
TIPTON ST JOHN C of E PRIMARY SCHOOL SEN OFFER 

SEN INFORMATION REPORT 

Section 1  
What kinds of Special 
Educational needs does 
Tipton St John C of E 
Primary make provision 
for?  
 

Tipton St John C of E Primary is a Voluntary Aided Church School.  
‘We value the individuality of all of our children in a Christian atmosphere. We are 
committed to giving all of our children every opportunity to achieve the highest of 
standards. We do this by taking account of pupils’ varied life experiences and needs. 
We offer a broad and balanced curriculum and have high expectations for all children. 
The achievements, attitudes and well-being of all our children matter. We ensure that 
this school promotes the individuality of all our children, irrespective of ethnicity, 
attainment, age, disability, gender or background.’ (Otter valley Policy).  

Section 2  
How would Tipton St John 
C of E Primary identify and 
assess my child’s special 
Educational needs? 

Children who are showing signs of difficulty or are not making progress academically 
and/or socially will be assessed through a variety of observations, class-based 
assessments and diagnostic assessment. Parents will also be consulted to see if any 
changes or difficulties have been noticed or have occurred at home.  
 
The school works closely with external agencies to ensure early identification and 
further provision is pinpointed to support the needs of every child. 

Section 3  
a) How does the school 
evaluate the effectiveness 
of provision for pupils with 
Special Educational Needs? 

We have a robust system of reviewing our provision each term by the use of the 
scrutiny of interventions to ensure their impact is effective, progress towards IEP 
targets, pupil achievement and progress data. An action plan is implemented each 
year to improve the quality of provision for all children. Provision maps also track the 
support being given and the progress made, this data is then, alongside the action 
plan relayed to Governors through a report on how effective the SEN Action Plan has 
been in supporting the progress of children with SEN and where the next support or 
action is needed.  

b) How do you I know how 
well my child is doing at 
school?  
 

Teachers will meet with parents each term to hold a structured conversation and to 
discuss targets for your child. We communicate with parents regularly through 
individual meetings and by telephone as necessary. There is an open-door policy for 
parents to discuss their child’s needs at any point in the year if it is outside these 
meetings.  
If a child has a Statement we will also discuss progress at Annual Reviews and our 
expectations for your child. In addition, all parents will receive an interim report and a 
full report once a year.  

c) How will the staff 
support my child?  
 

Children who have been identified as having a Special Educational Need will be put on 
an SEN register and will have an IEP (Individual Education Plan). This will give targets 
agreed between the child and teacher (alongside information for outside agencies 
where applicable) to work on. 
 
Children who are of any SEN concern but not at the point of needing an IEP will be 
put on the WATCH list. This will be used to start to build a picture of any issues that 
are beginning to show themselves.  
 
Some children may have a Statement of Special Educational Need. These children will 
have an IEP and a Transition Plan if that is deemed necessary.  The statement will be 
reviewed annually in line with the 0-25 Team Guidelines.  
 
IEPs are reviewed termly, but can be reviewed at any point that the child makes 
sufficient progress towards the targets, or where more assessment has been needed 
to support their needs. In addition children are constantly observed and progress 
noted. Pupils are assessed against their own prior learning.  
 
A formal meeting is held three times a year (at the beginning of each term) with 
teachers and parents to discuss the child’s progress against their current targets and 
the setting of new targets 
 



All planning, both, medium term and short term is highly differentiated within each 
class for all children in the school. Children with a special need may be taught 1:1 or 
in small groups or may have a booster session that will help to underpin or support 
their specific needs so they can access every learning opportunity.  
School staff are supported by the SENCO, Speech and Language Therapists, 
Educational Psychologists, School and Community nurses, Communication and 
Interaction Team, Behaviour Support Team, Hearing and Vision Impaired Advisors, 
Occupational Therapists, Targeted Family Support, Social Services, CAMHS – Child and 
Adolescent Mental Health Services, and specialist teacher advisors (maths and 
English) where and when appropriate.  

d) How do you adapt the 
curriculum?  
 

Our aim is to provide a curriculum that is relevant and broad and helps children to 
become as functionally literate, numerate, communicative and as independent as 
possible in an environment that promotes positive learning experiences. It is based 
on the Quality First Teaching provision. TAs (Teaching Assistant) work alongside 
teachers to support children with SEN individually or in small groups and to facilitate 
the class teacher working with children with SEN.   

e) What additional support 
can be given to my child? 

If an SEN child needs further provision, external agencies will be consulted with the 
permission of parents to ensure all possible, relevant provision can be put in place to 
support children’s needs. These will be accessed when children with SEN are 
consistently not making expected progress or their needs are not specifically 
identified but a concern is in place.  

f) How will my child be 
included in activities 
outside the school 
curriculum including trips? 

Every child has the opportunity to access all educational opportunities outside the 
school including sporting events and trips. Provision is again highly differentiated 
within the planning and carried out during all trips including residentials. Children’s 
needs and concerns will be discussed with parents as necessary and are considered 
on a risk assessment.  

g) What support is there 
for my child’s overall well-
being?  

We have a robust safeguarding policy and protocol in place. Medical needs are 
managed with support from specifically trained external staff and all staff regularly 
undergo training e.g. in the use of epipens.  
Within school we have staff trained in emotional development that is undertaken as a 
whole class within PSHE and on an individual basis if necessary; this includes daily 
support for every child’s emotional understanding through a Thrive program. Classes 
and individuals are assessed each term and adjustments to support and targets are 
adapted accordingly. Parents will be informed, and be asked to give consent if 
children are identified as needing a 1:1 program of support which will also include a 
program for home use to ensure consistent support is applied.  
We also work closely with CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) if 
your child needs a further level of support.  

Section 4 and 5  
What training is provided 
for staff supporting 
children and young people 
with SEN?  

All of our teachers are fully qualified and all staff members are involved in Dyslexia 
training and support from the SENCO and external agencies to ensure specific needs 
are met. The SENCO has The National SENCO Award and a wide range of additional 
training for identifying and supporting specific needs. It is important that staff 
members, working with the child, are trained within the setting to ensure a positive 
and effective program of support is in place. Ongoing professional development is key 
to ensuring staff remain updated and skilled.  

Section 6  
How accessible is Tipton St 
John C of E Primary? 

The site is quite challenging for anyone with mobility issues. The majority of the site is 
not accessible. 

Section 7 and 8 
How are parents involved 
in the school?  
 
How can you get involved 
and whom should you 
contact? 
 
How do parents and 

In the Autumn term each year, we hold a class meeting for you to meet your child’s 
new teacher. You can ask questions at this or arrange an individual meeting if 
preferred. At the beginning of each term there will also be a review of IEP meeting 
combined within the usual parent meetings to discuss targets and strategies, a way 
forward for your child.  
If your child has a Statement we will meet annually to discuss progress, targets and 
support and an additional meeting will be held at the end of the year.  
 
The PTFA meets regularly to arrange social events and fund raising activities. You are 



children get involved in 
their education?   
 

very welcome to join that group. We also hold a Christmas Fayre, Summer Fair, Easter 
DT challenge, quiz nights,  and a range of other events to which you are warmly 
invited. For further information our website is regularly updated with upcoming 
events or alternatively please contact our school office.  
The children are involved in the running of the school through the Family Groups.  All 
children with SEN are involved in setting and discussing their own targets and are 
encouraged to show us when they are achieving them alongside the teacher’s daily 
and termly assessment.  Homework is differentiated to remain within the child’s level 
and individual need. 

Section 9  
What do I do if I have a 
concern about the school 
provision?  

In the first instance we encourage you to contact your child’s class teacher. If your 
concern is specifically SEN based do please contact the SENCO Mrs Janice 
Strawbridge. If you still have concerns then please contact the Head of School Mr 
Michael Tuckett or the Executive Headteacher Mr Colin Butler. In the unlikely event 
that your concern is not resolved then please contact our Chair of Governors.  

Section 10 and 11 
What specialist services 
and expertise are available 
at or accessed by the 
school.  

We work closely with the following to support your child’s needs: Speech and 
Language Therapists, Educational Psychologists, School and Community nurses, 
Communication and Interaction Team, Behaviour Support Team, Hearing and Vision 
Impaired Advisors, Occupational Therapists, Targeted Family Support, Social Services, 
CAMHS – Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services, and specialist teacher 
advisors.  

Section 12 
How do you prepare my 
child for joining your 
school or transferring to 
another school?  

We can offer a structured induction for your child if necessary.  We will liaise with the 
receiving school and follow their transition process. We will enhance this with social 
stories, picture my class books and extra visits if necessary. We operate a buddy 
system and a specific adult to support your child’s transition into Tipton St John C of E 
Primary and will liaise with you about their needs while waiting for information from 
their previous school. 

Section 13 
Where can I get more 
information about services 
for my child? 

The information in this report forms a part of Devon’s Local Offer which can be 
accessed at www.devon.gov.uk/SEND   
Parents can also access the Parent Partnership Service (PPS) to find out about support 
for parents and carers who have children aged 0-25 with Special Educational needs. 
This can be found at www.parentpartnershipdevon.org.uk  

 

http://www.devon.gov.uk/SEND
http://www.parentpartnershipdevon.org.uk/

