
 

Overview of this term’s teaching                                              Y5/6                                                             Autumn Term 2016 
English: The children will be looking at a range of genres: poetry, traditional tales, instructions and 

journalistic writing. Our focus will be Chronological and Non Chronological reports, Myths and Legends 

and Poetry. In addition we will pay particular attention to grammar, handwriting and spelling. The 

children are currently immersing themselves in the text of ‘Survival at 40 degrees’ with a view to 

producing a factual chronological report to include extended noun phrases and adverbial phrases. 

DT:  To accompany our history topic the children will look to answer the question “What do you need to 

build a Saxon house?’ The children will look at different structures, research and design a house of 

their own based on the knowledge acquired and recorded.  

Geography:  The children will be answering the question; ‘Why is the Exe Estuary so important?’ 

Looking at its formation, wildlife and how it affects us. Combined with their science investigations they 

will spend the day at Sidmouth and Exmouth focusing on specific areas of learning to help them answer 

the topic question. 
Maths:  Children will be looking at 4 particular units: Number Sense, Additive Reasoning, Multiplicative 

Reasoning and Geometric Reasoning. Within these units they will learn about place value into the 

millions and learn to describe and explain the patterns in a sequence. They will compare the effect of 

multiplying a number by 1000 with that of multiplying the number by 10 then 10 then 10 again (and 

similarly for division). Children will rehearse multiplication facts and use these to derive division facts. 

They will consolidate written methods for addition and subtraction. Children will solve word problems in 

number, measures and shape and space. The children will extend their knowledge of the properties of 

3-D and 2-D shapes. They will learn to derive a formula for the area of a rectangle and calculate areas 

of rectangles and squares. 

PSHE:  

Safety Education: They will be learning what to do if they have an accident, and how they can avoid 

hurting themselves by using their senses. 

New beginnings: They will learn how to make new beginnings at school and in their friendships. 

Say No to Bullying: They will learn what is bullying, why it can happen and what to do if they encounter 

or witness any incidents. 

They will learn about values, setting short and long term goals. 

Family groups: Learn about how to get better at taking part and getting involved and developing their 

communication and teamwork skills. 

 

 

 

Science:  The children will learn how and why living and non-living things change. They will learn about 

inheritance and evolution and how things change over both short and long periods of time to form new 

materials. They will investigate the properties of materials and establish whether changes are 

reversible or irreversible. Children will have the opportunity to visit the heritage sites at Sidmouth and 

Exmouth, learning about their scientific importance not only to our local community but why it is 

historically so important to scientists and historians around the world. 

 

Art: The children will be answering the question;’ What’s in the frame?’ They will be exploring a wide 

range of artistic styles and techniques to include photography, landscape, perspective and sketching 

techniques. The children will investigate work by Turner and Constable as well as exploring the artistic 

movement of Romanticism.  
ICT & Computing:  The children will learn about E-Safety, looking at passwords, what is a strong 

password? Who are they really talking to? They will focus on being safe online and recognise that while 

the Internet is a great facility for learning, widening knowledge and developing relationships there are 

also some dangers. In addition the children will be researching and producing information about a 

famous person, looking at their life, legacy and what makes them special. They will also be focusing on 

how they present their information, what techniques they have used. 

French:  We will continue to build up our knowledge of French, gaining skills in listening and speaking 

paying particular attention to conversational aspects of the language. We will also learn about French 

culture and history. 

Re:  In addition to Christianity the children will look at certain aspects of Buddhism and Sikhism and 

investigate why some journeys and places are special to followers of different faiths. They will 

reinforce their understanding of what makes a place sacred and what is a pilgrimage. 

Music:   The children will continue with their work on the recorder, developing compositional skills and 

learning more complex sequences of music. 

PE: Dance: The children will focus on how they can tell a story through dance. They will look at stories 

from other cultures and historic time periods of British dance , looking at different styles, formation 

and gesture. Link images from cross curricular subjects to inspire, compose motifs and plan dances 

creatively and collaboratively in groups.  Invasion games: The children will improve their defending and 

attacking play.  

They will be encouraged to think about how to use skills, strategies, and tactics to outwit the 

opposition. They will initially focus on tag rugby and netball. Gymnastics: The children will investigate 

flight and create longer sequences. They will learn to arrange the apparatus responsibly without direct 

supervision. They will use their knowledge of compositional principles to adapt and develop their 

sequences. They will also watch performances and begin to make simple judgements against set criteria, 

suggesting ways that work could be improved.  

PE days:  

Monday – Games. (Usually on the field.)  

Wednesday – Gymnastics or dance. 

Friday – Gymnastics or dance. 

Term Dates:   

Half term: 24th -28th October   

School starting and finishing times: 

       Children arrive from 8.45 am.  Start at 9.00 am. 

       Finish at 3.30 pm. 

Dinner money:   History:   The children will be researching the Anglo Saxons and Scots. They will be able to create a 

timeline of events, what life was like, why and where they settled, for how long and what happened to 

them. What have they left behind?  


