
Art, Music and Design & Technology 

In Music, the children will continue to use the online resource called 

‘Charanga’.  The learning is based on Listening and Appraising, 

Musical Activities – creating, exploring and performing.  The children 

will learn how to listen to music recognising some notation from 

written music and begin to play the glockenspiel. They will learn how 

to apply key musical concepts such as pulse, rhythm and pitch.  They 

will also work together in a band/ensemble.  

The children’s art will be a topic about painting.  They will explore 

and investigate paints by mixing and experimenting with different 

materials, brushes and tools.  The children will be mixing paints and 

finding out about primary and secondary colours.  They will work 

collaboratively and find out about artists different approaches to 

painting.   

In Design and Technology, the children will be learning about 

building a structure to keep a house from flooding.  

 
 
 

Computing 

Internet safety, at a level appropriate to the children’s age, is 

covered every term.  

This term we will be reading different e-books on the iPads to 

help with researching our History topic and we will also read 

various stories and compare those to paper copy books.  This will 

lead on to making our own non-fiction ebook on the Ipads, linked 

to our history topic. 
 

 
 
 

Physical Education 

In gymnastics, the children will investigate transferring their 

weight from one body part to another. They explore basic gymnastic 

actions on the floor and using apparatus. They copy or create, 

remember and repeat short movement phrases of ‘like’ linked 

actions, e.g. two jumps, or two rolls.  In dance the children will learn 

the steps for traditional dances and perform them. The PE lessons 

will focus on the importance and enjoyment of being healthy and 

active and how to be safe when using equipment.  In games, the 

children will learn how to develop skills, strategies and tactics for 

various games and how to outwit the opposition.  

 
 

Curriculum Coverage for Spring Term 2017 

 

 

Geography, History and PSHE 

In Geography our key question is:  What can you find in the 

Amazon rainforest compared with what you can find where I 

live?  Our Geography work is linked to the previous geography 

unit about weather and human/physical features in our local area 

and around the world, but this term there will be a focus on the 

Amazon rainforest. We will revisit a variety of aspects which 

were introduced last term but need to be explored in greater 

detail. Using a globe and atlas, they will start to name and locate 

different places in the world, such as some of the world’s seven 

continents and oceans as well as the four countries and capital 

cities of the United Kingdom and its surrounding areas.  We will 

link this topic to our DT Unit on designing and building shelters as 

they will design a raised platform for a house that may be 

situated by a river. 
Our key question for History is:  How have people in the past 

changed our lives?  

During this term, we will learn about significant people in the past 

and the impact that they have had on our lives today. Finding out 

about inventors such as Alexander Graham Bell will help the 

children to understand how life has changed and that the 

everyday things around them are a result of inventions from the 

past. Through learning about Florence Nightingale and Louis 

Braille, the children will learn that an individual can overcome 

challenges to improve conditions for others. We will also find out 

about significant individuals from more recent History. 

In PSHE this term, we will focus on the theme of ‘Going for goals’ 

and ‘Good to be me’. The lessons will start with a circle time, 

providing opportunities to share feelings and reflect upon what is 

happening in their lives.  

 
 

English 

Phonics will continue to take place on a daily basis which will focus 

on phase 5 in Phonics Play. You are able to access this at home 

and it provides many games which links to their phonic 

programme. 

Literacy lessons will follow teaching sequences focused on a 

particular class story. We will begin by looking at ‘The magic 

Porridge Pot’ using the story sequence to encourage independent 

creative writing and to demonstrate their phonic and grammatical 

knowledge. The children will continue to learn how to use correct 

punctuation, including exclamation and question marks. They will 

have regular handwriting lessons to support their letter 

formation. It is important that they continue to learn to read and 

write their common exception words. 

Independent writing will be encouraged across the curriculum and 

neat and tidy work will be expected in every subject. 
 

Mathematics 

Number work will continue to focus on counting to and across 100, forwards and backwards from any given number. They will count, read 

and write numbers to 100 in numerals, identifying one more and one less using mathematical vocabulary.  The children will also be counting 

in multiples of twos and tens and will begin to solve problems using multiplication and division.  They will use number bonds and related 

subtraction facts within 20. We will develop problem solving skills involving addition and subtraction.  Throughout the term, children will 

begin to record lengths and height, mass/weight and capacity and volume and continue work with coins and notes.  
 
 

Science 

Light – the children will identify natural and man-made sources of 

light and recognise that darkness is the absence of light.  They will 

understand features of day and night, as the movement of the Earth 

to make it look like the movement of the Sun across the sky during 

the day.   They will learn how shadows are made. 

Materials -   Know some properties and resulting uses of a variety of 

everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick/rock, 

and paper/cardboard. 

Test some of these materials for their properties….i.e. which is the 

most stretchy. 

 
 

 
 

 

Religious Education 

This term the children will explore the theme of Easter and  ‘What 

stories are special? They will consider what stories are special to 

members of a religious community.  The children will use stories, 

prayers and songs to help them understand more about themselves 

and about God.  They will explore ideas that relate to the practices 

of religion and belief communities, looking at both Christianity and 

Judaism. 

MAPLE CLASS - YEAR 1 



 
 

General information for parents of children in Maple Class 

 
Mornings – Please wait with your child in the front playground until the bell is rung at 8.55am. If you arrive after 9.00 am, 

you will need to take your child to the school office. 

 

Collection from School - If your child is going to be collected by someone other than yourself, please let us know and we will 

write it in our red book. We understand that some circumstances can lead to a change of plan but we would be grateful if 

you could limit informing us by telephone to those times when there is no alternative as the office is not always staffed. 

 

Communication –Teachers will be in the front playground before school if you need a quick word. However, if you need to 

discuss something more formally then let them know and we can arrange a convenient time.   

 

Snacks and water bottles – Your child can bring a healthy snack into school for morning play but please do not send nut 

products. All children need a bottle of water to drink from during the day. Fresh fruit is available to all children in Maple 

Class and they have this every afternoon. 

 

School lunches – All children in KS1 are entitled to a free school meal. If you would like your child to have a school lunch, you 

are welcome to send in a note with your child’s menu choices for the week on a Monday morning. Please also ensure that your 

child knows what they are having each day.  

 

Homework   – Reading forms the majority of homework in Maple class.  Please do try to read with your child every day as it 

makes such a huge difference to their progress.  A spelling pack will be sent home in the next two weeks with expectations 

of our spellings and grammar in school.  Spellings will also be sent home although there will not be a formal spelling test.    As 

phonics is an important part of their curriculum, you may like to perform some activities and games on Phonics Play. We are 

currently working on Phase 3, 4 and 5 for Year 1 and Year 2 are working through a programme called ‘No Nonsense Spelling’.   

Activities on My Maths are also set for homework.   

 

Reading Records – Please could you date and comment on your child’s reading in their reading record every time that you 

listen to them read. The children need to place their books in the changing box when they have read their books for them to 

be changed.    

 

 

 

Please make sure that your child has their reading book and PE kit at school every day. 

 
                              
  
 
 

 

 
 

 

  


