
 

Foundation Stage Unit – Autumn Term 2016 

                                                                              Owls 

Thank you for your support in helping the children to settle into Hazel Class and become an 

‘Owl’. Adapting to the routines of school is a big step and the children are already doing 

really well. A partnership between home and school is very important. I trust that we will be 

able to work together to ensure the best outcomes for your son or daughter. The following 

information explains how the children will be supported in their learning this term. Please 

do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

At the beginning of the school year we aim to help the children to feel safe and happy at 
school. They learn the daily routines and the expectations of the Hazel Class Code, which 
is made up of the following five statements; 
We take turns to talk           We look after our belongings          We keep our classroom 
tidy 
                     We are kind and polite to others          We always try to do our best 

Phonics -   The children have a daily phonics lesson when they learn about letters and the 
sounds that they make. I will let you know in your child’s reading record which letter 
sounds we have focussed on during that week. You can then reinforce what we have been 
doing at school through activities such as spotting the letter shape (graphemes) in books, 
sorting objects beginning with the sounds (phonemes) and playing games like ‘I spy’, 
making the sound rather than saying the letter name. You are invited to a talk about 
phonics for FS and Year 1 on Thursday 29th September at 3.40pm, please try to come 
along. 

Books -   Thank you for commenting in your child’s reading record on the books that he or 
she has brought home to share with you. As they progress with the phonics, your child 
will bring home structured reading scheme books. He or she will read at school 
individually or as a small group in a guided reading session. 

Writing – As well as learning about the sounds that letters make, the children are also 
learning about the shape and correct formation of letters. Writing is encouraged across all 
activities at school and we make provision to motivate children to apply their developing 
phonic skills with a range of resources and activities available to them.   

Mathematics – The children are practising skills such as recognising numbers to twenty, 
matching sets of objects to numbers, counting objects with one to one correspondence, 
as well as about the correct formation of numbers. 

Physical activity – Daily physical activity called ‘Fizz Whizz’ takes place every morning. The 
children will also have PE in the hall every Monday and Friday, following a programmed 
called LEAP. 

Themes – Our overall theme this term is ‘All About Me’ when the children’s learning is 
based around themselves and their families. Sports Week helped the children to learn 
about keeping healthy and to work as a team. This term provides opportunities to find out 
about and celebrate the festivals of Harvest and Christmas. 
A medium term planning sheet is being sent to demonstrate how we try to cover all of the 

different areas in the EYFS framework. Overleaf is general information for Hazel Class. 



General information for parents of children in Hazel Class 

 

Mornings – Please wait with your child in the front playground until the bell is rung at 

8.55. If you arrive after 9.00am, you will need to take your child to the school office. 

Collection from school – If your child is going to be collected by someone other than 

yourself, let us know in the morning and we will put the details into the ‘Hazel Class 

Going Home Book’ for that day. If you have a regular arrangement, please let us know in 

writing who can collect your child in your absence. 

Schools lunches – All children in the Foundation Stage and KS1 are entitled to a free 

school meal. If you would like your child to have a school lunch, it would be very helpful 

if you could send a note on a Monday with your child’s menu choices for the week. 

Snacks and water bottles – Your child can bring a healthy snack into school to eat before 

morning play but please do not send any nut products. All children need a named bottle 

of water to drink during the day. Fresh fruit is available to all children in Hazel Class and 

they have this every afternoon. 

Free school milk – Children under the age of five are entitled to free milk at school. 

Children of five and over can receive milk at school if a payment system is set up. Please 

could you return the ‘Cool Milk’ form to Mrs Nash if you have not already done so. 

Food allergies – Please be aware that we have children at school with particular food 

allergies. We cannot therefore provide opportunities for children to share food such as 

birthday treats in school. You are very welcome to assist your child in distributing these 

after school, if you wish to. 

Communication – You are always welcome to talk to a member of staff before or after 

school. If you need to discuss something more formally then we can arrange a time that 

is convenient.  

We hope that you are enjoying looking at the photographs and explanations of what 

they have done on Tapestry. Please add your own photographs and comments as we 

love to read them and it gives us a greater insight into what they do out of school. If you 

have any questions about Tapestry, you are always welcome to come in and ask. 

Please make sure that your child’s clothes, snack box and water bottle are named and 

they have their book bag, coat and PE kit in school every day. 

Your support is most appreciated and thank you for letting us work with and teach your 

lovely child. We are very proud of how well they have adapted to school life. 

Mrs Garrick and the FSU staff. 

 


