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          NEWSLETTER            March 2017 

In their fright the 

women bowed down with 

their faces to the 

ground, but the men 

said to them, “Why do 

you look for the living 

among the dead? He is 

not here; he has risen! 

Remember how he told you, while he was 

still with you in Galilee”. 

Message from Head of School 

It has, yet again, been a very busy term as you will see 

from the reports below. Some of the high-lights of the 

term have included science week, World Book Day, and 

the sponsored run.  

The weather will hopefully be improving now which 

means the children can be outside more. Please 

remember sun hats and cream next term! 

We hope to see you all at our Easter Service on Friday 

at 14:15 in the Church. There will be a PTFA cake sale 

after school on Friday, and the cakes are being 

provided by Maple class.  

We also have a collection of food pots and drink 

bottles which have not been taken home for a while. 

These will be left on a table on the lower site on Friday 

afternoon for collection. Any item not collected on 

Friday will unfortunately be thrown away as these 

items become a health hazard. 

All the staff would like to wish you and your families an 

enjoyable and restful Easter break. 

School Funding 

Following the letter sent to parents on the 9th 

February, we hope that many of you will have signed 

the petition and/or emailed your MP about school 

funding. Last week the DfE’s formal consultation closed 

but we do need to keep the pressure up. The idea that 

we are a winner because we have a few thousand more 

from the National Funding Formula is wrong if you 

include the governments changes to pensions, national 

insurance, minimum and living wages, plus inflation and 

normal pay rises. Devon will still be significantly under 

the national average. Why is your child worth £290 

less than the average? Governors have managed to set 

a budget but this will have an impact upon you and your 

children. 

Class Updates 

Hazel Class 

Hazel Class really enjoyed Science Week, particularly 

our visit to Waitrose. We went inside their giant 

freezers, looked at different types of packaging and 

tasted a variety of fruit and vegetables. During the 

week, we also went on a wellie walk around our school 

grounds, hung up bird feeders which we made and 

planted some beautiful flowers. 

Our theme for this half-term has been castles, 

princesses and dragons. Please come and look at the 

castle role play area and our naughty dragon which we 

painted and decorated. You could have a go at trying to 

rescue poor Rapunzel from her tower! 

Each day the Class Special Helper takes home a toy 

unicorn with magical powers and a dragon who is very 

mischievous. A diary is written about their adventures 

and it is shared with the class the following day. We 

really enjoy listening to what they did at their 

sleepover. 

We have been very busy creating a wonderful Easter 

display and looking after tadpoles which will be put in 

our school pond this week as they are starting to turn 

into froglets.  

Maple Class 

Maple class had a fantastic trip to Escot, as part of 

Science week.  Despite the cold weather everybody 

had fun running around the maze and poor Mrs North 

nearly got left behind whilst trying to rescue Josiah! 

After making some name badges out of wood the 

children then explored the woods where they fed wild 

boar, saw 

lynx, otters 

during 

feeding time 

and watched 

the very rare 

red squirrels 

in their 

enclosure.   
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One of the highlights was roasting marshmallows on a 

camp fire and the day finished with a treasure hunt in 

the wetlands. The purpose of this trip was to enhance 

and reinforce the children’s learning about the 

environment, habitats, adaptation and food chains. As 

well as having lots of fun the children also gained 

confidence in being in the countryside.  

In History we have been learning about significant 

people from the Victorian period and are now able to 

place key events from the past in chronological order 

on a time line.   We are now working in partners to 

create our own e-books on the iPads.  

Willow Class 

Willow Class enjoyed visiting Killerton with other 

schools in the learning Community to take part in the 

Orienteering Festival.  During the morning, there was a 

new series of activities to develop their skills in map 

reading, compass skills and teamwork, then in the 

afternoon came chance to put their skills to the 

test.  First, as a big group, they trudged up, down and 

around the woodland, following the map to locate the 

mark points.  Then, in small teams, they were set free 

on a short timed competition.  Having to make a team 

decision about which points to reach in the time 

available was tricky, and unfortunately, many groups 

went over time, losing valuable scores.  However, we 

are very proud of Arthur, Alex M, Charlotte and 

Jessica, who came third place out of all schools 

participating.  Well done!   

 

Oak Class 

Oak Class are well into their pre-SATs revision and 

have been working really hard. Many of the 

children have passed their Bikeability Course and they 

competed extremely well in the recent hockey and 

cross country events. In English, they have produced 

some excellent poems on the Lady of Shallot and are 

now studying a book called ‘How to survive in the 

Jungle’. Finally, in science they continue to investigate 

Physical Phenomena and have carried out a number of 

exciting experiments with Mrs Ladbrook. 

 

 

Science Week: 6-10 

February 

The pupils at Tipton St John Primary School recently 

held their annual Science Week, launching it with a talk 

from the Melanesian Mission and how the habitats on 

the Solomon Islands are threatened.  The theme of 

the week was, “Our Food, Our Health, Our planet“.    

The oldest children in the school found out about how 

minerals in the soil affect plant growth and the 

problems Mexican farmers face because of the salty 

soil.  They then looked more closely at digestion and 

how important minerals and vitamins are to our diet and 

help the body to function.     

The children in Willow class looked at the links 

between the environment and sustainable food 

production which will not destroy habitats and 

endanger the habitats of certain species such as the 

orangutan.   

The younger children in Maple class found out about 

food chains and interdependence in the natural world.  

Their trip to Escot not only reinforced how a food 

chain works, but also included a woodland walk where 

they learnt about different plants and trees.  Our 

youngest children in Hazel class learnt about fruit and 

which countries different fruits come from, as well as 

finding out about food packaging. 

All of the classes have been finding out about growing 

plants and Maple have followed up the Science Week 

with a close study of Bees and how important they are 

to pollination and growing our own food.   The most 

important part of science week is enjoyment!  The 

children become engaged, inspired and enthused about 

Science. 
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Account of Trip to @Bristol on 10th 

February 2017 by Nancy, Year 5 

On Friday 10th February 2017 Oak Class went on an 

educational visit to @Bristol, a science museum in the 

city of Bristol. The aim of this trip was to learn more 

about space, to develop our confidence in science and 

to enjoy ourselves. The trip was led by Mrs Ladbrook 

and supported by Mr Hatswell, Mrs Ashdown, Mrs 

Grover and Mr Panizzi. 

Firstly, I would like to provide some information about 

@Bristol. There were lots of different activities for 

children of all ages. For example, the flour grinder 

where you had to spin a handle and then after a while 

you had made yourself a pot of flour. Also there was an 

activity where if you stood in front of it and moved 

around you could see inside yourself to see all your 

bones and then when you changed the setting you could 

see all your muscles. 

 

Another example for older children was the hamster 

wheel that was fascinating because when you were on 

it, it really felt like you were flying! Although this 

activity was fun and satisfying I am not sure what the 

benefits were. In addition, there was a machine called 

the ‘Startle’ which filmed your reaction to certain 

noises and photos (the reactions were funny to watch). 

 

My favourite activity was the Planetarium because it 

felt like we were moving in a rocket going up to space 

to visit all the planets in our solar system. The 3D 

effect was amazing and made it look even more 

realistic. From being in the planetarium I have learnt 

lots of facts about most of the eight planets and some 

dwarf planets. 

Trip to ‘@ Bristol’ by Noah, Year 5 

On the 10th of February Oak class went on a science 

trip to @Bristol. When we arrived we went straight to 

the Space Workshop where we did five activities. They 

were: making an aerodynamic foam rocket, 

experimenting to discover which materials absorbed 

the most water and would work best for a space nappy 

(the fake snow worked the best), picking up objects 

with a remote control robotic arm, making a 

marshmallow expand in a syringe, and seeing which 

fitness exercises work best in space. At the end of the 

workshop we had a competition to see which rocket 

flew best. Unfortunately, we didn’t win! 

 

After that we had the chance to explore the museum 

with a friend and no teachers. George, Tom and I had a 

go at almost every activity there was. One cool thing 

we saw was a hologram of a rock that you could put 

your hand straight through. We also saw an interactive 

model of a street from a Wallace and Gromit film and 

tried to make a bridge using two magnets and iron 

shavings. 

 

My favourite part of the whole trip was the 

planetarium. We got to put on 3D glasses and visit 

every planet in our solar system – including dwarf 

planets and double dwarf planets. It was almost like we 

were traveling into space in a rocket. It made me feel a 

little sick at the start so I had to take my glasses off. 

We learnt when you would see the planets and where in 

the sky they would appear.  

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
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While we were in space, out of nowhere the 

International Space Station came falling down towards 

us. It was traveling at 17,000 miles per hour.  

After the planetarium my group went to the gift shop. 

I bought a stone that looked like Saturn. After that we 

got back on the coach and went back to school. 

Sports Reports 

Football League - Tipton Turtles rise 

from the ashes! 

‘Unbelievable’ and ‘Over the Moon’ are two of the 

comments attributed to Coach Hatswell as the Turtles 

season turns into one of utter excitement.  After a 

recent poor showing the coach was under pressure 

from the board to turn things around. The crowd (Mrs 

Burrow & Mrs Moore) were expectant as their heroes 

took on Willowbrook. End to end is not a word used 

lightly for a football match but this was certainly the 

case with Tipton gaining their first point of the 

campaign in a thrilling 2-2 draw. Without having chance 

to catch breath the Turtles were straight into their 

next game and crushed their next opponent, 

Montgomery, with a stunning 3-1 victory.  

Two weeks later but no let-up in the excitement – with 

the only change coming in the crowd as Mr Moore 

replaced Mrs Moore. Another dominant display by the 

Turtles saw them pick up, what should have been more 

than a point, in a 2-2 draw with Ladysmith. This was 

followed by a wonderful defensive display against the 

unbeaten Alphington, who were, averaging 6 goals a 

game. The final score was a heroic defeat of 3-0.  

 

In an interview after the game a disappointed Jobe 

stated "I still haven’t done my homework" and George 

Durham was heard to ask "I wonder if Mr H will play 

Little Mix on the way home?” 

Well done to all - fantastic progress!  

Toby, Amber, George, Jobe, Isaac, Tom, Dillon, Harry, 

Jack & Koray. 

Super Stockland Runners 

Mrs Garrick is very proud of all the children who 

participated in the Stockland Cross Country events 

over the past two terms. Running in rain, wind and 

through mud and water against many children from 

different schools was a real challenge, well done 

everyone! The results will be found on the Stockland 

school website. 

 

 

 

 

Sponsored Running Event 

 

Thank you so much to all parents, families and friends 

who supported this wonderful event. The children of all 

ages did incredibly well – with some of our oldest 

children running 21 laps of the field during the hour, 

which is around 10K. A magnificent achievement for all! 

We have even been featured in the Sidmouth and 

Ottery Herald this week. 

Even more amazing is the fact that we raised £1154.20 

from this event for the PTFA. Thank you for your 

generosity and support. This money will support every 

child in our school. 

Thank you also to the PTFA for all their hard work 

providing refreshments on the day, it made the 

afternoon even more special and enjoyable.  

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
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Staff and children were asked to predict how much 

money would be raised by the run. Mr Hatswell agreed 

to clean the house of the staff member whose guess 

was closest to the total. Unfortunately, although not 

for Mr Hatswell, Mr Hatswell managed to guess the 

closest, as did Ben in Reception. For this reason, Mr 

Hatswell had to clean the play kitchen in the FSU and 

Ben gets £30 to spend for Hazel class! 

  

   

Clubs 

Thank you once again to all our generous parents and 

staff who have run clubs at school this term. You are 

amazing – thank you for giving up your time and energy!  

               

 

Parent Governor Elected 

Andrew Welch has been elected as parent governor. 

Andrew has been an associate member, monitoring the 

Federation’s finances on the Resources committee. 

Andrew was the only nomination for parent governor 

and we are very pleased to welcome him into this new 

role.  

Science Mark 

Mrs Ladbrook has been working extremely hard this 

term to apply for our school to get a science mark 

award. The application has been submitted and we are 

now waiting for the result. 

New School Web-site 

Our new school web site will be up and running at the 

start of next term. Hopefully you will find it more user 

friendly and informative. The web address will be the 

same as our current site. We will let you know once we 

go live. Please do feedback comments (good and bad) or 

let us know if there is anything that you would find 

useful that isn’t on the web-site.  

Red Nose Day 

Last Friday we held a mufti-day in exchange for 50p 

for Red Nose Day. We raised a total of £45.50 for 

this great cause. Thank you for your support.  

Defibrillator Training & 

Installation 

The defibrillator in Tipton has now been installed by 

the door of the village hall. On Sunday 12 March, 

training for the new defibrillators at both Feniton and 

Tipton was held. The turn-out for the training was 

good, with 45 people attending across the two sessions 

at Tipton. 

There will be another training session held at 4pm on 

Friday 19th May at Feniton Primary School. If you would 

like to attend please contact Mrs Nash in the school 

office. Alternatively, if you would like to attend but 

can’t make this session, then please let the school 

office know and your name can be added to a waiting 

list. If we get enough on the waiting list we will try and 

run another session.    

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
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Stolen Bicycle 

On a very sad note, one of our Year 5 children had 

their bicycle stolen from school last week during 

bikeability week. The bike was locked up but the chain 

was cut and the bike taken. If you have any information 

on this that might help to track the bicycle down, 

please contact the school office as soon as possible. 

The theft has been reported to the Police. 

Vandalism at school  

We have been experiencing some minor vandalism to 

school property in the evenings after school has 

finished. Most recently the new netball post was 

broken and FSU toys & equipment have been used and 

then discarded across the playground. We are hoping 

that our local garage can weld the post but if not then 

a new post will cost us £145, and at a time when school 

budgets are so tight, this is a real shame. 

Please encourage anyone that uses the site after 

school to have respect for school items and grounds 

and please do report any occurrences of inappropriate 

behaviour to the school, or to the local Police or 

Community Support Officer, on Tel: 101.  

E-Safety 

On 22nd February we held an E-Safety briefing for 

parents at Tipton. This session was not very well 

attended. There will be a raft of information on E-

safety on our new school web-site – please do take a 

look to help protect your child. 

Tipton Work Day: 29th April 

Thank you to all of you who have volunteered so far to 

help at the Tipton Work Day, it is very much 

appreciated.  

During the week running up to the work day the 

children will be doing jobs for the community in our 

‘Make a Difference’ week. 

Request for spare clothes for 

4-5 year old children 

If you have any spare clothing that you no longer need, 

that would fit a child of 4-5 years old, we would be 

most grateful for any donations for our FSU. Thank 

you. 

Price Increases 

From the start of the summer term the cost of school 

dinners will increase by 10p to £2.30 per meal. This is 

the first price increase for several years. 

In addition, the cost of paid provision in our pre-school 

will increase from £3.80 per hour to £4.00 per hour. 

This does not affect funded hours for 3/4 year olds. 

Early Years Funding 

Childcare Choices Web-site: 

www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 

 
This week the Government introduced ‘Childcare 

Choices’. Childcare Choices brings together all the 

government childcare offers for the first time, helping 

parents find the right childcare support to suit them. 

 

As part of Childcare Choices, there are two new offers 

in 2017 – Tax-Free Childcare, which will be introduced 

on 28 April and gradually rolled out, and 30-hours free 

childcare, available from September 2017. From the 

end of April, parents will begin to apply for both 

schemes at the same time through a new digital 

childcare service. 

  

The new Childcare Choices website provides 

information on both the new and existing Government 

childcare offers: www.childcarechoices.gov.uk. 

 

Tax-free childcare: 28 April 2017 

UK families will soon see bills cut by the launch of Tax-

Free Childcare. For more information please see: 

http://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-families-will-

soon-see-bills-cut-as-date-announced-for-the-launch-

of-tax-free-childcare  

 

30-hours Childcare: September 2017 
Information on who will or will not qualify for 30 hours 

free childcare can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/30-

hours-free-childcare-eligibility 
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Flood warning system in 

Metcombe Brook 

As all of you within the community of Tipton St John 

will know, the village is at risk from flooding from both 

the Metcombe Brook and the River Otter. Torrential 

downpours for a sustained period have resulted in 

flooding of the lower part of the village from the 

Metcombe Brook on a fairly regular basis and this 

flooding is often unpredictable and rapid. Flooding of 

the Metcombe Brook poses a particular risk for the 

lower site of Tipton Primary School as the road in 

front of the school, which is also the evacuation route 

for the children, becomes impassable. It is therefore 

essential that we evacuate children from the lower to 

the upper site to safety when there is a risk of 

flooding, in plenty of time, but it is very difficult to 

estimate when to evacuate. 

Therefore, for reasons of safety for the children and 

as a result of much hard work by the Governing Board 

of the Otter Valley Federation, a flood gauge has now 

been installed in the Metcombe Brook. This gauge is 

being paid for by Devon County Council and will be 

trialled for two years to see whether it enables flood 

events to be better predicted. The gauge has been 

installed and will be maintained by Hydro-Logic, a 

company based in Reading. The location of the gauge 

has been determined by the Environment agency. It is 

hoped that this gauge will be one of several tools that 

we can use to help better predict when the Metcombe 

Brook is going to cause flooding of the Metcombe road 

and therefore when we evacuate the school. The 

Environment Agency and DCC Highways also have a 

design for the junction at the end of the Metcombe 

Road but this is currently delayed for reasons which 

seem to be related to the procurement process. 

The gauge cannot be used in isolation to predict 

flooding. We will still look at weather warnings from 

the Met office, flood warning predictions from the 

Environment Agency and consider the amount of rain 

falling outside. It is hoped that all the above combined 

with the gauge will allow us to make better predictions. 

The gauge is linked to a warning system, which can have 

up to 4 warning levels. To start with we are going to set 

3 warning levels at which point nominated people will 

received email or text notifications that the specified 

water level has been reached. The levels at which the 

warnings are set will be determined by trial and error 

and will be refined by flood events. The lower levels of 

the warning are unlikely to predict flood events 

accurately unless the rainfall is also heavy and 

prolonged and will depend on other factors such as the 

amount of recent rainfall, saturation of the ground etc. 

In the most recent flooding event in November 2016 

when we last evacuated the school, the level of water 

in the brook only reached 0.2M. At this level, we would 

not usually see flooding of the Metcombe Road unless 

there was also significant heavy rainfall which also 

occurred on that date. 

The warning system will be maintained and set by us at 

school. If you would like to receive these text or email 

alerts then please email your details (name, email 

address & mobile phone number) to the school office 

(email: admin@tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk or Tel: 01404 

812943). Emails are preferable as these are free 

whereas text alerts will cost money. If you register 

your details now, please be aware that this may result 

in you receiving a high number of ‘false’ alerts (i.e. low 

water-level warnings) until we are able to refine the 

system. Alternatively, you may prefer to let us tweak 

the system before you request alerts. We will provide 

an update at a future point once we have some useful 

data from the system. 

World Book Day 

Celebrations 

Thursday 2nd March 

A great time was had by all for our World Book Day 

celebrations this year. 

 

Sun Protection 

Please remember sun cream and sun-hats next term as 

the sun gets stronger. 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
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Local Events 

Beer Blazer race 

Race starts at 10.30am on Sunday 7th May 2017 

Venue: A traffic-free course run over A.V.R. 'Grizzly' 

territory. 

Start Point: Pecorama's Top Car Park., Underleys, 

Beer, Devon EX12 3NA 

Website: http://beer-ce-

primary.devon.sch.uk/files/BEER-BLAZER-ENTRY-

FORM-2017-NEW.pdf  

Three different levels of ability; 10K, 5K (Minimum age 

12 years) or a children's one mile (11 years and under) 

multi-terrain fun run with all proceeds being donated 

to Beer Primary C of E School.  The courses are mainly 

over private land covering fields, tracks, challenging 

pebble beach, 'The Stairway to Heaven' undercliffs, 

cliff tops and open common with breath-taking views of 

the Jurassic Coast.  This fundraising event is part of 

the East Devon Community Race Series.  Updated 

details on Facebook at Beer Blazer 2017.  P.T.F.A. 

barbeque and refreshments available.  We look forward 

to seeing you! 

 

Sporty Stars Holiday Club 

 

South West Athletics Academy 

 

 

Ottery St Mary Tennis Coaching  

 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
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Lyme Regis Fossil Festival 

 

 

 

Ottery St Mary Library 

 

 

Dates for Your Diary 

 

March 

Thursday 30th   PTFA Children’s bingo 

Friday 31st   2.15pm Easter Service in the 

Church 

 PTFA Cake Sale (Maple providing 

cakes) 

 Last day of spring term 

 

April 

Tuesday 18th  First day of Summer term 

Friday 21st  Cake sake in aid of RSPCA 

Monday 24th  ‘Make a difference’ week 

 4pm Top-ten mini-superstars at 

King’s (selected children only) 

Friday 28th  Willow class to Fossil Festival 

Sat 29th  Fund Saver Work Day 

 

May 

Monday 1st  Bank holiday 

Throughout May KS1 tests to be administered 

during May  

Monday 8th  4pm Top ten mini-superstars at 

King’s (selected children only) 

Mon 8th – Thurs 11th  Key Stage 2 SATS tests 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
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Monday 15th  Year 5/6 Quad kids at King’s 

Thursday 18th  15:00 – 17:30 Year 5/6 Girls 

Football Tournament in Exeter 

Friday 19th  Defibrillator training at school 

for children 

 4pm Defibrillator training at 

Feniton 

Monday 22nd  Wildlife Conference (selected 

children only) 

 Year 5/6 Football league at St 

Peter’s, Exeter (selected 

children only) 

 Full GB meeting 

Thursday 25th  Year 5 at Ottery Church 

Friday 26th  School Summer Fair 

Mon 29th – 9th June Half-term 

 

June 

Mon 12th First day back for 2nd half of 

term 

 Year 3/4 Quad kids at King’s 

 4pm Tennis club at King’s for 

years 4,5 and 6 

Mon 12th – Fri 16th  Year 1 Phonics screening checks 

Mon 19th  4pm Tennis club at King’s for 

years 4,5 and 6 

Mon 19th – Fri 23rd Year 5/6 residential 

Tues 20th  4pm Go Ride cycling at King’s for 

year 5/6 

Mon 26th  4pm Tennis club at King’s for 

years 4,5 and 6 

Friday 30th  Federation Day 

 

July 

Monday 3rd  Year 1/2 multi-skills at King’s 

 4pm Tennis club at King’s for 

years 4, 5 and 6 

Tuesday 4th  Bag2School Collection 

Mon 10th – Fri 14th Year 6 to King’s for induction 

week 

Monday 17th Full GB meeting 

Friday 21st July School disco 

Weds 26th  Last day of summer term 

 PTFA BBQ 

http://www.tipton-stjohn.devon.sch.uk/
http://www.feniton.devon.sch.uk/

