
  

 

www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk www.feniton.devon.sch.uk www.ottervalleyfederation.org 

          NEWSLETTER            May 2017 

Summer Fair 

Today is our school summer fair. The fair starts at 

1.30pm so please do come and support the children.  

All money raised will go to the ‘Send a Cow’ charity. 

Half-term 

Just a reminder that our summer half-term is 2 weeks. 

We break up today and return on Monday 12 June. We 

wish you all a happy and relaxing break. 

Pots, Bottles and Other Lost 

Property 

This afternoon, any unclaimed pots and bottles from 

both the upper and lower site will be left on the steps 

to the lower site for parents to claim. Lost items of 

clothing will be left on the tree bench. Please 

remember to take items home as any un-named items 

left unclaimed by the end of the day will be disposed 

of or given to the PTFA for their uniform sale – thank 

you.  

New Teacher for Willow Class 

We have successfully appointed a new, experienced 

teacher to work part-time (3 days per week) in Willow 

class from September, alongside Mrs Ladbrook. 

We will provide more details as soon as all the 

necessary checks are completed. We hope that our new 

teacher will be with us on transition day. 

Joke Book 

Matthew in year 5 has now finished compiling his joke 

book to raise money for his friend in Oak class who had 

his bike stolen from school during bikeability week. 

Matthew will be selling books after school this week 

and at the summer fair on Friday. The book is a 

compilation of all the jokes sent in from the children 

and will cost £2 each or 3 for £5. All proceeds will go 

towards buying a new bike, with any extra raised going 

to the PTFA. 

Well done Matthew for doing such a brilliant job and 

for being such a great friend! 

Bee Art Competition 

Congratulations to Sasha in year 1 who won first prize 

for the individual entry category at the Devon County 

show ‘bee art’ competition. Feniton won the award 

overall for a school – both great achievements for the 

Federation.  

 

RSPCA Cake Sale 

A huge well done to some of our amazing year 2 girls 

(Evie, Jess, Elsie and Mari) for organising and running a 

cake sale to raise funds for the RSPCA. They raised 

£105. A brilliant achievement. 

Tipton Road Closures 

The Environment Agency are going to be carrying out 

some flood improvement works in Tipton over the next 

couple of weeks, which will require some road closures.  

The EA has kindly liaised with school to minimise 

disruption by carrying out the majority of the work 

during half-term. 

The week commencing 5th June is the start of the 

road closure. This will involve works outside Sexton’s 

Cottage, which due to the road widths, requires full 

closure.  

There is also likely to be some minor, finishing off 

works during the week commencing 12th June. 
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The EA will use the layby opposite school as a 

compound for their vehicles for the duration. 

Road Safety 

Last week we had a very upset driver phone school to 

say that as they were driving past the school at 

3.30pm, a young child with a school dress ran out into 

the road and came very close to being knocked over. 

We want to keep our children safe so please remember 

the following: 

 Only cross at the allocated places 

 Keep young children close to you as they may 

not have great road-sense. 

 Do not park on the bend which causes other 

road users to have to move into the middle of 

the road. 

 Keep your speed down when driving through 

the village. 

 

Lateness 

Just a friendly reminder that school starts at 09:00. 

Children should ideally arrive at school between 8:45 – 

8:50 so that they are ready for 09:00. Children that 

arrive after 09:00 must be signed in at the School 

Office. 

Children arriving after 09:00 but before 09:15 are 

classed as ‘late’ in the register. Children arriving after 

09:15 are recorded as having an ‘unauthorised absence’. 

Class Updates 

Hazel Class 

The Owls and Squirrels in the Foundation Stage Unit 

have been very busy learning about how to look after 

themselves and each other. They have transformed 

their role play area into Tipton Hospital. Last week 

they received information that due to cutbacks, it may 

be shut down! They are writing letters and making 

posters to try to keep it open as well as having a 

special day of coming to school dressed up as staff who 

work in the hospital. 

They have also been doing lots of exercise, both inside 

and outside and talking about eating healthy food. They 

have been inspired by Mrs Garrick who ran the London 

Marathon dressed as a strawberry. She did manage to 

beat the previous Guinness World Record as a fruit by 

fourteen minutes and run under four hours but at the 

finish she discovered that another female fruit had 

beaten her! The effort was worth it as both Mrs 

Garrick and all the wonderful parents at Tipton Primary 

managed to raise over £1475 for the PTFA. If anyone 

would still like to make a contribution, please contact 

the school. Any donation is most appreciated by all the 

staff and children.  

 

 

Maple Class 

Maple class have been busy designing and making their 

own 'Rainforest in a box'. They thoroughly enjoyed 

using natural resources from the school field as well as 

craft materials to make authentic looking Rainforests, 

whilst using their knowledge of the different layers of 

the forest. We were very impressed with how creative 

the children were and how well they worked in small 

groups. 

 

Willow Class 

Some reports from the last few 

weeks… 

Fossil Festival by Nicole 

On Friday before the bank holiday weekend, Willow 

Class went to the Lyme Regis Fossil Festival.  They 

went to learn about fossils, rocks and the coast.  
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At 8:15am, Willow Class were ready to leave.  Excited, 

they scrambled into the coach.  Chatting and laughing, 

Willow Class got off the coach at Lyme Regis.  Making 

sure everyone was there, their teacher Miss Ingrouille 

counted them.  

Once they had got out the car park, Willow Class had 

to walk down over 100 steps to get to the bottom.  By 

the seafront, there were three marquees.  They had 

different activities in all of them.  

When they went in the first marquee, they had a talk 

and a demonstration from South West Water.  

Listening hard, Willow Class also had a talk from a 

geologist.   

Walking carefully along the path, Willow Class then 

went to the Natural History Museum’s exhibit.  Some 

of the best things were: 

 Painting with clay 

 Making 3d ammonites 

 Microscopic fossils 

 Picking up teeth with tweezers 

 

Overall, it was an amazing trip and the children would 

love to do it again.  

 

Sponsored run by George 

One Monday, all of Tipton St John School had a 

sponsored run down at the playing fields.  It was set up 

by Mrs Garrick and we were raising money for the 

PTFA. 

At the start, we found out that three laps was one 

mile.  It was a friendly atmosphere because older 

people helped younger people, and it didn’t rain.  

Unexpectedly, grown-ups ran as well! 

Part way through, Mrs Garrick was in her strawberry 

suit cheering people on, and the reason why was that 

she was attempting a third world record in the London 

Marathon. 

Running in front, George D. did 22 laps.  George M and 

Billy did 19 laps.  Catching up with George D, George M 

fell over.  

It was a good day.  Loads of people ran as far as they 

could and they tried their best.  Most people want to 

do it again and most of all it was fun, sporty and 

healthy.  

Willow class during SATs week by James 

Last week, Year Six had to do SATs.  SATs are very 

hard tests for Year Six.   

Fascinated, Willow Class had to keep quiet all the time.  

It was challenging when Willow Class had to quietly 

creep past Year Six’s classroom and through the 

wooden gate and into playtime!  We had to be so quiet 

that we couldn’t even clean up our class! 

Finally we heard cheers from Year Six.  They had 

finished their SATs.  We cheered back.  Now as a 

treat, Year Six have extra playtime for their good 

work.  

Oak Class 

The last few weeks have flown by in Oak class with the 

emphasis on revision and SATs.  The children have 

worked really well as a class and applied themselves 

well. Year 6 coped admirably and had the added bonus 

of sitting with their lucky charms during the test. 

Maddie, in particular, felt her lucky duck worked 

wonders.  

Whilst Year 6 were busy remembering everything they 

had learnt, Year 5 worked really well in strange 

surroundings embarking on a new quest to try and 

answer ‘Why some creatures no longer exist?’  So far, 

the standard of work produced has been really high. 

The week was rounded off by a fun, sporting-themed 

tea party. 
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We are now trying to return to some sort of normality 

with a great emphasis on the children’s writing, a 

return to the Maths No Problem scheme and in RE an 

understanding of the term ‘People of God’. 

 

There are lots of events coming up over the next few 

weeks. Unfortunately, the Quad Kids athletics was 

cancelled due to the weather, but both boys and girls 

have football tournaments, a visit to Ottery Church, 

wildlife conference, cricket competition, transition and 

last but by no means least the residential.  

Sports Reports 

Tipton St John- A hotbed of 

footballing potential! 

 

Not since the great Bobby Moore tackle on Pele during 

the 1970 World Cup has Coach Hatswell witnessed such 

a display of skill and enthusiasm.  The Tipton Tigers 

(Aka Year 5/6 girls) represented the school at the 

Exeter School Football Tournament on Thursday May 

18th. 

With the tough tackling ‘Smith’ twins at the back 

(Imogen and Nancy) and Maddie the Cat in goal, 

confidence was high. However, Coaches Hatswell and 

Burgess were soon put in their place as the first game 

kicked off. Our heroines smiled and giggled as the 

opposition and first goal went in without them touching 

the ball! 5-0 being the final score. 

A rousing end of game speech by skipper Amber Hunt 

soon rallied the team and not only did they touch the 

ball in the next game they even managed a goal. 

Midfield Dynamo Nash and Cruncher Guilbert were 

complimented by the silky skills of Davies the Wizard, 

Serino the Dribbler and Zaimi the Assassin. 

 Despite some strange handballs given away, tactical 

oddities, in game cart-wheels and hair adjustments the 

girls did really well. Playing 7, winning 3, drawing one 

and losing 4. 

Coaches Hatswell & Burgess were delighted with the 

sense of fun and wonderful attitude of the team and 

above all else that the girls now know what to do when 

they are awarded a corner. 

Not to be out done the boys continue to shine in their 

Exeter league and with just one round of matches to go 

are close to the heady heights of mid-table. A full end 

of season report will appear in the next issue. 

Ottery Fun Run 

Congratulations to Noah in Year 5 who finished 2nd in 

the Ottery Fun Run on Sunday 14th May. A great 

achievement, well done.  

Also running the 10k race were Mrs Garrick, Mrs Lilley 

and Mrs McLoughlin . Mrs Garrick did it in 49.03 in her 

strawberry costume, Mrs Lilley did it in 59.01 and Mrs 

McLoughlin in 1.00.18. 

Congratulations and well done to them all. It would be 

great to see many more children participating next 

year and we may even have some more members of 

staff taking part! 

 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.feniton.devon.sch.uk/


 

 

Page 5 

www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk www.feniton.devon.sch.uk www.ottervalleyfederation.org 

 

Science Mark 

Fantastic news…Tipton has achieved a gold award in the 

Primary Science Quality Mark. This is an outstanding 

achievement and our thanks must go to Mrs Ladbrook 

who completed the application, which was a huge 

amount of work.  

 

This award has been achieved by focussing upon 

practical activities and working scientifically.  Science 

is a favourite subject at our school.   

Primary Science Quality Awards have been awarded to 

168 infant, junior, primary, middle and special schools 

to celebrate a commitment to excellence in science 

teaching and learning.  So far, since its national launch 

in 2010, over 2300 schools across the UK have 

achieved the award.   

The Primary School Quality Mark scheme enables 

schools to work together to share good practice and is 

supported by professional development led by local 

experts. It encourages teacher autonomy and 

innovation while at the same time offering a clear 

framework for development in science subject 

leadership, teaching and learning.  

The Primary Science Quality Mark is led by the 

University of Hertfordshire, School of Education in 

partnership with the Primary Science Teaching Trust. 

It is supported by the Royal Society for Chemistry, 

the Ogden Trust and the Association for Science 

Education.  

Jane Turner, PSQM National Director said: “Gaining a 

Primary Science Quality Award is a significant 

achievement for a school.  The profile and quality of 

science teaching and learning in each awarded school is 

very high. Children are engaging with great science 

both inside and outside the classroom, developing 

positive attitudes towards science as well as secure 

science understanding and skills.  

New School Web-site 

Our new school web site is now up and running. Please 

feedback any comments you may have/ways we could 

improve the site. 

Defibrillator Training 

Thank you to Sarah Dormor from the Plymouth 

Hospitals NHS Trust for carrying out all the training 

for  villagers, staff and the children in Willow and Oak 

classes on how to use the new Tipton defibrillator. 

These were fantastic sessions.  

There were some very important points that came out 

of the training for the children, most importantly 

concerning the importance of getting adult help - 

please nag them to tell you all about it as this was a 

very important message from the training. 

A brief summary of the training is as follows: 

 There are two parts to using the defibrillator; 1) 

Administering CPR and 2) using the defibrillator. 

 A child should not do this on their own, for their 

own safety and because they are physically not 

strong enough to administer CPR for any period of 

time. 

 A child should get a known adult to help them as 

quickly as possible. 

 If an adult has not been trained to use the 

defibrillator, a trained child can talk you through 

what to do, although the machine also tells you 

what to do at each stage – DON’T BE AFRAID TO 

USE IT! 

 As the Tipton defibrillator is automated, it will only 

shock someone who has the appropriate heart 

rhythm. It will not administer a shock to a healthy 

person in normal heart rhythm so you cannot do any 

damage! 

Tipton Work Day: 29th April 

Thank you to everyone who came and helped at the 

work day, or at other times…  
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Nicky & Will Thomas, Lisa Glanville, James Tout, 

Hannah Boyd, Claire & Joe Holland, Claire Webb, Claire 

Burrow, Andrew de Gruchy, John Masters, Louise 

Thomas, Lee Clark, Kevin &, Helen Brandom, Vanessa 

Hampton, Martin Turvill, Angela Nash, Carlo Serino, 

Chris & Holly Burr, Helen Burrow, Colin Butler, Michael 

& Raissa Tuckett. 

 

A fantastic amount of work was achieved.  

 

Some parents are also coming in over half-term to do 

more jobs such as painting, cleaning the canopy and 

making a roof for the boot rack – thank you to all these 

fantastic volunteers. 

 

We are in desperate need of someone to repair a sink 

joint – if you have these skills and are willing to help, 

please contact the School Office. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

Child Assault Prevention 

Project (CAP) UK 

In June/July we will be having an organisation called 

CAP UK coming into school to spend time with each of 

the classes, the staff and there will also be a session 

for parents. Each class will receive 3 x 1 hour sessions 

with CAP UK.  

CAP UK is an internationally established school-based 

programme.  The programme has been developed to 

teach children real strategies to keep them safe and 

strong and also to enable parents and staff to 

encourage and reinforce these skills.  CAP UK works 

with over 8,000 children a year in Devon.    

The children's workshops are drama and discussion 

based, lively, fun and aim to reduce fear and build 

confidence and self-esteem.  They tackle the issues of 

children's safety with peers, strangers and familiar 

adults. 

So that you can be fully informed about the work of 

the project, meet the CAP team, view a short film of a 

children's workshop and most importantly talk about 

ways that together we can keep our children safe, 

there will be a parent's workshop here at school on 

Wednesday 28 June at 6.30pm, before CAP UK work 

with the children.  

A letter will come out at the start of next half-term. 

PTFA 

New benches 

The PTFA are very kindly going to buy some new 

benches for the school grounds. We hope to have these 

for September. They will make it easier for the 

children to work outside and to eat lunches outside 

during the nice weather. 

Cake sale at the summer fair:  

Friday 26th May 

The PTFA will hold a tea and cake sale at the summer 

fair on Friday. Please could Willow and Hazel classes 

provide the cakes – thank you. Money raised from this 

stall will go to the PTFA. 

Other Upcoming events….. 

Old Skool Disco: Saturday 24 June (adults only) 

Bag2School: 4 July 

Playing Field Association fayre: 8 July 

School disco: 21 July 

End of term BBQ: 26 July 
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Early Years Funding 

Childcare Choices Web-site: 

www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 

 
This Government recently introduced ‘Childcare 

Choices’. Childcare Choices brings together all the 

government childcare offers for the first time, helping 

parents find the right childcare support to suit them, 

and provides information on both new and existing 

childcare offers.  

 

Please go to this web site to see what childcare offers 

you are eligible for. You will need to access this web 

site before the autumn term if you wish to apply for 

30-hours free childcare from September. 

 

 

 

30 hours provision at Tipton 

 
Surveys were recently sent out to pre-school families 

that use our FSU to gauge interest in the 30 hours 

offer. We will shortly be analysing the results to see 

whether we are going to offer this from September to 

eligible families. If you are interested in accessing 30-

hours and haven’t completed a survey, then please see 

Mrs Nash in the Office. 

 

Sun Protection 

Please remember sun cream and sun-hats as the sun is 

now very strong. 

Local Events 

Please note that we are not endorsing any local events 

that we put in our newsletter - we are simply passing 

details on in case you or your children are interested.  

Tipton St John  

Playing Field Association 50th 

Anniversary Summer Fair 

7th – 9th July 

Please support this lovely event – the PTFA will have 

several stalls on the 8th. Members of the Playing Field 

Association will be selling raffle tickets after school, 

before the day – the raffle draw will happen on Sunday 

9th July. 

Nearly New Sales 

 

 

Wild East Devon Countryside Events 

 

 

Geocaching – DEVON MEGA UK Event 

www.devon2017mega.org.uk 
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Dates for Your Diary 

 

May 

Fri 26th  School Summer Fair 

Mon 29th – 9th June Half-term (2 weeks) 

 

June 

Mon 12th First day back for 2nd half of 

term 

 Year 3/4 Quad kids at King’s 

 4pm Tennis club at King’s for 

years 4,5 and 6 

Mon 12th – Fri 16th  Year 1 Phonics screening checks 

Weds 14th  Year 2 to attend Church School 

celebration service in Honiton 

Mon 19th  4pm Tennis club at King’s for 

years 4,5 and 6 

Mon 19th – Fri 23rd Year 5/6 residential 

Tues 20th  4pm Go Ride cycling at King’s for 

year 5/6 

Thurs 22nd  3.45pm new parents meeting 

Sat 24th  PTFA adults disco 

Mon 26th  4pm Tennis club at King’s for 

years 4,5 and 6 

Tues 27th  Year 6 Junior Life Skills 

Weds 28th  Year 5 cricket day 

 Year 6 transition workshop at 

Tipton 

 6.30pm CAP Parent workshop 

Friday 30th  Federation Day 

 

July 

Mon 3rd   Year 1/2 multi-skills at King’s 

 4pm Tennis club at King’s for 

years 4, 5 and 6 

 CAP UK working with Hazel, 

Maple & Willow – session 1 

 CAP UK working with Oak class: 

sessions 1, 2 and 3  

Tues 4th  Bag2School Collection 

 CAP UK working with Hazel, 

Maple & Willow – session 2 

Weds 5th CAP UK working with Hazel, 

Maple & Willow – session 3 

 Year 6 transition afternoon at 

Payhembury  

Mon 10th – Fri 14th  Year 6 to King’s for induction 

week 

Weds 12th  Whole school transition morning 

Mon 17th Full GB meeting 

Fri 21st July School disco 

Weds 26th  Leavers’ service 

 Last day of summer term 

 PTFA BBQ 

 

September 

Mon 4th  Non-pupil day 

Tues 5th Start of autumn term 
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