
 

Overview of this term’s teaching                                              Y5/6                                                             Spring Term 2017 
English: The children will be looking at a range of genres: poetry, narrative and explanation texts. 

They are currently immersing themselves in the text of ‘The Shadow Cage’ a collection of short stories 

written by Phillipa Pearce focusing on how we can deliver suspense and fear within our writing. Following 

this we will look at classic poetry, traditional tales and crazy contraptions. In addition and alongside 

these units we will pay particular attention to grammar, handwriting and spelling. The children will 

receive a weekly spelling test. 

DT:  To accompany our history topic the children will continue to look to answer the question “What do 

you need to build a Saxon house?’ The children will look at different structures, research and design a 

house of their own based on the knowledge acquired and recorded. Some may even join forces to create 

a model village. 

Geography: The children will be answering the question; How and why has the coastline changed here in 

the past, today and how might it change in the future; how is the coast managed and how do people 

adapt their lives to respond to a changing coast and climate? The children will be focusing and 

comparing two areas of interest.                                

 

Maths:  Children will continue to work with the ‘Maths No Problem’ Singapore model of teaching. At 

present they are working with fractions and will be moving on to converting standard units of measure 

and geometrical reasoning. They now have their ‘MyMaths’ logons and will be receiving weekly homework 

tasks to accompany their learning. It is essential that the children also continue to focus on their times 

table knowledge from both a speed and accuracy perspective as this is an important part of their 

progress cycle. The children will continue to receive a weekly test on their tables. 

PSHE: We will be following the SEAL unit of work – Going for Goals and Good to be Me. In these units 

we will aim To build greater confidence and capacity in facing all kinds of uncertainties and challenges.  

Also building a culture that helps to cultivate those habits of mind, which enable children to be 

independent learners and to be the best that they can be in any situation. 

Family groups: Learn about how the RSPCA works and our relationship with animals.  

 

 

Science:   The children will be able to describe the shapes and know some facts about of the Sun, 

Moon and Earth and the planets and how their movements determine time  (day, night, month, year and 

seasons). Know that light travels in straight lines and the affect the angle of the light has upon a 

shadow. Know that the components of a circuit can alter its effectiveness and that it must be complete 

to work.  Also, know which materials are good conductors and insulators and how to make a switch. Show 

how working scientifically can be broken into plan, do and review:  Planning investigations, taking 

measurements, using a range of scientific equipment with increasing accuracy and precision, taking 

repeat readings as appropriate.  Recording data and results of increasing complexity and using 

scientific diagrams and tables, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar and line graphs.  Using 

test results to make predictions and to set up further comparative and fair tests. 

Art: The children will continue to design their own interpretation of an Anglo Saxon house and through 

teamwork and collaborative planning attempt to make an entire village using paper mache, wood, glue 

and other materials. 

They will also be assessing whether a sculpture can be a powerful form of art. They will be attempting 

to answer the question: Can a sculpture be powerful? They will be attempting to create figureheads for 

Viking longboats, using a range of material that could include modrock or chicken wire. 

 ICT & Computing: In ICT the children will be looking at how to recognise secure sites, understanding 

what and how SPAM works. In computing and coding the children will be looking how animation can tell a 

story, what computer games are made of and how can we program an object to move faster or slower.  
French:  We will continue to build up our knowledge of French, gaining skills in listening and speaking 

paying particular attention to conversational aspects of the language. We will also learn about French 

culture and history. RE: Through Christianity and aspects of Buddhism and Sikhism children will be asking the question; 

What do people believe about life? As Easter approaches we will focus on Salvation and what 

difference does the death of Jesus make to Christians? We will also explore Christian epitaphs.  
 

Music:    Classroom Jazz: All the learning is focused around two tunes: Three note Basso and the five 

note swing. The children will learn to listen and appraise the two tunes and other supporting tunes. 

They will enjoy musical activities – learn about the interrelated dimensions of music through playing 

instruments and improvising. They will perform and share. 

 

PE: Dance: The children will continue to focus on how they can tell a story through dance. They will 

look at stories from other cultures and historic time periods of British dance, looking at different 

styles, formation and gesture. Link images from cross-curricular subjects to inspire, compose motifs 

and plan dances creatively and collaboratively in groups.  Invasion games: The children will improve 

their defending and attacking play.  

They will be encouraged to think about how to use skills, strategies, and tactics to outwit the 

opposition. They will initially focus on football and hockey. Gymnastics: The children will investigate the 

bridge and create sequences. They will learn to create a body bridge and experiment with different 

formations and balances. They will then progress these to incorporate the apparatus and develop 

sequences. They will learn to peer assess and say what they like about a performance and make 

suggestions as to how one can be improved.  

PE days:  

Monday – Games. (Usually on the field.)  

Wednesday – Gymnastics or dance. 

Friday – Gymnastics or dance. 

Term Dates:   

Half term: 13th – 17th February 

School starting and finishing times: 

       Children arrive from 8.45 am.  Start at 9.00 am. 

       Finish at 3.30 pm. 

Dinner money:   History:   The children will continue to focus on the Anglo Saxons up to 1066, embarking on an 

independent learning quest- answering a series of questions relating to the specific time period.  


