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          NEWSLETTER            July 2017 

Message from the  

Head of School 

Well, we have made it through another busy school 

year. This year we have enjoyed an Ofsted inspection 

and most recently a SIAMS inspection, which we are 

very proud of, gaining a good and an outstanding award 

respectively. 

I hope you will agree that the children have had a good 

year full of learning and experiencing new things. We 

are very proud of all that the children have achieved. 

Thank you to all those who have volunteered for the 

school in so many different ways, from changing books 

in the FSU, helping on work days, reading with the 

older children, helping with clubs, to name just a few of 

the many ways that make the community an integral 

and precious part of our school. 

We must sadly say goodbye to several members of 

staff who have made a great contribution to our 

school; Mrs Finn, Mrs McLoughlin and Mrs Ashdown. 

We wish them all the best for their future ventures. 

Luckily for us Mrs Ashdown will be staying in the OVF 

and will be working in the office at Feniton Primary for 

two days per week.  

We must also say goodbye to our year 6 children and 

we wish them good luck as they move onto the next 

phase of their lives. I am sure they will do fantastically 

well at secondary school and we look forward to 

hearing how they are getting on in the autumn term. 

The staff and I wish you all a very relaxing summer 

holiday and we look forward to seeing you and the 

children back in school on Tuesday 5th September. 

PTFA BBQ 

The PTFA end of term BBQ will now be held on 

Tuesday 25th July after school at 3.30pm due to the 

poor weather forecast for Wednesday. 

Leavers’ service 

The Leavers’ service will be held on the last day of 

term, Wednesday 26th July at 1.30pm in the Church. 

We look forward to seeing as many of you there as 

possible. Due to the PTFA BBQ being re-scheduled, the 

children will remain in their classes until 3.30pm.  

Pots, Bottles and Other Lost 

Property 

On the last day of term, any unclaimed pots and 

bottles from both the upper and lower sites will be left 

on the steps to the lower site for parents to claim. 

Lost items of clothing will be left on the tree bench. 

Please remember to take items home as any un-named 

items left unclaimed by the end of the day will be 

disposed of or given to the PTFA for their next 

uniform sale – thank you.  

 

Class Updates 

Hazel Class 

Hazel Class have been learning about how we can look 

after animals and how animals can help us. A lady from 

the RSPCA came in to share information about the 

charity. She showed us many photographs of animals 

they have rescued and cared for. 

We discussed the role of a vet and became vets for 

the day. We bandaged many of our soft animal toys, 

gave them medicine and made them better. If your pet 

is unwell, please bring them to Tipton Vets and they 

will receive excellent treatment! 

We have had some very interesting visitors in the FSU, 

which included a tortoise, a bearded dragon, a 

chinchilla and a snake. We were very proud of ourselves 

as we all stroked the snake and we named the tortoise 

‘Speedy’ as he did move rather fast around the unit. 

We are going to finish our animal theme with coming to 

school dressed up as an animal, insect or reptile. We 

will sing animal songs, learn animal jokes, make animal 

and bug homes and create a show for everyone to 

perform tricks. It will be barking mad! 

 

Maple Class 

Our term has been an extremely busy one.  Not only 

have we worked hard and got through our SATs and 

Phonics Screening Assessments we have also managed 

to squeeze in lots of fun too! 
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Year Two did an amazing job at representing our school 

at the Schools Church Service in Honiton.  They 

thought about our gifts and how we are all good at 

different things.  Whilst they were busy being 

responsible Mrs Garrick returned to Maple class with 

the year ones for a wacky Alien Day.  They had a great 

time playing games, doing activities and treasure hunts 

to support their learning of phonics.  

 

We had a really interesting afternoon learning about 

animals including a tortoise, python, chinchilla and 

great bearded dragon.  The children all had a chance to 

stroke, touch and handle the animals and asked some 

super questions. 

 

 

 

Of course the biggest excitement was when the 

chinchilla escaped the handler and made a bid for 

freedom around the classroom! 

 In Maple we have had a real focus on Art and Music 

this term. We were thrilled to perform some of our 

music at our school concert.  We have developed our 

skills in listening, playing, improvising and composing our 

music.  One of our favourite activities was making our 

spoon puppets.  The children were able to design and 

create their own puppets and did an amazing job.   

After a busy year, we are all looking forward to a lovely 

Summer holiday and are ready for the new challenges 

of year 2 and 3 ahead! 

 

 

Willow Class 

 

Willow Class have had a busy half term!  In the first 

week, we all went to Dawlish Warren to combine our 

science learning about rocks and soils with our 

geography projects about coastal erosion.  We saw how 

the sand has moved away from the beach, and how they 

are pumping new sand onto the beach, using a huge 

dredging ship - like a vacuum cleaner for the sea!   

 

 

The most fun was building the sandcastles and 

designing sea defences for them.  Jamie and Miss 

Ingrouille got rather wet!  
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We've also been really enjoying our art, looking 

carefully at plants and flowers, and the work of 

Beatrix Potter and Georgia O'Keefe.  Making plaster 

prints of the flowers and leaves really helped us to see 

the detail and it was lots of fun.    

Oak Class 

It has been as active as ever during the second half of 

the Summer Term. The children had a wonderful time 

at Slapton; lots of laughter, learning and reflection on 

what has been a busy year. There were many 

memorable moments and the adults got to see the 

children outside of the school environment. 

 

The Year 6 children have spent time at their new 

schools and are certainly looking forward to sampling 

the canteen! 

Meanwhile the Year 5 children were enjoying being top 

of the school and preparing for the additional 

responsibilities that come with the role. They reunited 

themselves with the children who will be moving up 

from Willow Class in an informative and interesting 

transition morning. They have been preparing to deliver 

a PE lesson to Maple class as well as rehearsing for 

both the School concert and leavers’ service. 

 

Summer Fair 

A fantastic £254.71 was raised at the summer fair 

this year. This money will now be used to purchase 

items for ‘Send a Cow’. Well done to all the children for 

raising this huge amount! 

Year 5 Church Day: 25 May 

 

Schools in, and associated with, the Otter Vale Mission 

Community; Awliscombe, Feniton, Payhembury and 

Tipton, took part in a THY KINGDOM COME activity 

day at Ottery Parish Church. Year 5 pupils were 

supported by members of the Mission Community 

Churches in a wide range of activities including drama, 

music, prayer experiences, meditation and concluding 

with worship. The pupils had a great day and there 

were some wonderful prayers written and great 

thoughts about developing God’s Kingdom. 

Child Assault Prevention (CAP) 
Many thanks to the parents who attended the recent 

parent workshop which gave information on the CAP 

Project. The 3 x 1 hour workshops for each of the 

classes were very good and used drama, puppets and 

discussion to provide the children with the ability to 

recognise unsafe situations and the confidence to act 

to protect themselves. Working in whole class groups, 

their team of trained facilitators focussed on 

children’s rights to be Safe, Strong and Free and 

explored potential assault situations. We would like to 
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thank the PTFA for their contribution of £250 

towards the cost of CAP UK running the parent and 

class workshops. 

Federation Day 

Healthy Bodies, Healthy 

Minds - Friday 30th June 

This year’s Federation Day was very much enjoyed by 

all the staff and children at both schools. Feniton’s 

Reception Rangers travelled to Tipton St John to 

spend the day in the FSU there and Years 1—6 from 

Tipton travelled to Feniton.  

The children especially enjoyed their ice lollies whilst 

raising money for the ‘The Norman Palmer School’ in 

the Solomon Islands. 

New Bike Purchased for Tom! 

Matthew in Year 5 raised an amazing £160 from his 

joke book sales, which was given to Tom, and Tom has 

now bought a new bike! 

 

Tom said his new bike is even better than the one he 

had before! 

 

Feniton Primary are also going to sell some of 

Matthew’s joke books to raise funds towards both 

schools’ PTFAs. 

 

 

  Tipton St John Fun Run 

Well done to all our children that took part in the 

recent Tipton St John fun run. 

 

 

Music Lessons from 

September 

 Music lessons 

Spaces are available for children wishing to learn to 

play an instrument during the school day starting in 

September 2017 

 

Instruments available: Clarinet, Flute, 

Cornet, Alto saxophone, Trombone, 

Keyboard/piano, Guitar, Recorder (plus 

Violin in some schools) 

For more information or to book lessons 

please phone the  

West Country School Music office on 

 07740 117227 

or email wcsm@btinternet.com 

website: www.westcountryschoolmusic.co.uk 

 

Tipton Road Works 

Following the completion of the recent flood prevention 

works by the Environment Agency during the May half-

term, the EA is looking at doing some remedial works, 

due to some accessibility concerns by local residents. 

These works will hopefully take place on 2nd August but 

the date is not yet confirmed. 

Early Years Funding 

Childcare Choices Web-site: 

www.childcarechoices.gov.uk 

 
The Government recently introduced ‘Childcare 

Choices’. Childcare Choices brings together all the 

government childcare offers for the first time, helping 

parents find the right childcare support to suit them, 

and provides information on both new and existing 

childcare offers.  
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Please go to the childcare choices web-site to see what 

childcare offers you are eligible for. You will need to 

access this web site before the autumn term if you 

wish to apply for 30-hours free childcare from 

September. 

 

 

30 hours provision at Tipton 

 
We are going to offer 30-hours provision to our pre-

school families from September. Families that wish to 

claim 30 hours of funding must apply for this through 

the childcare choices web site as detailed above and 

get their code verified by the School Office by 

Tuesday 25th July. We cannot guarantee being able to 

validate codes on the last day of term. Please note: the 

school office will be closed for the afternoon on the 

last day of term. 

 

Local Events 

Please note that we are not endorsing any local events 

that we put in our newsletter - we are simply passing 

details on in case you or your children are interested.  

 

Ottery St Mary Library Summer 

Events 

Cops and Robbers – Monday 14th August 11am. A 

fun event for children aged 4 plus. Come along and be 

finger-printed and have your “mug shot” taken, 

(subject to parental approval) by Maria Clapp, popular 

local PCSO. Try on a police uniform and take away some 

freebies too. Also, make a “cat burglar” mask to take 

home. 

There are a limited number of FREE tickets available 

from 15th July. 

“About a Bee” – Saturday 19th August at 11am. 

Local author and illustrator, Carolyn King reads from 

her own story about a little bee who wants an 

adventure. 

Story Time and Colouring Session for Children aged 4 

plus. 

Evan’s Sensational Science Club – 3 sessions all 

starting at 11am. 

Fun, science based sessions, aimed at children ages 9 

plus, or younger children accompanied by an adult: 

 

Thursday 17th August “Vivid Vision” – How we see 

colours, including odd facts about light and some cool 

optical illusions for you to take home with you. 

Thursday 24th August “Splendid Sound” – About how 

musical instruments change pitch, will include making a 

few musical instruments of your own. 

Thursday 31st August “Fantastic Forces” – Learn 

about buoyancy, thrust and weight, including what 

makes a plane fly. Make lots of fun physics toys to take 

home. (Probably not a full-sized plane!) 

Each session runs for about 1 hour 15 minutes. A sign-

up sheet will be at the Library from 6th July. You can 

sign up for all 3 or just the 1 session that appeals to 

you. 

Cops and Robbers – Friday 1st September 10.30am. 

See above (14th August event) for more details. There 

are a limited number of FREE tickets available from 

5th August. 

Watch out for some fun children’s competitions, 

including a “treasure trail” as well. There will be prizes! 

For more information visit the library or phone 

01404 813838 or email 
ottery.library@librariesunlimited.org.uk  

 

Children’s Week Torbay 2017 

We are a group of volunteers who each year run the 

longest running children's festival in the UK.  

This year our event runs from Tuesday 15th August 

until Saturday 19th August on Paignton Green in sunny 

Torbay.  Our event is free of charge to attend and we 

have a varied programme each and every day, with our 

finale day on Saturday 19th being Sci-Fi Movie day 

where we have cars and characters from the movies. 

More information is available from our website 

www.childrensweek.co.uk and via our Facebook page 

Children's week Torbay. 
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South West Athletics Academy 
Summer Holidays Athletics Sessions 

At Exeter Arena, EX4 8NT 

Minis and Juniors Athletics sessions, Age 4-11 

£6 for non-members and £5 for members. 

 

Multi-activities from 10am until 11am including running, 

jumping and throwing, relays, agility and co-ordination. 

 

Tuesday 1st August 2017 – Exeter Arena, Summer 

Lane, EX4 8NT 

 

Thursday 17th August 2017 – Exeter Arena, Summer 

Lane, EX4 8NT 

 

Prices are for individual sessions for 1 hour. 

 

Athletics is fun and exciting and this is a great way to 

introduce children to such a variety of disciplines and 

we welcome you to come along and have some fun. Wear 

a normal PE kit with trainers, just bring a drink and 

bags of energy! 

 

Due to the weather, we also advise a hat and for sun-

cream to be applied before the activity. Also in case 

the weather changes, a spare pair of clothes! 

 

This is a pre-bookable event. Entries will not be 

accepted on the day. Please visit our website to book 

your place www.sw-athletics-academy.co.uk    

 

Exeter Children’s Orchestra 

 
 

 

 

Thelma Hulbert Gallery, Honiton 

 

 

Tiverton Museum 
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Sidmouth and Ottery Hockey Club 

Junior Academy 
  
Start date/ registration: Sunday 3rd September  

 

Age groups: 7 -14 years 

  

Venue: Sidmouth Sports Centre AstroTurf, Primley 

Road, Sidmouth. (switches every half term. After half 

term, late October onwards, Ottery Sports Centre.) 

  

Time: 10-11 AM boys, 11-12 noon girls 

  

For more information: www.Sidmouthandotteryhc.co.uk 

or call Lucy Miller 01395 597474 

  

Qualified coaches, experienced helpers, enthusiastic 

young leaders. 

  

Refreshments will be available and helpers/coaches on 

hand to answer any questions. 
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Dates for Your Diary 

 

July 

Tues 25th  3.30pm PTFA BBQ 

Weds 26th  Special school lunch menu 

 1.30pm Leavers’ service  

 Last day of summer term 

 

September 

Mon 4th  Non-pupil day 

Tues 5th Start of autumn term 

Tues 12th  This Girl Can Club at King’s Year 

4-6: Week 1 

Weds 13th  NSPCC visiting classes 

Thurs 14th  Maple class to Seaton Wetlands 

Mon 18th – Fri 22nd Sports week 

Mon 18th  King’s School Hockey club years 

4-6: Week 1 

 Fizz Pop science club: Week 1 

Tues 19th  This Girl Can Club at King’s Year 

4-6: Week 2 

Fri 22nd Sports Day 

Mon 25th  Year 5/6 netball tournament at 

King’s 

 King’s School Hockey club years 

4-6: Week 2 

 Fizz Pop science club: Week 2 

Tues 26th  Willow wildlife champions at 

Seaton Wetlands 

 Year 3-6 cross country at King’s: 

race 1 

 

October 

Mon 2nd   King’s School Hockey club years 

4-6: Week 3 

 Fizz Pop science club: Week 3 

Mon 9th  King’s School Hockey club years 

4-6: Week 4 

 Fizz Pop science club: Week 4 

Mon 16th  Year 3/4 multi-skills at King’s 

 Fizz Pop science club: Week 5 

Weds 18th  Stockland cross country: Race 1 

Mon 23th – Fri 27th  Half-term 

 

November 

Mon 6th  Active Autumn club at King’s: 

Year 4-6: Week 1 

Tues 7th  This Girls Can club at King’s 

Years 4-6: Week 3  

Thurs 9th/Fri 10th  Willow class residential to 

Heatree 

Mon 13th  Year 5/6 Ability counts at King’s 

 Active Autumn club at King’s: 

Year 4-6: Week 2 

 Scholastic book fair at Tipton 

Primary 

Tues 14th  This Girls Can club at King’s 

Years 4-6: Week 4 

Mon 20th  Active Autumn club at King’s: 

Year 4-6: Week 3 

Tues 21st  This Girls Can club at King’s 

Years 4-6: Week 5 

Weds 22nd  Stockland cross country: Race 2 

Mon 27th  Year 5/6 Sportshall Athletics at 

King’s 

 Active Autumn club at King’s: 

Year 4-6: Week 4 

 

December 

Fri 15th  5-7pm PTFA Christmas Fair in 

the Village Hall 

Thurs 21st  Last day of autumn term 

 

January 2018 

Mon 8th First day of Spring term 
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