
 
                                                                                                   

Information for Squirrels in the Foundation Stage Unit     

Summer Term 2017 

Dear Parents, 

It has been wonderful to observe how well the pre-school children have continued to settle into the 

Foundation Stage Unit. If your child is new to the FSU and you are wondering why she or he is known 

as a Squirrel, this is simply to differentiate them from the older children in the FSU who are named 

Owls. Whether they have joined this term or are returning from last term, all of the children are 

familiar with the routines and enjoying playing and learning together. 

The FSU is open all day and sessions are 9.00 to 12.00, 12.00 to 3.00 and 3.00 to 3.30. Please speak 

to Angela Nash if you would like to book your child in to any additional sessions. We have places for 

other pre-school children, if you know of any other families who are interested. 

The children have a snack, fruit and milk mid-morning. They are welcome to bring in their own 

named snack and drink. Fruit is also given to the children every afternoon when all the children in 

the unit sit down in a circle and enjoy ‘fruit time’ together. Please be aware that we do have children 

in the FSU with particular food allergies. We cannot therefore provide opportunities for children to 

share food such as birthday treats. You are very welcome to assist your child in distributing these 

after school, if you wish to. 

Lunch Club is part of the second session between 12 and 1 o’clock. Packed lunch boxes and named 

water bottles should be for Squirrels should be placed near the sink in the FSU. Lunches can be 

ordered for a small charge via the office and these will be brought into the FSU. 

The broad theme for this term is ‘How can I look after myself and other people?’ After half term, the 

theme will be decided by the children. We endeavour to follow the interests of the children and 

provide a range of child and teacher led activities as part of the Early Years Foundation Stage 

curriculum. The children will have short adult led sessions, which will include daily phonics and 

maths activities. Additional to this information is a sheet showing the general planning for this half 

term and specific targets for your child.  

Developing the children’s communication and language skills is an important part of what we do in 

the FSU and we regularly plan activities that focus on the areas of listening, speaking and 

understanding. Please encourage your child to tell you what they have doing in the unit and you are 

always welcome to come for them to show the activities they have participated in. 

Please do not hesitate to speak your child’s key person or myself if you require information on how 

to support your child.  We hope that you will enjoy looking at the photographs and explanation of 

activities on Tapestry. Please add your own photographs and comments as we love to read them and 

it gives us a greater insight into what they do out of school. If you have any questions about 

Tapestry, please do not hesitate to ask.  

Thank you for choosing to send your child to our FSU and we are very proud of how they are all 

developing. It is wonderful to observe the older children looking after and nurturing the younger 

ones. We really are ‘one big happy family.’                                                         Naomi Garrick and the 

FSU staff 


