art and craft this 

term…with a few dinosaur books thrown in for good 

measure.  Beautiful handwriting there from everybody! 

We explored a whole range of different types of 

pattern, including symmetry and tessellation, and really 

enjoyed transferring this into a batik design.  Working 

with the melted wax was a really careful job.  

 

 

 

 

We were very pleased with our work based on Escher’s 

tessellated creatures.  Look how carefully our triangles 

are organised.  We had to use the mirrors carefully to 

design our tiles and find the symmetry.  
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The Christmas craft afternoon was lots of fun, and now 

we are looking forward to Christmas itself. 

 

Willow Class 

 

Well, it’s been another busy half term in Willow Class. 

Mrs Ladbrook is back which is great news. We now have 

the team we planned for. The children have been working 

really well and have completed a great writing unit using 

a fantastic book called the Book of Bones! We have also 

been learning more about creation myths, how plants and 

animals grow and live, lots of new words in French and 

really focusing on our tables.  

Sport and physical education has been a big part of our 

lives. We have been learning how to play rugby, doing 

some mini circuit training and agility work with Alex on 

Fridays and learning our dance with Emma Wilson who 

very kindly gave up lots of her time to help us learn the 

Sheep Shimmy moves. Mr Tuckett was not very good, 

mumbling something about his leg but he did have a go …. 

sort of! 

We enjoyed our craft half-day in the run up to the 

Christmas Fair. Putting our feet in rather slimy brown 

paint was an experience! Mrs North seemed to take 

unusual levels of pleasure from seeing our faces 

scrumple up in anticipation of placing our feet in the 

slimy paint. We also found out some interesting facts 

about some families’ Christmas - tree management. We 

will say no more! 

We have also had Mr and Mrs Crook in to talk to us about 

how we look after ourselves and our friends.  They both 

do a lot of volunteering for the school and also for The 

Samaritans. They have been on our residential trips ‘for 

ever’ and have agreed to come with us to Broadleas. This 

was great as it gave us a chance to talk about why we 

might need help sometimes, how important friends could 

be and practical ways to try and get some of our worries 

to be the right size and not let them take over our lives. 

We had a great time learning all the songs. All the 

grown- ups in Willow said that we sang brilliantly and 

that the dance was great. The rest of the school 

thought so too. 

 

Oak Class 

This half term has just flown by, with it being a more 

hectic than usual half term. 

In maths, half the children, a quarter of the time, 

enjoyed a third of their unit on fractions - whilst the 

remaining two thirds wrote some wonderful Nativity 

themed poems based on Carol Ann Duffy’s ‘Bethlehem’. 

This was a wonderfully descriptive poem that followed a 

difficult structure and style of writing that the children 

would not have encountered before. In RE they have 

both researched the life of Desmond Tutu and the role 

within today’s world of Christian Peacemakers. In topic 

the children have particularly enjoyed their work on the 

Anglo Saxons and as we write are planning to create 

their own model village. 

From a sporting perspective the children performed well 

in the Sportshall athletics with notable performances 

from Alex and George. We also had a bonus session of 

handball with the King’s students, in preparation for a 

brand new tournament next year. 

 

 

To finish the year, we completed our class reading book 

‘Wonder’ by RJ Palacio, which captivated both the 

children’s enthusiasm and imagination. We were 

fortunate enough to be able to then watch the DVD and 

compare differences between the book and the film.  A 

majority of the children definitely preferred the book 

to the film.  
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As some of you may have noticed there was also the 

small matter of our Christmas production, the children 

performed exceptionally well and despite only three 

weeks’ rehearsal time, produced two wonderful 

performances. 

 

 

 

 

East Devon Cross Country 

Finals 

 

Back in November our year 5/6 girls and year 3/4 boys 

made it into the East Devon Cross Country finals. The 

girls came 6th and the boys came 7th. Ayla had a special 

mention for displaying the School Games values of 

determination and self-belief. Well done Ayla! 

 

Data Collection 

Parent Lite is now up and running – thank you to those 

families that have registered. For those families that 

have not registered, you will be sent a printed data 

sheet for your child on the first day back next term. 

Please check your child’s details, sign the form and 

return it back to school by the end of the first week 

back even if there are no changes please. Thank you. 

PTFA 

It’s been a busy year with some great new events. We 

would like to thank you for all your support in providing 

cakes for the monthly sales and the Christmas 

performances, giving mufti-day raffle prizes and helping 

out and attending the events we put on, as without you 
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we could not raise then money we do to support the 

school. 

The last month has been very hectic but good fun, here 

are some of the figures for the money raised The 

wreath making was a huge success and raised £180. A 

very big thank you to Emily Knight from Knights Farm 

shop who gave up 2 evenings to coach us on how to create 

a lovely Christmas wreath. We have had great feedback 

on how enjoyable the evenings were and that people are 

looking forward to next year already!! 

The 2 performance evenings made £293, again a 

wonderful selection of cakes on both nights, thank you. 

At the Christmas fayre we raised a total of approx. 

£1149. A very big thankyou to Terry from Thomas 

Moore for his wonderful range of toys at fantastic 

prices (and his great selling skills too). The fayre was a 

huge success with new stalls like the 'Gifts and wrapping 

service' & Lydia from Willow Studio who kindly donated 

all the money raised from the photo shoots she did to 

the PTFA. Thank you also to the people who came and 

helped set up, run a stall and tidy up. I would like to also 

thank the year 6 children who helped get the stalls 

ready for the fayre.  

The Christmas party yesterday was a great success and 

the children seemed to have a wonderful time. Thank you 

for bringing in all the food donations as requested. 

Finally, on Friday we have the last event of this year - 

we will be selling juice, cakes and crisps after school. It 

will be your last chance to buy a ticket for Maggie’s cake 

which will be drawn at pick up time and the last 50 

square squares.  

On behalf of the PTFA, I would like to wish you and your 

families a very happy Christmas and new year. 

If you are thinking of a new year’s resolution, why not 

make one to become a member of the PTFA, we are on 

the look out to recruit a treasurer and new members to 

help us continue to raise funds for our children’s school.  

Lisa, PTFA Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

Fri 21st  2.15pm End of term service 

 Last day of term 

January 

Mon 7th  Non-pupil day 

 Next £50 instalment due for 

Oak class residential 

Tues 8th  First day of Spring term  

Mon 14th  Samaritans Outreach talk in 

Willow class 

 FSU Headcount week 

Tues 15th  Sports crew training at Colin 

Tooze (selected children only) 

Weds 16th  Willow class swimming: session 1 

 Reception vision screening 

checks 

Thurs 17th  School census day 

Fri 18th  Willow class swimming: session 2 

Mon 21st  Active spring club at King’s: 

session 1 of 4 

Weds 23rd  Willow class swimming: session 3 

Fri 25th  Willow class swimming: session 4 

Mon 28th  Active spring club at King’s: 

session 2 of 4 

Weds 30th  Willow class swimming: session 5 

 

February 

Fri 1st  Bournemouth Symphony 

Orchestra visit for KS2 

Mon 4th  Next £50 instalment due for 

Oak class residential 

 Active spring club at King’s: 

session 3 of 4 

Mon 11th  Active spring club at King’s: 

session 4 of 4 

 Full GB meeting 

Tues 12th  Year 5/6 handball tournament 

Weds 13th  Cautionary Tales for the 

World's Worst Victorian 

Children - poetry for KS2 

Mon 18th – Fri 22nd Half-term 
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